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(NITZAVIM—VAYEILECH - 4TH ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu presents Klal Yisrael with the ultimate choice that lies at the very heart of our avodas Hashem.
He sets before us life and the good, and death and the bad, urging us to choose life by loving Hashem, walking in His ways,
and keeping His mitzvos. Moshe warns of the bitter consequences if our hearts turn away to avodah zarah, calling heaven

and earth as witnesses to this eternal covenant.

The aliyah then transitions into Parshas Vayeilech, where Moshe Rabbeinu, now one hundred and twenty years old, prepares
the nation for his departure. He reassures Yisrael that even though he cannot cross the Yarden with them, Hashem Himself
will lead them, destroying the nations before them, with Yehoshua leading the way as promised.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

997 ) NYET NN 3907 NN DT N DD iER c0m N
the evil and — the death and — the good and —  the life — today  before you Ihaveset See

1

axy ,B%n 9% °90 2iv nym ax — M2 PR T .3'LR NNY B°nh NN

and if life foryou behold good  youdo if upon this isdependent this thegood and —  thelife —
SANCT 99 when :ndm I 3% Can ya ntyn
how andgoeson explains and the Scripture  death  foryou behold evil  youdo

) PITR NPT TR M NN NI OPT WD I N

and tokeep in Hisways towalk  your God Hashem — to love today command you I Which
11 I UM veeem vppm o

and He will bless you and you shall multiply and you shall live and His ordinances and His statutes His commandments

NPTy MY X3 AN PN PR TIAN M

to possess it there  are coming  you that  inthe land your God Hashem

g3

0, DPaMm nesom ’ﬂ'?.‘!j 27,231 JI2RRD BT ISR UDIN WN

behold andincrease thatyoumaylive depends andonit thegood behold tolove today command you 1 which




H=laduin]
the life

Pasuk 3

DoiPR?  DnnYm QT yewn K%Y 9237 mpy o)

to gods and you prostrate and you are led astray you will listen and not yourheart turnsaway And if
yourself

anT7av oANN
and you serve them other
Al

T 570 9227 mIps BNY

theevil behold yourheart turnsaway andif

Pasuk 4

WX MTNT DY DM 19°IXN N9 1ITANR TaN °D DivA o9% CnTan
that the land  upon  days  youshall prolong not youshall perish surely that today toyou Ideclare
Ny My NS 1T MY T3y AoN

to possess it there toenter the Jordan —  are crossing  you

!

:MWT 070 TINR TEN 0D

the death hereis youshall perish perish that

Pasuk 5

NN1 NIRTY OO0 YANG NNKY 2ORWD NN D0 222 CNTOYn

I have placed and death life the earth and — the heavens — today againstyou I call to witness
YN RN MOR yR? 0vn2 RN A7YRm mD72n ThID?
and your offspring  you  you may live  so that life and you shall choose and the curse the blessing before you
Al
TwK2Y ,B9iY5 DR BOW  PUNA MNY DORMWT AN OPR B33 onTyn
and when forever exist which they theearth and — theheavens — today againstyou Icalled as witnesses
— MR 3T ANT 923 D2 NPT CINY DOTY VI Y17 00K AR
explanation another  this  regardingall  you warned thatI  witnesses theywillbe the evil you will befall
DXIY NI 2 WITPT DD WY, N oomwn AR o¥n @53 snTyn
toIsrael be He blessed the Holy One tothem  said etc. theheavens — today againstyou Icalled as witnesses
N7 Xp@ ?0nTR NN MY NRY DDON WRY? CNNIRY DMnw2 192n0n
not perhaps theircharacter —  theychanged perhaps you toserve  which Icreated at the heavens look

‘N NPAP MWRIY TAYD DPIT P27 VRM mART M mpn 2aP3 Ay

1 Koheles thatisstated justasthe matter theworld toallof andgavelight theEast from thesun theorbof didrise




NBY 030X WRYY CDXIY  PINI 93000 2URYD  R:  wnyn Ay

perhaps you toserve  which Icreated atthe earth look the sun and goesdown  thesun  andrises
ANZYT DUVN ODYY NRY X AMRE N AR oYY NRY 7AnTR Anw
and it broughtup ~ wheat  yousowed perhaps or diditsprout andnot it yousowed perhaps its character it changed
X 1994t ax ,7op7? K9P WYL NP Wy by nmy 7oonivw
theydonot theyact meritoriously — if for loss andnot forreward not thatwere made these andif barley
NN ,aNTR NN WY NP ,nuynD hapn X 1RLIn oxy oY 10vapn
you theircharacter — change theydidnot punishment receive theydonot  theyfail —andif reward receive
M1 M2 NON Y¥ MAyIR o320 DONYN ON) WY bIpn oA ONY
moreso  the much how punishment will receive you sin andif reward willreceive youact meritoriously whoif

: 2" @937 ""po

32 Devarim  Sifrei

)
ﬂ@ﬁN:l QIND ,D2°°A0 Pbﬂ: 1ﬂ?_'|=.ﬂw nﬂ‘? n'ljj?ﬁ "IN .2°°na Fanlap=hi
whosays  like a man life the portion of thatyoushould choose  you  instruct I life And you shall choose

¥ miNy "R pPm Py iTRymy ponPmaa e pPn 37 MR LR

tohim andsays thatisgood theportion upon andplaceshim inmyinheritance good aportion foryourself choose tohisson

s0iDY CpPMm nman MM b @oRenn MWNAI M BN ;% M2 M onN

andmycup myshare isthe portionof Hashem 16 Tehillim itissaid this andconcerning foryourself choose this —
M2 nR NN MWi® 2iva PR By 7 nman — ™9 Unin nnN
foryourself take this —  saying thatisgood thelot upon myhand Youplaced my lot support You

W NN D G2 RPN 9P ynwR PN MM NN MAON?

yourlife Heis for toHim andtocleave toHisvoice tolisten  yourGod Hashem — to love
DTN2N?  TPDAN? TV YWD WK MING PY NWH R 9N
to Avraham  to your forefathers Hashem  swore which the land  upon todwell yourdays and the length of

;077 nN? AP poEYY

tothem togive and toYaakov to Yitzchak

DX Y2 DX PR 01377 Y 13T MR 1En
Yisrael allof to these the words — and he spoke  Moshe And went
Al

R ECI - "I L ED

etc. Moshe And went




79y DOIN KD IO CDIN MW DUyY NNm 12 DIRR NN

any more will I be able not  today amlI years  and twenty one hundred Asonof tothem And he said
T TV NN T2Yn NP RN MmN M1 Ni2P) nNg?
this  the Jordan — cross  Youshallnot tome  said and Hashem and tocomein togoout

A

SRT?9 p o2 opiawh ons aRDR DIt .an cDaN L mwn 9
Iwasborn this ontheday andmyyears mydays arefilled Today today I etc. Moses And Moses went
DA™ A0 NN Tp o oie:
13 Sotah  Ishalldie this andonthe day

"
KD api®  Tmbn Limd wwnwy D9 .NIERY NNED T PO NP
"not says therefore teaching his strength that weakened One might think andtocomein togoout more anylonger Icannot
Smn nPLIY SORWY PR 7 PO KD A RPN ,hR 03 KDY 1y nnmo
fromme because was taken permitted Iam not anylonger Icannot whatis rather his moisture” fled andnot hiseye wasdim
PR LN 273 XY nNsh — K'Y YIS mnn Mg
this teaches  Torah  inmattersof andtocomein togoout Another explanation  toYehoshua and was given the authority
DA™ MLI0 TMOMD NAYRY  ninion umm MmOy
13 Sotah wisdom  and wellsprings of ~ traditions  from him that were stopped up
Al
B — N12P1 NREY T PO KD wR M OBN MmN M
because and tocomein togoout anymore lamable not theexplanationof thisis tome said  and Hashem

: 9PN MR MY

tome said that Hashem

TaDPR MPRT DA NN TORYY NI AR N2y NI emhR M

from before you these the nations —  willdestroy He  before you iscrossing He your God Hashem
M 937 TWND D IEY N YU onw)
Hashem  spoke as before you iscrossing e Yehoshua and you shall inherit
them

Pasuk 10

DEIN?Y "R C0hR iy 1imeth my awks oy mm nby

and to theirland  the Emori ~ kingsof andtoOg toSichon He did as tothem Hashem And He will do

:ONN TORYR UN

them  He destroyed  whom




Pasuk 11

WX mMER1 P22 of? Dbyl opee mm oann

which  the commandment according toall tothem and youshalldo before you Hashem  And He will deliver

them
3=l SR NS P
you I have commanded

2% P02

NI TURN MU 0D OPIRR AZTYD PN OINTCR BN AumNY P

He your God Hashem for before them be broken and do not fear donot and be courageous be strong

EEIA FAN R A |- P

forsake you and He will not failyou He will not withyou is the One walking

Al
AR 2yl nia? iipn 9% e KD 9 KRB
by Him abandoned tobe looseness toyou Hewillgive not loosenyou He will not

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with Moshe Rabbeinu placing the choice of life and death, blessing and curse, before Klal Yisrael,
commanding themto choose life by cleaving to Hashemso they may live long on the land promised to Avraham, Yitzchak,
and Yaakov. Moshe then declares that he is no longer able to lead themas he has reached one hundred and twenty years, and
that Hashemhas decreed he will not cross the Yarden. He comforts the nation by assuring them that Hashemand Yehoshua
will lead them to victory over the Canaanite nations, just as Hashemdid to Sihon and Og, and he strengthens their hearts to

be strong and courageous, trusting that Hashem will never forsake them.
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In this week's parsha, Moshe Rabbeinu is standing before Klal Yisrael on the very last day of his life on this earth. He is telling
them that he cannot cross the Jordan with them, but he leaves them with the ultimate yesod of our entire existence: "I have
put before you life and death, blessing and curse. Choose life!” Lichoira, we must ask, is there a kasha here? Why does Torah

need to command us to "choose life”? Who in their right mind would ever choose death and curses?

The chiddush the Torah is teaching us here is that choosing life is not a one-time, dramatic decision. The Torah defines
"choosing life" very clearly in the next pasuk: "by loving Hashem, by heeding His voice, and by holding fast to Him." True
life is not just physical survival; it is the spiritual vitality we inject into our daily avodah. The yetzer hara does not usually come
and ask a Yid to completely throw away his portion in the World to Come. Rather, the coldness of the world creeps in, and

we start doing mitzvos out of habit, without warmth, without heart. That coldness is a subtle form of choosing the opposite of

life.

Moshe Rabbeinu is telling us that every single day, in every single action, we are presented with a choice. When you stand up
to daven, when you sit down to learn, or when you interact with your family, you can do it with a heavy, lifeless routine, or
you can choose to put real life, chayos, and love of Hasheminto it. When we make the conscious effort to bring energy and

passion into our Yiddishkeit, we are fulfilling the mitzvah of "Choose life" in the most real way.

Today, when you performa mitzvah or say a berachah, do not just do it by rote. Pause for three seconds beforehand, think

about Hashem, and put real warmth and chayos into those words to actively choose life.
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