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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, Hashem instructs Moshe Rabbeinu regarding the division of Eretz Yisrael and the specific leaders who will
oversee this holy task. We learn the names of the Nesi'im (chieftains) fromeach shevet who, along with Elazar HaKohen and

Yehoshua bin Nun, are designated to apportion the land to the Bnei Yisrael.

Following the appointment of these leaders, the Torah transitions to the mitzvah of providing cities for the Levi'im. Since the
Levi'imdo not receive a standard inheritance in the land, the other shevatimare commanded to designate towns and
surrounding pasture lands from their own portions for the Levi'im to dwell in.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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saying Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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the Kohen Elazar the land — foryou shallinherit ~ who the men the names of These are
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Nun son of and Yehoshua
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the land — toinherit you shall take froma tribe  one a prince one  and a prince
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in your place it and apportion take possession that he should of theland —  totake possession
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Yefunneh son of Kalev  Yehudah for the tribe of the men the names of And these are
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Ammihud  sonof  Shemuel Shimon  the children of and for the tribe of
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Chislon  son of  Elidad Binyamin For the tribe of
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Yogli  son of Bukki aleader Dan the children of and for the tribe of
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Ephod sonof Channiel aprince Menashe the children of for the tribe of Yosef  For the children of
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Shiphtan ~ son of  Kemuel aleader  Ephraim  the children of and for the tribe of
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Parnach  sonof  Elizaphan  aleader Zevulun the children of and for the tribe of
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Azzan son of Paltiel aleader  Yissachar  the children of and for the tribe of
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Shelomi  sonof  Achihud a chieftain ~ Asher the children of and for the tribe of
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Ammihud sonof  Pedahel  achieftain  Naftali  the children of and for the tribe of
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Kenaan in the land of Yisrael the children of — to distribute Hashem commanded whom  These
inheritance
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according toits divisions  toyou it shall make inherit  that they Yisrael the childrenof —  todistribute
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saying Yericho the Jordan of by Moav  in the plains of Moshe to  Hashem And spoke
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their possession  from the inheritance of to the Levi'im and they shall give Yisrael the children of —  Command
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to the Levi'im you shall give around them  for the cities and openspace todwellin  cities
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permitted and theyarenot tothecity forbeauty  tobe around tothecity outside cear aplace aspace Andopenland
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acrop tosow andnot avineyard toplant andnot ahouse there
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shall be and their open spaces  todwell  forthem the cities And they shall be
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their beasts and for all

and for their property  for their cattle
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theirneeds  forall theirsustenance and forall
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that the cities  And the open spaces of
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allaround cubits one thousand

and outward the city fromthe wall of to the Levites you shall give
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gives he  twothousand  howso behold cubits twothousand  says it andafterit roundabout cubits A thousand
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and the outermost  foropenspace theinnermost athousand andof them roundabout tothem

and vineyards  for fields
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the side of and — by the cubit two thousand east the side of —  tothe city fromoutside And you shall measure
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north  the side of and — by the cubit two thousand west the side of and — by the cubit two thousand south
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the cities  the open spacesof forthem shallbe this in the middle and the city by the cubit two thousand
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you shall designate ~ which  the refuge citiesof  six —  tothe Levites you shall give that the cities And —
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cities and two forty you shall give and besides them the murderer  there  toflee
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and — —them cities and eight forty to the Levites you shall give  that the cities  All
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their open spaces
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he shall give they inherit ~ which  his inheritance accordingto each youshall decrease  the few  and from
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to the Levites from his cities

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins by listing the specific Nesi'im fromeach shevet chosen by Hashem to divide the land of Canaan. Hashem
then commands Moshe to instruct the Bnei Yisrael to give the Levi'imforty-eight cities with surrounding pasture lands,
measured precisely at one thousand cubits for open space and two thousand cubits for fields and vineyards. Among these
forty-eight cities, six are designated as Arei Miklat (cities of refuge) for a manslayer to flee to, with each shevet contributing

cities proportionally based on the size of their inheritance.
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My dear talmid, look at how the Torah structures the cities of the Levi'im. The Levi'im did not receive a standard portion of
the land; instead, they were given forty-eight specific cities scattered throughout the territories of all the other tribes. The
Torah commands that those who received a larger portion of land must give more cities, and those who received less must
give less. Everyone had to contribute their share to ensure the Levi'im, the spiritual teachers and guides of the nation, were

settled comfortably among them.

There is a profound lesson in this for our own lives. The Levi'im represent the spiritual infrastructure of our community, the
Torah institutions, the mechanchim, the kollelim, and the chessed organizations that keep our neshamas alive. Hashem did
not place the burden of supporting this spiritual core on just a few wealthy individuals. Rather, He commanded that every
single Yid must have a portion in supporting Torah and spirituality, each according to their own means. If Hashem blessed
you with more, you are expected to give more; if your means are modest, you still give your portion. No one is exempt from

bringing the light of Torah into their neighborhood.

This teaches us that we cannot live only for ourselves and our own material success. When we build our homes and establish
our livelihoods, we must immediately ask: "How amI supporting the spiritual center of my community?” We must ensure that

Torah has a physical place to dwell right in the midst of our daily lives.

Today, look at your own resources, whether it is your money, your time, or your talents. Identify one local Torah institution
ora dedicated klei kodesh (Torah educator) and make a concrete contribution to support them, ensuring that the light of

Torah remains firmly established in your own circle.
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