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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Torah brings us to the halachos of the bechor, the firstborn kosher animal, which is kadosh to Hashem. We
learn that a firstborn ox or sheep cannot be worked or sheared, but must be eaten by the kohen in the Beis HaMikdash. If the
animal has a mum, a blemish like blindness or lameness, it loses its kedushas mizbe'ach and may be eaten anywhere, even by

someone who is tamei, as long as we are careful not to consume its blood.

Following this, the Torah transitions into the halachos of the Shalosh Regalim, the three pilgrimage festivals. We start with
Pesach, where we are commanded to guard the month of Aviv and bring the Korban Pesach in the place Hashem chooses.
The Torah details the issur of eating chametz, the mitzvah of eating matzah, and the prohibition of leaving over any of the
korban's meat until morning.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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aman shall hesanctify  not says it 27 Vayikra another andinaplace youshallsanctify the firstborn —All
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this youshall sanctify itwassaid already since behold shall he sanctify — not tosay itispossible andif shall he sanctify
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our Rabbis  derived the converse Even etc. shear andyoushallnot yourox with the firstbornof — work  Youshall not
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25a Bechoros  of what usually occurs  the Scripture thatspoke  but  thatitis forbidden
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you  Hashem willchoose  that  inthe place by year year youshalleatit yourGod Hashem before
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isa particularization blind  or  lame
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and like the deer like the gazelle together and the pure the contaminated you shalleatit inyour gates
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like water you shall pourit the earth upon youshalleat not itsblood — Only
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andiseaten redemption without outside andisslaughtered itwasholy forbehold itis  prohibition from the category of
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youshalleat not itsblood — only says  theteaching permitted theblood even itshouldbe one might think

Pasuk 6

YIn2 oD PR MY neD Y VAN WM NN 1INy

in the monthof for yourGod toHashem a Pesachoffering and you shall make the spring the monthof — Guard
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atnight  from Mitzrayim your God Hashem brought you out the spring
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the Pesach on the morrow of thirty-three inBamidbar asitissaid goforth byday butdidtheynot bynight from Mitzrayim
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togoforth permission Pharaoh tothem gave thatbynight because rather etc. Yisrael  the children of went out
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will choose  that  in the place and herd flock your God toHashem the Pesachoffering And you shall slaughter
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andfrom  thesheep  from 12  Shemos asitissaid  flock your God  toHashem a Pesach offering And you shall slaughter
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they bring large acompany the Pesach offering  for theyregistered  forif  for the Chagigah youshall slaughter and oxen
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Sifrei  in Mitzrayim that theysuffered the affliction ~—  thatreminds bread affliction Bread of
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foraremembrance toyou shallbe andthis  toleaven  thedough didhavetime andnot youwentout inhaste  for
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upon Mitzrayim and wasurgent  says it forso Mitzrayim  of  butrather was  yours not and the haste
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of shall remain overnight and not  days seven your territory  inall  leaven toyou shallbe seen And not
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until morning the first onthe day intheevening youshallslaughter which  theflesh from shall remain overnight And not
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except wasitstated thatnot because of future generations of the Pesach offering toone wholeaves over A warning
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justas of Nisan the fourteenth it here thatis mentioned first And the day Mitzrayim regarding the Pesach
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in the evening it wrote therefore andanight foraday except eaten and theyare not leave over are under'donot’ all of them
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the verse the first of Yom Tov regarding the day here mentioned and the 'first’ days fortwo thatitiseaten concerningit
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shallnot inthe evening youshall slaughter which the Chagigah the flesh of theverse  the meaningof andsois  speaks
WIWI KON NI I W Y T Ty ERm vta P
on the fourteenth it itiseaten but  secondday the themorningof until  thefirst  onYom Tov remain overnight
: K'Y 97 MR NgRI MUY XM N @Y nwRO oy
7la  page DPesachim inthe tractate of  taught isit andso . and on the fifteenth

Pasuk 10
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isgiving your God Hashem  that your gates inone of the Pesachoffering —  toslaughter will you be able Not
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you shall slaughter there Hisname toestablish your God Hashem will choose that the place to rather but
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from Mitzrayim your departure the appointed time of ~ the sun  at the setting of in the evening the Pesach offering —
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tothe place andit goesout leftover itbecomes meaningtosay shall burnit you  of your goingout and the appointed time
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of  thenight lodging thatherequires itteaches thesecond of  tothe morning inthe morning Andyoushall turn
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you shall not  your God to Hashem a gathering the seventh and on the day matzos youshalleat  days Six
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days seven says it 12 Shemos another andinaplace unleavened bread youshalleat  days Six
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about it taught another explanation 66 Menachos  Sifrei thenew from andsix theold from seven
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Pesachim Mechilta unleavened bread youshalleat intheevening 12  Shemos asitissaid asan obligation established it
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you shall begin in the standing grain  the sickle ~ from the beginning of for yourself you shall count  weeks Seven
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see  the harvest thebeginningof whichis the Omer from whenisharvested inthestandingcorn thesickle from the beginning of
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the blessing accordingto everything yourhand free-will offering of sufficient yourhand the free-will offering of  the sufficiency of
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and yourslave and your daughter and yourson  you your God Hashem before and you shall rejoice
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— and perform thatyoukeep Iredeemedyou ofthis condition on  etc. youwere aservant that Andyoushall remember
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Pasuk 18
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fromyour threshing-  when you gather  days seven for yourself you shall make  Succos  The festival of
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another explanation the summer fruitsof tothehouse bringin  thatyou the gathering atthe time of whenyou gather
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with the waste of the Sukkah —  thatwe cover it teaches and from your wine-press from your threshing-floor when you gather
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and your maidservant and yourslave and yourdaughter and yourson  you in your festival And you shall rejoice
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for Hashem He willchoose  that  in the place your God toHashem you shall celebrate  days Seven
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anexpression of butrather command anexpressionof this isnot itsplainsense accordingto rejoicing only And youshall be
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of Yom Tov the day the nightsof toinclude fromhere theyderived its Halachicinterpretation andaccordingto —assurance
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forty-eight there forrejoicing  the last
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in the place  your God Hashem the presence of —  yourmales all shall appear in the year times Three
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toyou Hegave which yourGod Hashem according to the his hand according to the gift of each man
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah continues with the counting of the Omer and the celebration of Shavuos, where we bring our freewill offerings
and rejoice before Hashem together with our families, the Levi, the convert, the orphan, and the widow. Next, the Torah
commands us regarding the Chag of Succos, which is celebrated for seven days after the gathering of the harvest,
emphasizing the special mitzvah of being completely fnMw2. Finally, the Torah seals the aliyah with the general mitzvah of
Aliyah L'regel, requiring all males to appear before Hashemin the Beis HaMikdash three times a year, bringing their

respective holiday offerings according to the bracha Hashem has bestowed upon them.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

In the parsha of the Shalosh Regalim, the Torah repeats a beautiful and striking pattern. When we rejoice before Hashemon
Shavuos and Succos, we are commanded to include "your son, your daughter, your servant... and the convert, the orphan,
and the widow.” Rashi brings down a beautiful Chazal on this: Hashemsays, "My four correspond to your four." If you bring
joy to My four (the Levi, the convert, the orphan, and the widow), then I will bring joy to your four (your son, your

daughter, your manservant, and your maidservant).

Lichoira, we might think that true simchas yom tov is about our own family, our own beautiful table, and our own spiritual
elevation. The Torah is teaching us a major chiddush in the definition of simcha. True simcha is not an insular, self-centered
experience. Mimeila, if a person sits at his own lavish table but forgets about those who have no one to turn to, thatis not the
simcha of a mitzvah. The real way to unlock Hashem's bracha and bring true, lasting joy into our own homes is by first

opening our hearts and our tables to those who are lonely or struggling.

This is our avodah today. We don't have to wait for the Shalosh Regalim to live with this yesod. Look around your
community, your shul, or even your own extended family. There is always someone who feels like an "orphan” ora "widow"

in their own way, someone going through a hard time, a single person who is lonely, or a guest who feels out of place.

Today, make a concrete effort to bring joy to one of "Hashem's four." Reach out to someone who is lonely, invite a guest
who has nowhere to go for the upcoming Shabbos, or send a warm, encouraging message to someone going through a

difficult time, knowing that when you take care of Hashem's family, He takes care of yours.
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