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NITZAVIM-VAYEILECH . 6TH ALIYAH

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, Hashem tells Moshe Rabbeinu that his days are drawing near to die, and commands himto call Yehoshua so
they can present themselves together in the Ohel Moed. There, Hashemappears in a pillar of cloud to give Yehoshua his

charge and to prepare Moshe for his departure from this world.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Yehoshua — call todie  yourdays have drawn near Behold Moshe to Hashem And He said
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and they stood and Yehoshua Moshe And he went and I will instruct him Meeting in the Tentof  and stand
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and Iwill exhort him and Iwill command him

Pasuk 2
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the entrance of at  the cloud the pillarof andstood cloud ina pillarof in the Tent Hashem And appeared
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the Tent

Pasuk 3
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this  the nation and willarise yourancestors with are lying behold you Moshe to Hashem And He said
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in its midst ~ there  is entering it that the land  the foreigners of the godsof  after  and go astray
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withthem Isealed which My covenant —  and break and forsake Me
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theland  the nationsof theland  the foreignness of

Pasuk 4
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fromthem My face and I will hide and I will abandon that onday againstthem My anger and will flare up
them
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that onday and they will say and troubles  many evils and will find them for devouring and they shall be
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these the evils  have found me inny midst my God isnot that because isitnot
g2

:DNILT ANIT CPRY 9mD oID Snanom

their distress see thatIdonot asif Myface AndIwillhide

Pasuk 5
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for they have done which  the evil all  because of  that on the day My face  will hide surely and I
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other gods to  they turned

Pasuk 6

MW DRI C32 NN ATRPY NN TPWI AR D27 10D Aoy

place it Yisrael the children of — and teachit this the song — foryourselves  write  and now
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Yisrael against the children of fora witness this the song  for Me itshallbe sothat in their mouth
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his people forhisland and he willatone until O heavens Give ear this the song —

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Hashem forewarns Moshe that after he lies with his fathers, the Bnei Yisrael will go astray after foreign gods, forsake Hashem,

and break the covenant. In response, Hashem's anger will flare up, and He will hide His countenance, leading to many evils




and troubles that will cause the people to realize that Hashemis no longer in their midst. To serve as a perpetual witness for

these future times, Hashem commands Moshe to write down the shirah of Ha'azinu and teach it to the Bnei Yisrael.

HWV?:? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is telling us a very deep thing here. When Klal Yisrael is going through a hard time, they look around and say,
"Surely it is because our God is not in our midst that these evils have befallen us.” Lichoira, this sounds like a beautiful
teshuvah. They realize they are missing Hashem's presence! But the very next pasuk says, "Yet I will keep My countenance

hidden on that day.” How can this be? If they realize Hashemis missing, why does the hester panim continue?

The Chassidishe sefarimexplain a tremendous yesod here. The mistake of the people was that they said, "Hashemis not in
our midst.” They thought that because they fell spiritually and were experiencing tzaros, Hashemhad completely left them,
chas v'shalom. They believed that in their low state, they were entirely disconnected. But that itself is the ultimate hester
panim! The moment a Yid thinks, "I amtoo far gone, Hashemis not with me in this dark place,” he is missing the basic

emunah that Hashemis always there, even in the hiddenness.

This is our avodah when things get tough, either spiritually or physically. The yetzer hara wants you to believe that because
you stumbled, or because you are facing a heavy nisayon, Hashemhas abandoned you. The teretz to this is to know with
absolute pshat that even in the deepest darkness, "Anochi haster astir’, it is still "Anochi," Hashem Himself, who is hiding

there. He is right there with you, waiting for you to call out to Him.

Today, if you feel a sense of distance from Hashem, or if you are facing a struggle and feel spiritually cold, do not say
"Hashemis not with me." Instead, stop and say out loud: "Hashem, I know You are right here in this room, in this struggle,

hiding behind this cloud, and I amholding onto You."
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