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(SHOFTIM - 18T ALIYAH)

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this first aliyah of Parshas Shoftim, Hashem commands us to set up a proper system of batei din, appointing shoftimand
shotrimin all our gates to ensure true justice. The Torah warns the judges against bending the law, showing favoritism, or
taking bribes, and commands every Yid to actively pursue justice. We are also warned against planting an asherah tree near the

Mizbe'ach, erecting a monument for avodah zarah, and bringing a blemished animal as a korban.

The aliyah then transitions to the severe halachos of avodah zarah, outlining the process of investigating anyone suspected of
serving the sun, moon, or stars. We learn the fundamental halachah thata person can only be punished based on the
testimony of at least two witnesses, and that the witnesses themselves must be the first to carry out the capital punishment.
Finally, the Torah addresses a situation where a local court is faced with a difficult case in civil law, capital law, or nega'im,
instructing themto go up to the Beis HaMikdash to seek a ruling from the Sanhedrin.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

This aliyah establishes the foundation of the Torah's judicial system, beginning with the mitzvah to appoint righteous judges
and officers, and the strict prohibitions against judicial corruption such as bribery and partiality. After warning against pagan
practices like planting trees near the Mizbe'ach, erecting pillars, and offering blemished korbanos, the Torah details the strict
legal requirements for prosecuting avodah zarah, establishing that capital punishment requires a thorough investigation and
the testimony of at least two witnesses. The aliyah concludes with the halachos of the rebellious elder or a local court that
cannot resolve a difficult halachic dispute, commanding themto travel to the place Hashem chooses to receive a binding

ruling from the Kohanimand the supreme judge, which must be followed without deviating to the right or to the left.
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The Torah warns us about the power of a bribe: "for bribes blind the eyes of the discerning.” We usually think of a bribe asa
thick envelope of cash handed to a judge in a courtroom, but the real yeshivish understanding of this concept goes much

deeper. A bribe is anything that gives us a personal stake in a certain outcome. The moment we have a personal interest, our
vision becomes biased. We are no longer looking at the situation with pure, objective eyes; instead, we subconsciously bend

the truth to fit what we want to see.

This is a major yesod in our daily avodas Hashem. Every single day, we are called upon to make judgments, how we treat our
spouse, how we judge a neighbor, or how we handle a business dispute. The yetzer hara is a master at offering us subtle bribes.
He bribes us with our own comfort, our pride, or our desire to be right. Lichoira, we think we are acting completely I'shem
Shamayim, but the Torah is teaching us a deep psychological truth: once a personal bias enters the picture, even the greatest

chachamis blinded. We cannot trust our own judgment when we have a personal interest in the outcome.

To combat this, the Torah gives us the ultimate eitzah in this week's parsha: "you must not deviate from the verdict that they
announce to you either to the right or to the left.” We need to have a rav, a mentor, or a wise friend who is standing outside
of our personal situation. When we have a difficult decision or a conflict, we cannot rely solely on our own understanding.
We must bring the sheilah to someone who is objective, someone who is not blinded by the subtle bribes of our personal

desires.

Today, before making a decision where you have a personal stake ora strong emotional involvement, pause and ask yourself:
"Am]I being bribed by my own desires here?" Take five minutes to discuss the matter with an objective friend ora rav to geta

clear, unbiased perspective.
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