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SUKKOTI-7TH ALIYAH

L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Hashem commands Moshe Rabbeinu regarding the holy festival of Sukkos, which begins on the fifteenth day
of the seventh month (Tishrei). The Torah establishes Sukkos as a seven-day Yom Tov, starting with a day of Mikra Kodesh
on which melacha is forbidden, and followed by the bringing of daily Korbanos. We are also introduced to Shemini Atzeres

on the eighth day, which is likewise designated as a holy convocation where melacha is prohibited.

The aliyah goes on to detail the special mitzvos of the Chag, including the taking of the Arba Minim—the Esrog, Lulav,
Hadasim, and Aravos—to rejoice before Hashem, and the essential mitzvah of dwelling in the Sukkah for seven days. This
serves as a constant remembrance of how Hashemhoused Bnei Yisrael in Sukkos when He redeemed them from Mitzrayim.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah outlines the halachos of Sukkos and Shemini Atzeres, beginning with the prohibition of melacha on the first and
eighth days and the obligation of bringing daily fire-offerings. It emphasizes that these special days are celebrated in addition
to the weekly Shabbosos and the personal voluntary offerings brought by Bnei Yisrael. The Torah then commands the
gathering of the Arba Minimon the first day of the Chag, the dwelling in the Sukkah for seven days to remember the Exodus

from Mitzrayim, and concludes with Moshe Rabbeinu declaring these appointed festivals of Hashemto the Jewish people.
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TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

The Torah is mechadesh a beautiful yesod here regarding the mitzvah of Sukkah. The pasuk says, "L'ma’an yeidu
doroseichem’, so that your generations will know that I made Bnei Yisrael dwell in sukkos when I took them out of
Mitzrayim. Lichoira, we have to ask: why does the Torah make the physical dwelling in a temporary hut the central way we

remember the Exodus? Why not just have a day of learning or a special tefillah to remember the miracles?

The answer is that in Yiddishkeit, emunah is not just an intellectual concept that stays in the mind. The Tanna is teaching us
that to truly "know" and feel Hashems protection, we have to physically move our lives into it. We leave our sturdy, secure
homes and go out into a flimsy sukkah, exposed to the elements, relying entirely on Hashem's shechinah. By physically sitting
in the sukkah, eating there, and sleeping there, the emunah penetrates our very bones. Mimeila, we realize that our regular

houses aren't what protect us either; it is only Hashem.

This is our avodah not just on Sukkos, but every single day. We often try to build perfect walls of security around ourselves
through our jobs, our savings, and our plans, forgetting who is really running the world. The sugya is telling us to bring that
"sukkah-mindset” into our daily lives. We must do our normal hishtadlus, but we have to live with the tangible feeling that we

are always sitting under the protective shadow of Hashem.

Today, when you feel anxious about your parnassah, your health, or your schedule, take a deep breath and picture yourself
sitting under the s'chach of Hashem's protection. Remind yourself: "I amsafe because Hashemis holding me, not because ny

walls are strong."”
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