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L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu continues his powerful words of mussar to Klal Yisrael, urging themto hold fast to the Torah
and mitzvos. He reminds them that keeping the chukim and mishpatimis our true wisdomin the eyes of the nations, who will
see how close Hashemis to us whenever we call out to Him. Moshe warns the people with a severe warning never to forget
the Ma'amad Har Sinai, where they stood at the foot of the burning mountain and heard the voice of Hashem speaking from

the fire without seeing any physical form.

Because they saw no physical image at Sinai, Moshe warns them with the utmost caution against falling into the trap of
avodah zarah, whether by making physical images of any creature or by bowing down to the sun, moon, and stars. He reminds
them that they were pulled out of the iron furnace of Mitzrayim to be Hashem's special nation, and warns them of the bitter
galus and churban that will follow if they ever turn to idols in the land of Eretz Yisrael.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah traces Moshe's warning to Klal Yisrael about the absolute prohibition of making sculptured images or serving the
heavenly hosts, reminding them that Hashemis a consuming fire. Moshe forewarns that if they turn to avodah zarah after
settling in the land, they will be quickly destroyed and scattered among the nations, where they will be forced to serve man-
made gods of wood and stone. However, he reassures themthat even in their deepest distress in galus, if they seek Hashem
with all their heart and return to Him, He will not abandon themor forget the covenant with the Avos. Moshe concludes by
pointing to the absolute uniqueness of Jewish history—that no other nation ever heard the voice of Hashem speaking from
fire or was redeemed with such open miracles—proving once and for all that Hashemalone is Elokimin heaven above and on

earth below, and there is none else.
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The Torah is telling us a fundamental rule of our emunah: "Ata hareisa lada'at...", you have been shown, so that you should
know. At Har Sinai, Hashem did not just give us a set of rules; He showed us His reality with an open, undeniable revelation.
But the Torah immediately warns us, "pen tishkach,” do not forget what your eyes saw. Lichoira, how could a person ever
forget standing at the foot of a burning mountain and hearing the voice of Hashem? The answer is that the yetzer hara does
not work by making us intellectually deny the truth. Rather, the natural coldness of the world slowly cools down our warmth,

making our connection feel distant and old, until we are "noshanitem’, we become stale.

This is the real avodah of a Yid. Emunah is not a dry philosophy that you learn once and put on a shelf. It s a living,
breathing relationship that requires constant renewal. If we do not actively work to bring the excitement of Har Sinai into
our daily lives, the routine of the day-to-day will naturally wash it away. We have to take that clear knowledge of "ein od
milvado”, that there is absolutely nothing besides Hashem, and bring it down from our minds into our hearts, making it real

and alive every single morning.

Today, when you daven orlearn, do not just go through the motions out of habit. Take thirty seconds before you begin to
stop, close your eyes, and picture the fire of Har Sinai. Remind yourself that the very same Hashem who spoke out of the

flames is standing right here, waiting to hear your voice.
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