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L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

This aliyah continues the story of Yitzchak Avinu dwelling in Gerar among the Pelishtim during the famine. Following
Hashem's command, Yitzchak settles in the land, but he finds himself in a complex situation regarding his wife, Rivkah.
Remembering what happened with his father Avraham, Yitzchak tells the locals that Rivkah is his sister out of fear for his life,

trusting Hashem to protect them while taking necessary precautions in a hostile environment.

Eventually, Avimelech the king of the Pelishtim discovers the truth and confronts Yitzchak about the risk this posed to his
people. After clarifying the matter, Avimelech issues a royal decree to safeguard Yitzchak and Rivkah fromany harm. Free to
dwell in peace, Yitzchak turns to working the land, and Hashem grants him extraordinary berachah in his agricultural

endeavors.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

Yitzchak resides in Gerar and identifies Rivkah as his sister out of fear that the locals might kill him because of her beauty.
When Avimelech observes Yitzchak acting affectionately with Rivkah, he realizes she is his wife and summons Yitzchak to
demand an explanation. Yitzchak explains his fear for his life, prompting Avimelech to warn all his people under penalty of
death not to touch Yitzchak or Rivkah. Yitzchak then plants crops in the land and reaps a hundredfold yield that same year,

as Hashem blesses him abundantly.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Look at what happens here in the psukim. Yitzchak Avinu finds himself in a terrible nisayon, surrounded by the locals in Gerar.
Out of fear for his life, he has to keep his true connection with Rivka hidden. But the Torah tells us, 'v'yehi ki archu lo sham
hayamin, as time went on, Avimelech looks out the window and sees the way Yitzchak and Rivka are conducting themselves
with absolute holiness and purity. In an instant, the truth comes out. Right after that, Yitzchak plants in that dry land, and

Hashem grants him extraordinary hatzlacha, a hundredfold yield.

There is a profound chiddush here for our daily avodah. Sometimes a Yid finds himself in a situation where he feels
surrounded by darkness, where he feels he has to hide his true spiritual stature or fight just to survive the environment. You
might think that being in such a place slows down your growth or holds back your bracha. But the Torah is showing us the
exact opposite. Even when you are living in Gerar, when you hold firm to your kedusha and act with quiet emunah, Hashem

sees it. That very place of tension becomes the vessel for the ultimate bracha.

When you maintain your true Yiddishe tzniusz and mesoras avos even when the world around you is looking or pressure is
high, you trigger the highest level of Siyata D'Shmaya. The bracha of 'me’ah shearim’ did not come despite the difficult

environment of Gerar; it came precisely because Yitzchak stayed connected to Hashem within it.

Today, when you find yourself in a challenging or messy situation, whether at work or in a worldly setting, don't throw up
your hands or compromise on your Yiddishkeit. Stand firm, conduct yourself with the quiet kedusha of a Yid, and trust that

Hashem will send His rich bracha into your handiwork right there.
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