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(SUKKOT I.-1ST ALIYAH)

L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this Aliyah, Hashem speaks to Moshe Rabbeinu to teach Bnei Yisrael the halachos of bringing korbanos, starting with the
age of the animal. We learn that a newborn ox, sheep, or goat must remain with its mother for the first seven days of its life,
and only fromthe eighth day and onward is it acceptable to be brought as a korban on the Mizbe'ach. The Torah then warns

us against the issur of slaughtering an animal and its offspring on the very same day, which applies to both the herd and the

flock.

We also learn the halachos of a Korban Todah, a thanksgiving offering, which must be brought with the proper kavanah so
thatitis accepted by Hashem. The Torah teaches us the strict timeframe for eating this korban, requiring that it be eaten on
the day it is brought and that none of it be left over until the morning. The Aliyah concludes with a powerful charge to keep
the mitzvos, warning us against the terrible sin of Chilul Hashemand commanding us to sanctify Hashem's Name,
remembering that He is the One Who took us out of Mitzrayim to be our Elokim.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Aliyah begins with the requirement that a newborn animal must stay with its mother for seven days before it can be
brought as a korban, followed by the prohibition of slaughtering an animal and its young on the same day. It then details the
laws of the Korban Todah, which must be eaten on the day of its slaughter without leaving any leftovers until morming.
Finally, the Torah commands us to keep the mitzvos, warning us not to profane Hashem's holy Name but rather to sanctify it,

reminding us that Hashemis the One Who sanctifies us and Who brought us out of Mitzrayim to be our Elokim.

HWS??Q? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is telling us in this Aliyah that an animal cannot be brought as a korban until it has spent seven days with its
mother, and we are warned not to slaughter an animal and its offspring on the same day. Lichoira, we have to ask: why does
Hashem care so much about the timing and the family of an animal? The Ramban and other mefarshim explain a deep yesod
here. Hashemdoes not need our korbanos, and these mitzvos are not because of Hashem's mercy on the animal itself, but
rather they are meant to refine us. By forcing us to wait and by forbidding us frombeing cruel even to an animal, the Torah is

shaping our middos and building our sensitivity.

This is a massive chiddush in how we look at our daily avodah. Sometimes we think that keeping mitzvos is just about

checking off boxes or fulfilling a decree. But the Torah is teaching us that every single halachah we keepis designed to make
us more refined, more sensitive, and more holy people. When you hold yourself back froma forbidden act, or when you wait
to do a mitzvah exactly the way the halachah prescribes, you are not just performing a ritual. You are actively reshaping your

neshama and becoming a more refined Yid.

If the Torah demands this level of sensitivity toward an animal, how much more so must we be careful with the feelings of our
wives, our children, our neighbors, and our chavrusas. We cannot be people who are meticulous in our learning and our
davening but insensitive to the people around us. The ultimate goal of the entire Torah is "ve'nikdashti b'toch b'nei Yisrael”,

that we create a kiddush Hashem through the refined way we live our lives.

Today, take one small action to show extra sensitivity to someone else's feelings, whether by holding back a sharp comment,
giving a warmsmile, or listening patiently to a family member, remembering that the goal of all our learning is to refine our

middos.
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