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(SHOFTIM - 7TH ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, the Torah teaches us the halachos of waging war, both for a milchemes reshus (an optional war) and a
milchemes mitzvah (an obligatory war). We are commanded to first offer peace to our enemies, and the Torah details the
different outcomes depending on whether they accept these terms or choose to fight. We also learn the strict prohibition of
Bal Tashchis, specifically not to destroy fruit-bearing trees during a siege, as the Torah beautifully asks, "Is the tree of the field

a man that it should enter the siege before you?"

The aliyah then transitions to the solemn and powerful parsha of Egla Arufa. When a slain person is found lying in the field
and we do not know who the murderer is, the Torah demands a public process of measurement and atonement. The elders of
the closest city must take responsibility, performing a unique ritual with a heifer in a rugged valley to clear the community of

bloodguilt.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the laws of warfare, instructing Bnei Yisrael to offer peace terms before attacking a city. If the eneny
accepts, they become tributary servants; if they refuse, a siege is laid, and upon victory, the males are put to the sword while
the women, children, and spoil are taken. This applies to distant cities, whereas the seven Canaanite nations within the land
must be completely wiped out to prevent them from corrupting Bnei Yisrael with their idolatrous practices. During a siege, the
Torah forbids cutting down fruit trees for siegeworks, permitting only non-food-producing trees to be destroyed. Finally, the
parsha of Egla Arufa is introduced: when an unidentified corpse is found in the field, the Sanhedrin's judges measure to find
the nearest city. The elders of that city must bring a young heifer to a harsh, uncultivated valley, break its neck, wash their

hands over it, and declare before the Kohanim that they did not neglect the traveler, thereby securing atonement for the

bloodguilt of Klal Yisrael.
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The Torah is teaching us a tremendous yesod in how we look at our surroundings. When a person is found slain in the field,
the elders of the closest city must go through the entire process of the eglah arufah, washing their hands and declaring, "Our
hands did not shed this blood.” The Gemara is immediately bothered: would we ever think that the chashuve gedolimand
judges of the Sanhedrin are murderers? Why do they need to make such a declaration? Rashi explains the real kasha here: the
elders are declaring that they did not let this traveler pass through their town without food, and they did not let himleave

without an escort to protect him.

Look at what the Torah is demanding fromus. If a person slipped through the cracks, if someone was in our neighborhood
and we failed to notice that he was hungry, lonely, orlacking protection, we bear a level of responsibility for what happens to
him. The Torah does not allow us to say, "I didn't do anything wrong, I just minded my own business.” In Yiddishkeit,

minding your own business when another Yid is in need is itself a failure in our avodah.

is is not just about physical danger; it is about the spiritual and emotional well-being of eve rson we encounter. When a
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guest comes to shul and sits alone, when a neighbor is going through a hard time, or when a coworker seems down, we
cannot just walk past them. We have to ask ourselves: did we provide them with the warmth, the "food,"” and the "escort” of a

welcoming smile and a kind word?

Today, make it your avodah to look out for someone who might otherwise go unnoticed. When you see someone standing
alone in shul, ata simcha, or in your neighborhood, go out of your way to greet them, make them feel seen, and ensure they

have what they need.
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