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(ROSH HASHANA I. 4TH ALIYAH )

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, we learn about the painful but necessary sending away of Hagar and Yishmael. Hashem reassures Avraham
Avinu that Yishmael will also become a nation because he is Avraham's seed. Avrahamrises early in the morning, showing his

eagerness to fulfill Hashem's ratzon, and sends Hagar away with bread and water.

We then see the difficult journey of Hagar and Yishmael in the midbar. When the water runs out, Hagar despairs and casts the

child under a bush, unable to watch himsuffer. But Hashem, in His infinite rachmanus, hears the cry of the young lad and

sends an angel to comfort Hagar.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Hagar to andhe gave water andaflaskof bread and he took in the morning  Avraham  And he arose early
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evil toaculture thathe wentout over hatinghim thathewas because andgold silver andnot water andaflaskof bread
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afever andseizedhim evil aneye Sarah inhim  forshecast  hershoulder on heplaced thechild even thechild and —
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Rabbah Bereishis onhis feet towalk hewasable andnot
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30 chapter Eliezer DeRabbi  Pirkei her father the house of totheidolsof shereturned andshe wandered And she went
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the bushes one of under the child — andshecast theskin from the water And were finished
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look let me not  she said for abow like the draw of distancing from opposite herself and she sat And she went
720 AYR NN KM Tam o WM 790 nina
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anarrow shootingof anexpressionof andit Rabbah  Bereishis shootings  like two of abow as twobowshots
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nineteen Yeshayahu foradread toMitzrayim Yehudah thelandof andshallbe from the derivation of two  ha-Shirim Shir
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earth theendsof andso one hundredseven  Tehillim  like a drunkard andstagger theyreel and from the derivation of
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end  from the derivation of sixty-five

PIINT? NDORIN M 2pY 1D Taan

Tehillim

1

=M

todistance herself  she added todie hedrewnear once atadistance And she sat
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the heavens from Hagar to God an angel of and called the youth the voice of — God And heard
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andit forhim  others  thanthe prayerof thesick person the prayerof thatisbetter fromhere thelad thevoiceof —
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bringup  You  with thirst your children tokill his offspring  whois destined one theuniverse of  Master  andsaying
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Hesaid righteous toHim theysaid wicked — or righteous ishe what now  answersthem andHe awell forhim
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah details Avraham Avinu sending Hagar and Yishmael into the wilderness of Beer-sheba with minimal provisions.
When their water is depleted, Hagar leaves Yishmael under a bush and sits at a distance, weeping so she will not witness his
death. Hashemhears the cry of the boy fromwhere he is, and an angel calls out to Hagar from Shamayim, telling her not to

fear because Hashemhas heeded the boy's tefillah.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us a remarkable thing here. When Yishmael was dying of thirst in the desert, Hagar ran away because she
could not bear to watch himsuffer. But what does the pasuk say? "And God heard the cry of the boy... where he is." Rashi
brings down the famous Chazal that the angels were complaining to Hashem, saying, "Ribono shel Olam, this boy is going to
grow up to kill Your children with thirst! How can You save him?" And Hashemanswered them, "Right now, at this very
moment, is he a tzaddik or a rasha?” They answered, "A tzaddik."” Hashemsaid, "I judge a person only 'ba'asher hu sham),

according to his state right now."

Think about the depth of this chiddush. The midah of Hashemis to look at a Yid exactly as he is standing before Himin the
present moment. Hashem does not say, "Well, look at his past failures,” or "Look what is going to happen with him tomorrow
when he faces that nisayon again.” If a Yid turns to Hashemright now with a sincere heart, with a real tefillah, Hashem hears

him immediately. The past is gone, the future is not yet here, and Hashemis davka looking at the "now."

We must learn to treat ourselves and others with this same midah. Sometimes the yetzer hara comes and makes a person feel
completely worthless. He thinks, "Why should Hashem listen to ny tefillah today? Look at how I acted yesterday, and I know
I will probably slip up again tomorrow.” This is a dangerous sheker. The Torah is teaching us that Hashemis "ba'asher hu
sham." If you are trying right now, if you are crying out to Hashemright now, that is all that matters. Mimeila, we must also
look at our children, our spouses, and our friends this way, not holding onto their past mistakes, but seeing the good they are

trying to do right now.

Today, when you stand to daven or when you feel overwhelmed by your past mistakes, stop and remind yourself: Hashemis
judging me "ba'asher hu sham’, only on who I amat this very second. Take one minute to make a clean break from the past,

turn to Hashem with a simple, honest tefillah from the bottom of your heart, and trust that He is listening to you right now.
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