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CRE’EH~ 6TH ALIYAH)

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Torah introduces us to the beautiful and sensitive mitzvos of Shemittas Kesafim (the releasing of debts in the
seventh year) and the laws of tzedakah. Hashemis teaching us how a Yid must look at his money—not as his own personal
possession, but as a deposit from Hashem to be shared with those in need. We are warned in the strongest terms not to
withhold loans just because the Shemittah year is approaching, which would cancel the debt, but rather to open our hands

and hearts to our needy brothers.

The second part of the aliyah transitions into the halachos of an Eved Ivri (a Hebrew servant). The Torah details the
obligation to free the servant after six years of service and the special mitzvah of Ha'anakah—sending himaway with
generous gifts from our own blessings so he can rebuild his life. We also learn the halachos of a servant who refuses to leave his
master, requiring his ear to be pierced with an awl against the doorpost.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the commandment of Shemittas Kesafim, requiring creditors to release all outstanding loans in the
seventh year, while promising that keeping this mitzvah will bring Hashem's ultimate blessing of prosperity. The Torah then
commands us to give tzedakah and provide loans to the poor, warning us against harboring bad thoughts about the
approaching Shemittah year. Finally, the Torah details the laws of the Eved Ivri, including the six-year limit of his service, the
obligation of Ha'anakah upon his release, and the procedure of Retzi'ah (piercing the ear) if he insists on staying with his

master.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

In this parsha, the Torah warns us against a very natural human reaction. When the Shmita year approaches, a person might
hesitate to lend money, thinking, "Why should I give a loan now if the debt will soon be wiped out?” The Torah calls this
hesitation a "davar beliya'al’, a base, worthless thought. We see a similar yesod by the mitzvah of ha'anaka, where we are
commanded to give generous gifts to a Hebrew servant when he goes free, and the Torah warns us, "Do not feel aggrieved

when you set him free."

Lichoira, why does the Torah have to warn us so sharply here? The answer is that Hashemis teaching us a fundamental klal
in emunah and bitachon. The money in your pocket is not actually yours; you are merely a gizbar, a trustee, holding
Hashem's money. When you hold back fromlending or giving because of your own calculations, you are acting as if you are
the ba'al habayis. The Torah is telling us: open your hand anyway, because your parnassah does not depend on the borrower
paying you back. It depends entirely on Hashem, who promises that "in return, Hashem your God will bless you in all your

efforts.”

This is our daily avodah. Whenever we are asked to give tzedakah, or when a friend asks to borrow something and we feel
that squeeze in our chest, that fear of "what will be with my money?", we have to stop and realize that this is the yetzer hara
trying to make us closed-handed. We must train ourselves to break that natural reflex and give with a warm, open heart,

knowing that we lose absolutely nothing by doing Hashem's will.

Today, when someone asks you for help, a favor, or tzedakah, do not hesitate or make calculations. Open your hand

immediately with a warmsmile, trusting completely that Hashem will more than make up for whatever you give.
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