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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this first aliyah of Parshas Pinchas, we learn of the great reward Hashemgives to Pinchas, the grandson of Aharon
HaKohen, for his zealous act of taking action against Zimri. Hashem establishes a covenant of peace and eternal priesthood
with himand his descendants because he stood up for the kavod of Heaven and brought an atonement for Bnei Yisrael,

halting the devastating plague.

Following this, the Torah names the leaders who were slain in the incident—Zimri ben Salu of the tribe of Shimon, and Cozbi
bas Zur, a Midianite princess. Hashem then commands Moshe Rabbeinu to show hostility toward the Midianites and smite
them for their deceitful plot to cause Bnei Yisrael to sin at Baal Peor.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah concludes with Hashem commanding Moshe and Elazar HaKohen, immediately following the plague, to conduct
a census of the entire congregation of Bnei Yisrael. They are instructed to count every male from twenty years of age and
upward who is fit to go out to the amy, organized according to their ancestral families, as they prepare on the plains of Moav

by the Jordan near Yericho to enter the Promised Land.

HW‘J?Q? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, look at how the Torah introduces Pinchas. The Torah goes out of its way to trace his lineage back to Aaron
HaKohen, the ultimate lover and pursuer of peace. Why? Because when Pinchas stood up and took action, the people
around himsneered and accused him of acting out of cruelty. But Hashem testifies otherwise: Pinchas acted purely out of a
deep, burning love for Hashemand a desire to save Klal Yisrael. His zealotry was not born of anger, but of a holy, peaceful

heart. This is why Hashem rewards him specifically with the "covenant of peace.”

This teaches us a profound lesson about our own avodah. Sometimes in life, we have to stand up for what is right, speak out
against something improper, or set a firmboundary. The yetzer hara loves to slip in during these moments, tempting us to act
out of personal anger, pride, or a desire to control others. If we act froma place of ego, we only cause destruction. But if our
motivation is truly I'shem Shamayim, driven by a genuine love for Hashemand a desire to bring peace and goodness to the

world, then our actions will bear holy fruit.

Before you speak up or take a stand on any matter today, pause for one quiet moment and ask yourself: "Am1I doing this out
of personal frustration, oramI doing this out of a genuine desire to bring Hashem's peace and truth into the world?" Make

sure your heart is aligned with the peace of Aaron HaKohen before you act.
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