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SHOFTIM - 2ND ALIYAH

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Torah introduces the mitzvos and halachos that govern the appointment and conduct of a Jewish king.
Once Klal Yisrael enters the land, conquers it, and settles it, they are commanded to appoint a king over themselves. The
Torah sets clear boundaries for who may hold this position, emphasizing that the king must be chosen by Hashemand must be

a brother fromamong the Jewish people, strictly forbidding the appointment of a foreigner.

Furthermore, the Torah places unique restrictions on the king to ensure he remains focused on his avodas Hashemand does
not become haughty. He is warned against amassing too many horses, which could lead the people back to Mitzrayim, taking

too many wives who might turn his heart away, and accumulating excessive gold and silver.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Pasuk 1
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init and youdwell andyou possessit toyou gives yourGod Hashem  that the land to  youcome When
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are around me that  the nations like all aking overme Iwilset andyousay

Pasuk 2
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fromamong him your God Hashem shall choose whom  aking overyourself you shall appoint appointing
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foreign aman overyourself toplace willyoube able not aking overyourself you shall appoint your brothers
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he your brother isnot  who

Pasuk 3
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inorder to Mitzrayim the people ~— return  and he shallnot  horses  for himself multiply he shallnot Only
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again this  onthe way toreturn continue you shall not toyou said  and Hashem horses  to multiply
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the people —  hewillreturn sothatnot  hiscarriage  enough for except horses tohimself shall he multiply Not
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21b Sanhedrin  and a hundred for fifty andahorse silver hundred forsix from Mitzrayim  achariot and went out
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not andgold andsilver hisheart will turn away sothatnot  wives  for himself shall he multiply and not
St 1~ I I - |
excessively for himself shall he multiply
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wives six ~ toDovid tohim thatthere were forwefind eighteen except wives tohimself shall he multiply And not
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like these toyou thenIwouldadd toolittle andif  eight twelve I Shmuel tohim anditwassaid
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Sanhedrin Sifrei  forsoldiers'pay togive enough  but greatly tohimself shall he multiply not andgold Andsilver
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the Torah acopyof —  forhimself thathe shall write  his kingdom  the throne of upon when he sits And it shall be
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the Levi'im the Kohanim frombefore a scroll upon this
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Sifrei  hiskingdom thatshouldendure heis worthy thus heacts if whenhesitteth Anditshall be
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and one his treasuries inthe house of  placed ~ whichis one Torah  scrollsof two  of the Torah adouble —

mwn  ANEL,MAwne" 03N DiPRINY 5 K'D 1TMI0 iRy NNEPY NDInw

mishneh he explained a copy translated and Onkelos 21 Sanhedrin ~ withhim and goesout  thatenters
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and speaking repeating an expression of
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— to fear he willlearn  sothat  hislife the daysof all init and he shallread withhim and it shall be
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these the statutes and — this the Torah the words of  all — to keep his God Hashem
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to perform them

!
Aynwns  .mnn N2t
according toits literal the Torah  the words of

meaning
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PRI 29p2 1221 NI INDDmR By oMY TR 1yn? PINnd
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thatsaid with Shaul wefind andso no hear you ofyes from theimplication days he may prolong  sothat
nibyn® J"PPR O ONI2 7Y Prin oome nyawt v R DRMw DMy i

tooffer toyou my coming until youshall wait  days seven 10 I Shmuel Shmuel  tohim
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allof  towait  hispromise  keep and he did not days seven  and he waited 13 there anditiswritten burnt offerings
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youacted foolishly tohim andsaid ~ Shmuel  thatcame before the burnt offering tooffer manage and hedidnot the day
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acommandment thatbecause of youhavelearned behold — endure  shallnot yourkingdom andnow etc. didyoukeep not
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he was punished a prophet  of  minor
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah outlines the specific requirements for a king's daily conduct, most notably the obligation to write a Mishneh Torah
—a second Sefer Torah—which must remain with himand be read all the days of his life. This constant learning is meant to
instill in hima deep yiras Shamayim, ensuring he keeps all the mitzvos and does not lift his heart above his brothers. By
remaining humble and loyal to Hashem's Torah, the king is promised that he and his children will merit to prolong their reign

in the midst of Klal Yisrael.

WYn? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is coming to be mechadesh a beautiful yesod here regarding the mitzvah of a king. Lichoira, a king is the most
powerful person in the nation, with the ability to amass wealth, horses, and honor. Yet, the Torah commands that he must
write a Sefer Torah that stays with him constantly, "and let himread in it all his life.” Why? The pasuk tells us the direct
outcome: "so that he will not act haughtily toward his fellows.” The very tool of his leadership, the source of his guidance, is

what keeps him humble and connected to every single Yid.

We see fromhere a powerful mahalach for our own lives. Sometimes, Hashemblesses a person with success, influence, ora
position of leadership in the community, in the yeshiva, or in business. The yetzer hara immediately whispers that we are above
others, leading to a coldness or a feeling of superiority. The Torah's eitzah for the king is the eitzah for us: the only way to
stay grounded when you are elevated is to keep the Torah right next to you, realizing that we are all equal servants before

Hashem.

When we anchor ourselves in daily learning, it acts as a mirror, reminding us of our true place. It prevents us fromlooking
down on another Yid, no matter how much success Hashemhas granted us. True greatness in Yiddishkeit is measured by how

much the Torah humbles you, not how much it puffs you up.

Today, when you sit down to learn or when you experience a moment of success, consciously use that moment to lift up
someone else. Speak to a friend ora coworker with extra warmth and respect, showing that your connection to Torah only

makes you feel closer to every single one of your brothers.
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