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LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu warns the Bnei Yisrael not to follow the ways of the goyim who turn to sorcerers and diviners
to predict the future. Instead, Hashem promises to establish a true navi fromamong the Jewish people, just like Moshe, to
guide them with the word of Hashem. This was exactly what the nation had requested at Har Sinai when they were afraid of

dying fromhearing Hashem's voice directly.

We also learn the halachos of the Arei Miklat, the cities of refuge. Moshe commands the Bnei Yisrael to set aside three cities in
Eretz Yisrael for an accidental killer to flee to, ensuring that the roads are prepared and accessible. The Torah also looks
ahead to the future, commanding that three additional cities be added when Hashem expands the borders of the land.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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diviners  and to  astrologers to them  are dispossessing  you whom these the nations For
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your God  Hashem toyou haspermitted so not butyou they listen
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He caused todwell for behold diviners andto  soothsayers to tohearken yourGod Hashem toyou hasgiven so Not
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and Thummim and Urim  the prophets upon the Shechinah
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you shall listen  tohim  your God Hashem foryou will raise up like me fromyour brothers fromyour midst A prophet
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inmystead foryou He will raiseup from yourbrethren fromyourmidst thatIam like likeme from yourbrethren from your midst
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toprophet  from prophet andso
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Pasuk 3
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saying  the assembly on the day of at Chorev your God Hashem from  you asked that  According to all
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let me not this great the firr and — ny God Hashem the voice of — tohear  continue Let me not
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1 die so that not anymore see
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they spoke that which they have done well tome Hashem And said

Pasuk 5

PE2 137 AN D DPOK IR DT DPK KON

in his mouth My words and I will put like you their brothers fromamong for them I will raise up A prophet
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I command him  that all — tothem  and he shall speak
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I in My name  he shall speak  which My words to  will hearken not who the man and it shall be
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fromhim  will require
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I commanded him not  which — inMyname aword tospeak will willfully presume  who  the prophet But
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that the prophet shall die other gods in the name of will speak  orwho  tospeak
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tohis fellow Icommandedit  but tospeak Icommanded him not  which
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the forbidden —  toforbid the Halacha — hedirected evenif other gods in the name of shall speak And who
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page 89  Sanhedrin  the permitted —  and topermit
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he heard whichnot that one who prophesies man by the hands of theirdeathis three bystrangulation and he shall die
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but  idol worship in the name of and one whoprophesies tohis fellow butwassaid tohim wassaid whichnot and that
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against and one whotransgresses a prophet the words of against and one whotransgresses his prophecy ~—  one whosuppresses
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from him  will require it I nineteen  verse  asitissaid  Heaven bythehandsof theirdeathis himself the words of
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Hashem spoke it not  which the word — willwe know  how  inyourheart youwillsay And when
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"Behold and prophesies Azzur sonof Chananyah whencomes tosay areyou destined inyourheart youwillsay Andwhen
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stands  and Yirmeyahu 27 Yirmeyahu speedily” now  from Bavel arebeingreturned Hashem the House of the vessels of
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with gointoexile thatdidnot thevessels" therestof andconcerning thesea andconcerning thepillars  "Concerning and cries out
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there Tzidkiyahu theexile of with they shall be brought” "ToBavel Yechonyah
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is the word it will come and not the word willbe and not Hashem in the name of the prophet will speak  which
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of him fear  donot the prophet spoke it with presumption Hashem spoke it not  which
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thatis itcomes thatnot andyousee uponyou tocome isdestined this athing andsays the prophet shallspeak Which
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about is regarding one this youwillsay Andif  him andkill Hashem spokeit not which the thing

prophesying
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I the Holy One blessed be  and from the mouthof andso thus do  andsaid onewhocame behold the future events
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— tofencein inorder privatealtars the prohibitionof atthetimeof onaprivatealtar whoofferedsacrifices ~ Carmel
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tohim 15 verse  itissaid forthis thebreach andafenceagainst thehour theneedof accordingto everythingis Yisrael
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fear  and donot Sifrei guilt  uponhim fromteaching yourself withhold donot ofhim beafraid Donot
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on his account  tobe punished
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— toyou isgiving yourGod Hashem whom the nations — your God Hashem will cutdown When
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and in their houses in their cities and you settle and you dispossess their land
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toyou isgiving your God Hashem which yourland in the midstof foryourself you shallseparate  cities three
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to possess it

Pasuk 12

R AN P13 Ny QURwY 1T 37 TR

which  yourland the borderof — and you shall divide the way for yourself You shall prepare

into three
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murderer every there toflee anditshallbe your God Hashem will cause you to
inherit
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10 Makkos ways the crossroads of upon written — was Refuge Refuge the way  for yourself You shall prepare
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thecity until the boundary from the beginningof that there shouldbe yourland the boundaryof —  Andyoushall divide
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andso thesecond until fromit thatthereis ajourney likethe measureof refuge thecitiesof  of the first
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without his fellow —  shall strike who  andlive there shallflee = who  the murderer isthe matter of And this

QWY Shan v N NP XM Nyt

or the day before fromyesterday tohim anenemy wasnot andhe knowledge
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tocutdown with the ax hishand and swings ~ wood tochop into the forest his fellow with shall enter And whoever
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his hand andmoved  andits translation thetree upon theaxe toletfall whenhecame hishand Andslipped
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I  Shmuel theoxen  slipped  for thetree upon theaxe theblowof toletfall hishand andslipped anexpression of
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the oxen moved it for  Yonasan translated 6
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and there are fromitshandle theiron slippedoff — whosay of our Rabbis ~ Thereare thewood from theiron  And shallslip
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7b  Makkot andkilled flewoff andit beingsplit  the tree from  apiece theiron thatdetached  whosay  of them
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and overtake him his heart will grow hot when the murderer  after  the blood the redeemer of will pursue lest
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death judgmentof thereisno andtohim mortally and strike him the way  islong because
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the day before fromyesterday tohim  he

anenenmy not since
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many refuge  andcitiesof away foryou toprepare say 1 therefore the blood the redeemerof will pursue lest
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1 . Therefore

for yourself you shall separate  cities three saying  command you
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toyou and He gives to your fathers He swore as your boundary — your God Hashem will enlarge And if
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toyour fathers  togive He spoke which theland allof —

1

S1RTRY CHPY PR PN T% NNY .pawi WND ... 2O OND

and the Kadmonite and the Kenizzite the Kenite thelandof toyou togive Heswore as He will enlarge  And if
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today command you I which  to performit this the commandment allof —  youwillkeep if
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these the three  upon  cites three




!

bpi=l=ky

more for yourself And youshall add
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Sifrei  tocome forthe future and three
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and three the Jordan thatare onthesideof  three nine  behold thereare  three

Kenaan thatare in the land of
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toyou isgiving your God Hashem which yourland in the midstof aninnocent blood of will be shed and not
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bloodguilt upon you and there will be asan inheritance

Pasuk 20

MM PRy opy i 2N ayn? Na vk i oD

and strikes him against him and risesup for him and liesin wait his fellow whohates a man there willbe And if
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these the cities  one of  to  and he flees and he dies mortally
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blood shedding of tothe pointof tocome hisendis 19 that he transgressed

Dpy *3) 3m? i maw Uy N ow omm a1 N 797

"butif itissaid for thisreason
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Sifrei  mortally and smiteshim for his fellow and lies in wait

W 2N ST°% N2 NI INNA 070 By anyeh Naw weN e

forhim andliesin wait tothe pointof comes  he hishatred meansof by  hisfellow whohates
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because  weighty  amitzvah totransgress hisendis  light  amitzvah
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there arises butif towrite forit foritwas etc."  hisfellow whohates aman there will be
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him  and they shall deliver fromthere  him  and they shall take hiscity the elders of and they shall send
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and he shall die the blood the redeemer of into the hand of
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and it will be well ~ from Yisrael ~ the innocent the blood of and you shall purge upon him youreye shall pity not
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there killed Israelites two and theyare found

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins by forbidding the Bnei Yisrael from consulting sorcerers, promising instead that Hashem will send true
nevi'im whose words must be obeyed, while warning that a navi sheker who speaks falsely in Hashem's name or in the name of
avodah zarah faces the death penalty. The Torah then transitions to the halachos of the Arei Miklat, detailing how a person
who kills accidentally—such as an iron ax-head flying off the handle during woodcutting—can flee there to be safe fromthe
go'el hadam. Finally, the Torah contrasts this with a deliberate murderer who tries to hide in a city of refuge, ruling that the

elders must extradite himto face justice, thereby purging innocent blood from Yisrael.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us that when a person kills b'shogeg, by accident, he must flee to an Ir Miklat. But look at the extreme
care the Torah demands of us beforehand: "Tachin lecha haderech”, you must prepare the way, clear the roads, and set up
clear signposts so the fleeing person doesn't get lost or delayed. Lichoira, we are talking about someone who was careless,
whose ax-head flew off and caused a tragedy. Yet, Hashem commands the entire community to pave a smooth, unobstructed

path for himto find safety.

This is a massive chiddush in how we look at a fellow Yid who has stumbled. When someone around us makes a mistake, slips
up in their ruchniyus, or experiences a spiritual breakdown, our natural reaction might be to judge themor distance ourselves.
We might think, "They brought this on themselves through their own carelessness.” But the Torah teaches us the exact
opposite. Our avodah is to "prepare the road" for them, to make the path of teshuvah and recovery as clear, accessible, and

welcoming as possible.

If we leave obstacles in their way, whether through cold shoulders, harsh judgment, or reminding them of their past, we are
making their journey harder, and we share in the responsibility. A true Torah community is one that builds signposts of warmth
and encouragement, showing every struggling neshama exactly which way to run to find safety and closeness to Hashem

once again.

Today, if you see someone who has stumbled or is struggling socially or spiritually, do not look away or judge. Make an active
effort to "pave the way" for themby offering a warm smile, a kind word, or a non-judgmental ear to make their path back a

little easier.
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