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CVAETCHANAN - 3RD ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu takes a break from his mussar to the Bnei Yisrael to performa major mitzvah. Even though the
three cities of refuge (arei miklat) on the eastern side of the Yarden would not actually begin protecting inadvertent killers
until the other three cities in Eretz Yisrael proper were designated, Moshe does not wait. He sets themaside immediately,

showing us his incredible love for mitzvos and how a Yid must run to do a mitzvah the very first second he gets the chance.

Following this, the Torah transitions back to the main teaching that Moshe is presenting to the Bnei Yisrael. The Torah details
the specific geographical setting where Moshe is delivering these mitzvos, reminding the nation of the great miracles Hashem
performed for themin defeating the mighty Amorite kings, Sihon and Og, and giving them possession of their lands.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

WRY AMIR 1TD ¥R DY WO mwn 51 N

of the sun toward the sunrise the Jordan on the side of  cities three Moshe separated Then
A
WRY 2'YNY BPUTRW 9272 TIp nim? 2% 1ng JPUTav N
that they were not and even though that he set themapart for the matter zealous tobe attention heset hesetapart Then

TWONY  mIgn Wk My YD PR DN T Ty nivdip

thatis possible amitzvah Moshe  said  Kenaan thatareinthelandof those that weresetapart until providing refuge

: v omEn s M

10a Makkot Iwill performit toperform it

A

977 77!27 MY 72y NIN2 wRw anmm 9T |aya

the Jordan  of  whichisontheeast side on that thesun  towards the east of the Jordan On the side of

A

- wpw Y mam aun2 @Y ATIPY L,pIaT NaTY Db Lwnw ommm

thesun  of  therising withachataph theletterresh vowelledis inconstruct thatitis because thesun eastward of

WRWD nmar apn

thesun  the shiningof the place of




Pasuk 2

2 Nar X% XA Ny o923 My NN NS WK Oin oy o

him hating not andhe knowledge without hisfellow — willmurder ~who  amurderer there toflee
M PNT DIYT M NON PN o DivRw Pinnn
and live  these the cities  of one to  and he shall flee the day before fromyesterday

Pasuk 3

TY9I3 NRNT NN INNTY WORT YIND 2RI 983 DN

in Gilead ~ Ramoth and — for the Reubenites  the plain  in the land of in the wilderness Bezer — —
WIN?  1Wa2 1993 DY TR
for the Manassites in Bashan Golan and — for the Gadites

Pasuk 4

DN 33 %3Db Mwn o wN minT nNn
Yisrael the children of before ~ Moshe placed which isthe Torah And this

Al

A AR N 1’[@’? TNy NIY T .ATINn NN

this the parsha after tosetforth isdestined whichhe this isthe Torah And this

Pasuk S

X7 13 PR MWn N3T WR DovEwRm RO NTYD PN
Yisrael the children of to Moshe  spoke that and the laws and the decrees the testimonies These are
VR DONSZ
from Mitzrayim upon their leaving
!

MM LE°EmRm OONEZ N3T WK OO Qp 98T WN L nTyn RN
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with Moshe Rabbeinu designating Bezer, Ramoth, and Golan as the three arei miklat on the eastern side of
the Yarden for anyone who kills another Jew b'shogeg. The Torah then introduces the main body of the Torah and mitzvos
that Moshe is setting before the Bnei Yisrael, describing the location of this teaching in the valley near Beis Peor. This is the
very land of Sihon and Og that the Bnei Yisrael conquered under Moshe's leadership, stretching from Aroer on the Amon

valley all the way to Mount Hermon and the Arabah Sea.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah tells us, "Az yavdil Moshe shalosh arim’, then Moshe Rabbeinu set aside three cities of refuge on the east side of
the Jordan. Rashi is immediately bothered by a major kasha: why did Moshe do this now? These three cities could not

actually function to protect anyone until the other three cities inside Eretz Yisrael proper were set aside years later.

The teretz Rashi brings is beautiful and contains a tremendous chiddush for our own avodah. Moshe Rabbeinu knew he
would never enter Eretz Yisrael, and therefore he would never be able to fulfill the mitzvah of setting up the final three cities.
Yet, Moshe said to himself: "A mitzvah that is possible for me to begin, I will at least start!" Even though the mitzvah would
remain incomplete and non-functional in his lifetime, Moshe did not say, "What's the point?” He ran with eagemess to do

whatever small part of the ratzon Hashem was available to himright then.

Lichoira, we often fall into a dangerous trap of the yetzer hara where we think in terms of "all or nothing.” We tell ourselves

that if we cannot finish the entire masechta, there is no point in learning one amud. If we cannot daven with perfect kavanah
frombeginning to end, why bother trying to focus at all? Moshe Rabbeinu teaches us the ultimate yesod of a Yid's life: we do
not work for the completion; we work for the ratzon of Hashem. If Hashem gives you an opportunity to do even a fraction of

a mitzvah, you grab it with both hands.

Today, do notlet the "all or nothing” mindset hold you back fromyour avodas Hashem. If you only have five minutes to
open a sefer, or if you can only say one brachah with real focus, do it anyway. Grab that piece of the mitzvah and run with it,

just like Moshe Rabbeinu.
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