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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

This aliyah begins with the conclusion of Yitzchak's dealings with Avimelech. After making a feast and swearing a pact of
peace, Avimelech and his people depart. That very day, Yitzchak's servants bring him the good news that they found water in
a new well, which he names Shibah, establishing the name of the city as Beer-sheba. The narrative then transitions to Eisav

marrying two Hittite women at the age of forty, bringing great bitterness of spirit to Yitzchak and Rivkah.

We then learn of Yitzchak in his old age, whose eyesight had dimmed. Sensing that his end might be near, he calls Eisav and
asks him to hunt game and prepare a meal so he can bless him. Rivkah overhears this command and immediately instructs
Yaakov to fetch two young goats from the flock so she can prepare the meal instead. Despite Yaakov's hesitation that Yitzchak
might feel his smooth skin and curse him, Rivkah reassures him, dresses himin Eisav's finest garments and goat skins, and sends
him to receive the berachos. Yaakov presents the food to his father, and after Yitzchak feels his hands and recognizes the

voice of Yaakov mixed with the touch of Eisav, he proceeds to bless him.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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and they drank and they ate afeast  forthem and he made
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fromhim and they went Yitzchak and sent them to his brother a man and they swore in the morning And they arose early
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in peace
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the well  the matter of about him and they told Yitzchak the servants of and came that on the day And it was
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water  we found tohim and they said they had dug  that
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this the day until sheba  Beer- the cityis the name of so wupon  Shibah it And he called
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the covenant accountof on Shibah
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Beeri  daughterof  Yehudit — awife and he took years forty asonof Esav and itwas
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the Hittite  Eilon  daughterof Basmath and — the Hittite
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from the forest  boar ravages it asitissaid toaboar compared was Esau yearsold forty forty years old
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awife married years forty aged father hesaid forty aged whenhe was them and abusing their husbands from under
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and to Rivkah to Yitzchak spirit a bitterness of and they were
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were theirdeeds  all youwere rebellious  like thespirit  opposing  anexpressionof spirit bitterness of
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and for grief  toprovoke anger
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Rabbah Bereshit idolatry worshipping that they were and toRivkah toYitzchak
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the elder hisson  Esav — and he called fromseeing hiseyes and grew dim Yitzchak became old when and it was
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hereIam tohim andhesaid myson tohim and he said
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wanting his father and was thealtar upon whenhe wasbound another explanation  these of  fromthe smoke Andwere dim
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and descended  weeping and were theservice angelsof andsaw theheavens opened time atthat  toslaughter him
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Yaakov that would take inorder anotherexplanation hiseyes becamedim therefore  hiseyes upon and fell their tears
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the blessings  —
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his parents theage of aperson reaches if Korcha sonof Yehoshua Rabbi said mydeath thedayof know  Idonot
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perhaps  he said 123 theageof was andYitzchak - after andfive before them  years five  heshould worry
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close years five within andbeholdlam 127  attheageof died andshe willreach I my mother tothe age of
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game some  forme andhunt tothe field and goout andyourbow yourquiver yourgear please take and now
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but the knife =~ — sharpen wedonot whichwelearned like that  sharpening anexpressionof please take
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youfeedme sothatnot properly andslaughter yourknife sharpen 28b  Beitzah itsfellow theback of upon one passesit
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stolen property from andnot ownerless property from forme andhunt
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will blessyou  sothat  and Iwilleat tome  and bring I love suchas tasty dishes  forme and make
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I die before my soul
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game tohunt tothefield Esav and went hisson Esav to  Yitzchak when spoke waslistening And Rivkah
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to bring
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the stolen-property from he will bring game he willfind not if tobring what is tobring game  tohunt
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to  speaking yourfather — I heard behold  saying  herson Yaakov to said And Rivkah
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before Hashem before andIwillblessyou and Iwilleat  delicacies  forme and make game tome bring
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myhand upon that He approve with His permission HASHEM  Before
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you command I to that which tomy voice  listen myson And now
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them and I will make choice goats  kidsof two fromthere forme andtake theflock to please Go
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kidsof two totake inherkethubah Yitzchak forher wrote forso stolen andarenot theyare frommine forme andtake
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he brought theone rather  Yitzchak of thefood was  goats kidsof two anddid goats  kidsof Two
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Eliezer Rabbi in the Chaptersof  savoryfoods he madeinto and theone for his Pesach-offering
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the deer islike the taste of thekid thetaste of for he loved as

Pasuk 16

AN 307 13N N ER AW TAY  nNam

his death  before  he may blessyou  that ) and he shall eat toyour father and you shall bring
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aman andIam  hairy isaman mybrother Esav behold his mother Rivkah to  Yaakov And he said
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hair  apossessorof  hairy A man
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and not acurse upon nyself and I will bring like a trickster  in hiseyes and I willbe my father will feelme perhaps
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atnoon-time onegroping like  he will feel me
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forme fetch and go tomyvoice hearken only myson isyourcurse Upon me his mother tohim  And said
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his father  loved just as delicacies  his mother and made to his mother and he brought and he took And he went
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in the house were withher ~which  the coveted the older herson Esav garmentsof — Rivkah  And took
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the younger herson Yaakov — and she dressed
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Nimrod from them thathe coveted anotherexplanation cleanones asits Targum  the dean the coveted
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rather his mother  with stored andhe tohim were wives several andbehold inthehouse withher which
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and suspected them  with their deeds familiar that he was
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his neck the smooth part of and upon his hands upon she put the goats  kids of the skins of and —
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herson  Yaakov intothe hand of she had prepared  that the bread and —  the delicacy —  And she placed
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my son are you who here Iam andhe said mny father and he said hisfather to  And he came

Pasuk 25

DIp *PX D27 WKD MUY 7132 My v3I 1IN PR 2oy mn

arise  tome you spoke as I have done your firstborn ~ Esav ITam  hisfather to  Yaakov And he said
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granted fortune Because And he said myson tofind  youhurried isthis How hisson to  Yitzchak And he said
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before me  your God HASHEM
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Esav  myson thisone areyou myson andI willfeelyou please Come near Yaakov to  Yitzchak And he said
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Heaven the Nameof tohave Esav  thewayof itisnot inhisheart Yitzchak said andImayfeelyou please stepnear
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your God  Hashem caused tohappen because said andthisone inhismouth fluent
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Yaakov is the voice of the voice and he said and he felthim his father Yitzchak to  Yaakov And drew close
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Esav  are the hands of and the hands
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and he blessed him hairy his brother ~ Esav  like the hands of his hands were because did he recognize him and not
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Tam andhesaid Esav myson thisone areyou and he said
)

I8 RPR WY Cak Wy KD CAN RNy

itisI butrather Esav Iam say Hedidnot Iam Andhe said
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and he brought near my soul will blessyou sothat myson fromgame of andIwilleat tome bring near And he said
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and he drank wine tohim and he brought and he ate to him
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myson me andkiss please come near hisfather Yitzchak tohim And he said
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Hashem hasblessed it that afield islike the smellof myson the smellof — see
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0 apples afieldof andthisis good afragrance init thatHegave Hashem blessedit that  afield like the smell of
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

Yitzchak seals a covenant of peace with Avimelech over a feast, after which his servants discover a new well of water in Beer-
sheba. Later, Eisav marries two Hittite women who cause deep grief to his parents. When Yitzchak grows old and blind, he
sends Eisav to hunt game in order to bless him, but Rivkah instructs Yaakov to disguise himself with Eisav's clothes and goat
skins to receive the blessings first. Yaakov brings the prepared food to Yitzchak, who feels his hairy hands, marvels that the
voice is the voice of Yaakov while the hands are the hands of Eisav, and ultimately eats, drinks, and gives Yaakov the divine

blessings.




TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Look at what happens here when Yitzchak Avinu tries to discern who is standing in front of him. He reaches out his hands,
he feels the hairiness, but then he hears the dibbur. He hears the refined, gentle way of speaking, and he utters those famous
words: "Hakol kol Yaakov, v'’hahayadayimyedei Esav." The hands look like Esav, the external picture says Esav, but the

voice, the inner essence, the pnimiyus, is purely Yaakov.

There is a profound yesod here for our daily avodah. In our own lives, we often look at ourselves or at another Yid and all we
see are the "yedei Esav", the external roughness, the stumbles, the messy real-world struggles. We get caught up in the outer
shell. But Hashem s listening to the kol Yaakov. He hears the quiet desire of a Yid to do the right thing, the soft tefillah, the

inner yearning of the neshama that remains entirely pure no matter what outer garments it is wearing.

When you go through your day, don't judge yourself or your fellow Yid by the external hands. Don't let a rough exterior or
a moment of weakness fool you into thinking that's who you really are. Tune into the kol, recognize that deep down, every

Yid wants to be connected to Hashemand walk in His ways.

Today, when you talk to someone who seems rough or frustrating on the outside, pause and remind yourself: look past the

external hands and listen for the kol Yaakov inside them.
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