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(ROSH HASHANA I. 3RD ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this Aliyah, we learn about the painful but necessary separation that had to take place within the household of Avraham
Avinu. Sarah Imeinu, with her deep spiritual foresight, sees Ishmael, the son of Hagar, acting in a way that threatens the

spiritual future of the home, prompting her to demand their banishment.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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making merry  to Avraham  she bore  whom  the Egyptian Hagar the son of — Sarah  And she saw
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another explanation 32 Shemos tomake merry andtheyarose thatitissaid justas idolatry anexpressionof makingsport
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another explanation 39 Bereishis atme tomock yousay  justas forbiddenrelations uncoveringof anexpression of
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2 I Shmuel andsoon beforeus andmakesport theyoungmen please letarise justas murder  anexpression of
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two aportionof andItake thefirstborn Iam andsaying theinheritance about Yitzchak with quarrelling thathe was
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whocasts  asamadman yousay  justas arrows athim andshot hisbow andhetook intothefield and theywentout
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26 Mishlei I mocking amInot andsays andsoon firebrands
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the son of shall inherit not for herson and — this the handmaid drive out  to Avraham  And she said
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Yitzchak  with myson with this the handmaid
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like Yitzchak worthy —or like Yitzchak worthy heisnot  if even myson thatheis  since Yitzchak  with myson with
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Yitzchak with myson with how muchmoreso withhim toinherit deserving thisone isnot myson heisnot  even
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Rabbah  Bereishis  areinhim that both of them
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hisson accountof on Avraham  in the eyesof greatly the matter And it was bad
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and its plain meaning Rabbah  Bereishis evil toaculture thathe wentout because he heard hisson accountof On
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tosend himaway tohim thatshesaid isbecause
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and concerning  the lad  concerning inyoureyes letitbe bad donot  Avraham to God And said
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will be called in Yitzchak for tohervoice hearken Sarah to you she says that all  your maidservant
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inprophecy  toSarah inferior Avraham thatwas wehavelearned untohervoice Hearken

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Aliyah begins with Sarah witnessing Ishmael's troubling behavior, which Rashi explains refers to the gravest sins. Sarah
demands that Avraham cast out Hagar and her son so that Ishmael will not inherit along with Yitzchak. Although this matter
is exceedingly painful to Avrahambecause it concerns his own son, Hashem commands him to listen to everything Sarah says,

confirming her superior level of prophecy and assuring him that his true legacy will continue specifically through Yitzchak.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is showing us a powerful yesod in how we build our homes and protect our children. Lichoira, when Sarah Imeinu
saw Yishmael "playing” and demanded to cast him out, Avraham Avinu was deeply distressed. It was his own son, and his
middah of chesed made him want to keep everyone close. But Hashem stepped in and told Avraham, "Whatever Sarah tells
you, do as she says." Hashem was telling Avraham that Sarah had a deeper, sharper vision when it came to the spiritual safety

of the home. She saw that Yishmael's negative influence would block Yitzchak from becoming who he needed to be.

In our own lives, we often face a similar nisayon. We want to be nice, we want to be accommodating, and we tell ourselves
that exposing our children to a little bit of the outside street culture or a questionable friend won't hurt them. We think we
can manage the risk. But the Torah is teaching us that when it comes to ruchniyus and the chinuch of our children, we
cannot compromise. We have to create a holy, protected environment. Sometimes, being a true oved Hashem means having

the courage to set firmboundaries and say, "This influence cannot enter my home."

Today, take a look at the environment in your own home. Identify one book, device, or outside influence that you know

deep down is bringing a cold, secular attitude into your family's space, and make a firmdecision to remove it from your home.
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