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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this final aliyah of Parshas Toldos, Yaakov Avinu sets out on his journey to Paddan-aram following the tzava'ah and
brochos of his father Yitzchak. He departs to fulfill the rotson of his parents, both to escape the anger of Eisav and to find a

choshover shidduch from the family of Lavan, keeping far away from the bnoth Kena'an.

Eisav observes these events and takes note of how much his father despises the daughters of Kena'an. Realizing that his own
Canaanite wives are bad in the eyes of Yitzchak, Eisav attempts to patch things up by going to Yishmael and taking his

daughter Mahalath as an additional wife.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Pasuk 1
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the Aramean Betuel sonof Lavan to Aram toPaddan and he went Yaakov — —  Yitzchak And he sent
WYY APY? N AR37 NN

and Esav  Yaakov motherof Rivkah brother of
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itteachesus what know Idonot andEsav Yaakov motherof

Pasuk 2
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for himself  to take Aram toPadan him  andsent Yaakovn ——  Yitzchak blessed that Esav  Andsaw
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a wife youshall take not saying him  and commanded him  when blessing a wife  from there
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Canaan  from the daughters of

Pasuk 3
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Aram  toPaddan and went his mother and to hisfather to  Yaakov And listened
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andsoforth Yitzchak blessed that Esav andsaw  above of  tothesubject isconnected Yaakov ~And thathearkened
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and that Aram toPadan andwent hisfather to  Yaakov hearkened andthat Aram toPadan him  hesent and that
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Yishmael to he also andwent Kenaan thedaughtersof were evil
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his father  Yitzchak in the eyesof Kenaan the daughters of were evil that Esav ~ And Esavsaw
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Avraham  son of Yishmael daughter of Machalas —  and took Yishmael to Esav  and went
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fora wife  tohim his wives inadditionto Nevayos  sister of

)

RINN NOTW YT N PRYRWS N2 WMNIW ynwnno a1 mnN

the sister of thatshe was know dolInot Ishmael daughter of thatit wassaid from the implication Nebaioth the sister of
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and gave heraway hermarriage before toEsau after he betrothed her Ishmael thatdied welearned rather Nebaioth
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Ishmael forbehold  years 63 asonof period atthat  Yaakov thatwas andwelearned herbrother Nebaioth
PIET DTN SNYRYY D3 mu MY TS 3py ToMyn muow Ty 1
and Yitzchak than Yitzchak Ishmael older  was years 14  Yaakov whenwasborn was years 74  asonof
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the years of and these are as it was said 137 were andhisyears 74  behold them  atthebirthof years 60 asonof
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and we learned  was years 63 asonof Ishmael whendied Yaakov itturnsout etc. Ishmael the life of
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didhestay not forbehold toHaran hewent so andafter years 14  Ever inthehouseof thathehid from here
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teen four Iservedyou asitwassaid years 14  except  Yosef . the birthof before ILavan inthe house of
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was Yosef  from whenwas born the flock and the wage of foryourflock  years  andsix daughters foryourtwo years
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whenheruled was  years 30 asonof andYosef etc. Yosef — Rachel bore when  anditwas asitwassaid
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and Yaakov famine of and2 plenty of 7 years 9 toMitzrayim Yaakov thatwentdown until and from there
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14  and calculate  go years and one hundred thirty my sojourning the years of the daysof toPharaoh  said
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53 behold Yaakov thatcame until from whenheruled andnine Yosef — of and thirty Yosef the birth of that before
nR2A E’WEW NN NI AP iy "0 12 M3 PaNn W'\EW:\
and one hundred thirty says and he 116  behold 63  asonof hewas fromhisfather and when he separated
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in the house of hehid theblessings that hereceived thatafter youlearned thus  years 14 missing  behold  years
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Yosef wasseparated not forbehold the Torah by the meritof washe punished not but years 14  Ever
:PQQ tzmmz; 2" T3 0" 7y 1M 127 ,ﬂ;tgf a2"s N?N p=hie
Yaakov thatwasseparated 22 correspondingto 39 until from 17 whichis  years 22 except from his father
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thathestayed  years andtwo Lavan inthehouseof years 20 andtheyare didhehonorhim andnot from hisfather
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our Sages z'l and explained booths he made and forhislivestock ahouse for himself andhe built asitis written on the way
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are andbooths  therains  inthedaysof is  forahouse ontheway  months 18  that he stayed verse from this
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from when he separated  above  that we calculated  the verses and according to the thesun  in the days of

calculation of
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another find we thatthere  years 130 asonof thathewas toMitzrayim thathe wentdown until from hisfather
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Torah  tolearn ILavan tothehouseof inhisgoing  Ever inthehouseof hehid certainly rather years 14
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fromhim Yosef wasseparated andnot forthem washe punished not the Torah the meritof and forthesakeof from him
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old inRashi until here measure against measure years 22 except
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the first wives —  hedivorced thatnot his wickedness upon wickedness headded hiswives Besides

CHAPTER SUMMARY

This aliyah recounts Yaakov's departure to Paddan-aramto the house of Lavan, obediently following the directives of
Yitzchak and Rivka. Upon seeing Yaakov's kibbud av v'emand realizing how deeply Yitzchak disdained the local Canaanite
women, Eisav goes to Yishmael and marries his daughter Mahalath, the sister of Nebaioth, adding her to his existing wives in

an effort to appease his father.
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Look at what happens here in the pesukim with Esav. He sees that Yitzchak blessed Yaakov and sent himaway to find a
shidduch, commanding him not to take a wife from the Bnos Knaan. Esav realizes that his father hates these Canaanite
women. So what does Esav do? He goes to Yishmael and marries Machalas, the daughter of Yishmael. But look at the
phrasing: "al nashav", on top of his existing wives. He did not get rid of the wicked Canaanite wives he already had! He just

added another wife to the mix, thinking he was fixing the problem.

The Torah is coming to show us a profound sevara in human nature and avodas Hashem. Esav understood that something
was wrong with his life, but his way of fixing it was totally external. Instead of doing real teshuvah, uprooting the bad, and
removing the bad influences from his home, he just tried to paste a good deed on top of his rotten foundation. He thought, I

will keep my bad habits, but I will add a frumrlooking step on top, and that will make everything kadosh.

How often do we fall into this exact same mistake? A Yid feels a void or knows he is doing something he shouldn't be doing,
and his yetzer hara convinces him to just add a extra chumra or do a nice segula, while leaving the bad habit untouched.
Real avodah requires us to clean out the bad first. You cannot build a kadosh home ora pure neshama by just adding good

things on top of lingering tumah.

Take one practical area in your life today where you know something is wrong, and instead of trying to cover it up with a

good deed, take one real step to actually remove or stop the bad thing itself.
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