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(SHOFTIM - 4TH ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Torah continues with the halachos of the Levi'im, specifically addressing a Levi who comes from his city to
serve in the Beis HaMikdash. The Torah establishes his right to serve and receive an equal share in the avodah and the
menachos, even when it is not his designated mishmar (shift). This section ensures that every Levi has a portion in the holy

service when he comes to the place that Hashemchooses.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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A
PRy NW e By TRb Sy wRl MmN o2 RN

and offers  whocomes the Kohen concerning This teaches and he shall minister  hissoul  the desire of withall And he shall come
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andeven the festival the additional offerings of suchas the festival onaccountof thatcome with the sacrifices and perform service
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sin-offerings the he-goats of andin the flesh of inthe hides that theyshare this teaches theyshalleat like portion portion
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and additional-offerings of continual-offerings suchas the festival onaccountof  not that come inthings  also one might think
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there my Shabbos will take andI yourShabbos  you  take
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learn you shall not toyou isgiving yourGod Hashem  that the land  into enter you  When
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those  the nations like the abominations of todo
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the practice of s for this andso thus do donot toyour children and toteach corrupt theyare  how
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68 Sanhedrin Sifrei  the non-Jews
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of divinations a diviner through the fire or his daughter his son one who passes among you there shall be found not
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ora sorcerer orone who divines an astrologer
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Sifrei  fromhishand  fell  hisstaff ontheway interruptedhim adeer from his mouth fell hisbread A diviner
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one toaplace creatures other  or scorpions or snakes  whogathers of'acharm Anda charmer
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And whoinquires
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your God  Hashem with youshallbe Wholehearted

anddonot for Him andhope inwholeheartedness with Him walk
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah then transitions to a strict warning for Bnei Yisrael as they prepare to enter Eretz Yisrael, forbidding them from
learning or imitating the abominable practices of the Chana'anim. The Torah explicitly prohibits passing one's children
through fire for Molech, as well as various forms of sorcery, divination, consulting ghosts, and inquiring of the dead. We are
commanded to distance ourselves entirely from these dark practices, which are the very reason Hashemis driving these

nations out, and instead we are given the positive mitzvah to be tamim—wholehearted and simple in our emunah—with

Hashem.

(.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us in this Aliyah that when a Levi wants to serve in the Beis HaMikdash, he can come and do so "b'chol
avas nafsho", with all the desire of his soul. Right after this, the Torah warmns us not to turn to sorcerers, diviners, or those
who inquire of the dead, and concludes with the famous yesod: "Tamim tihyeh im Hashem Elokecha”, you must be

wholehearted and simple with Hashem.

Lichoira, what is the connection between the Levi's burning desire to serve and the prohibition against seeking out fortune-
tellers and sorcerers? The Tanna is teaching us a deep sevara about how a Yid is meant to live. The goyimare always looking
for shortcuts, predictions, and magical ways to control their future because they lack a real, living connection to the Borei
Olam. But a Yid doesn't need to look into the future or try to force things through external means. When you have that inner
"avas nafsho", that deep, simple desire to just be close to Hashemand do His ratzon, you don't worry about what tomorrow

brings. You are completely tamim, whole and at peace, knowing you are in Hashem's hands.

This is our daily avodah. The yetzer hara constantly tries to make us anxious about the future, making us feel like we have to
control every outcome or find some quick fix to our worries. The teretz to this anxiety is "Tamim tihyeh.” When we focus our
energy on simply wanting to do the ratzon Hashemright now, in this very moment, all that worry melts away. We don't need

to know the future when we know Who is running the future.

Today, when you feel anxious about how a certain situation will turn out, catch yourself, let go of the need to control the
outcome, and say to Hashem: "I don't need to know what tomorrow brings; I only want to do Your ratzon simply and

wholeheartedly today."
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