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(VAETCHANAN - 1ST ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this first aliyah of Parshas Vaetchanan, we open with Moshe Rabbeinu's heartfelt tefillos to Hashem, pleading to be
allowed to cross the Yarden and enter Eretz Yisrael. Moshe describes how he begged Hashemto let himsee the good land,
but Hashem did not accept his tefillah on account of Bnei Yisrael, telling him to speak of it no more. Instead, Hashem
commands Moshe to ascend the summit of Pisgah to view the land fromafar and to strengthen and encourage Yehoshua,

who will lead the nation across.

Following this, the Torah transitions into Moshe's warm words of mussar and guidance to Bnei Yisrael as they prepare to enter
the land. He exhorts them to listen closely to the chukimand mishpatim, warning themagainst adding to or subtracting from
the mitzvos of Hashem. Moshe reminds them of the stark lesson of Baal-peor, where those who strayed were destroyed, while
those who clung to Hashem remained alive.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah flows from Moshe Rabbeinu's personal, intense pleading to enter Eretz Yisrael to his public instruction to the
nation. After Hashem denies his request to cross the Yarden and instructs him to prepare Yehoshua for leadership, Moshe
turns to Bnei Yisrael with a powerful charge to keep Hashem's mitzvos meticulously without any additions or subtractions. He
seals this warning by pointing to their own recent history, contrasting the total destruction of those who followed Baal-peor

with the complete survival of everyone who held fast to Hashem.

TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The parsha opens with Moshe Rabbeinu pleading with Hashem, begging to enter Eretz Yisrael. Rashi is immediately medayek
on the word "va'eschanan” that Moshe was asking fora "matnas chinam," a free gift. Lichoira, we are talking about Moshe
Rabbeinu, the master of all prophets, who spent his entire life in total self-sacrifice for Klal Yisrael. If anyone had "merits" in
their account to pay for a request, it was him. Yet, when Moshe stands before Hashemin tefillah, he divests himself of all his

achievements and asks only fora free gift.

This is a tremendous yesod in our own avodah. Sometimes a Yid feels, "I learned so much, I gave so much tzedakah, I did so
many chassadim, so Hashemowes me.” The Torah is teaching us that this is a mistake. When we come to daven, we must
realize that we have no claims on Hashem. Everything He gives usis a pure matnas chinam, an act of sheer chesed. When
you approach tefillah with this shiflus, with the recognition that you are asking for a free gift, your heart opens upin a

completely different way.

Look at the end of the aliyah: "V'atem hadvekim b'Hashem Elokeichem chayim kulchem hayom." The key to this eternal
cleaving, this dveykus, is the humility of knowing we are completely dependent on His kindness. When we stop demanding

and start asking like a child asking a loving father for a gift, we merit the ultimate connection.

Today, before you daven Mincha or Maariv, take ten seconds to stop and think: "T am standing before Hashem to ask for a

matnas chinam.” Do not focus on what you think you deserve; just ask Hashem to grant your tefillah out of His endless

chesed.
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