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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu continues recounting the awe-inspiring events of Ma'amad Har Sinai. He reminds the Bnei
Yisrael how they heard the voice of Hashem speaking from the midst of the fire and the thick cloud, and how they received
the Aseres HaDibros. Moshe describes the immense fear that gripped the nation upon hearing the voice of Hashem directly,

which led them to approach him with a heartfelt request.

Fearing they would perish from the intensity of the divine revelation, the heads of the tribes and the elders begged Moshe to
actas an intermediary. They asked that Moshe go close to hear Hashem's words and then transmit them back to the nation,
promising they would faithfully listen and performall that was commanded. Hashemagreed to their request, praising their
yiras Shamayim and expressing a desire that this pure fear of Heaven remain in their hearts forever.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah concludes with Hashem instructing the Bnei Yisrael to return to their tents, while Moshe is told to remain on the
mountain to receive the rest of the Torah, including the mitzvos, chukim, and mishpatim. Moshe charges the nation to be
meticulous in keeping these commandments, warning themnot to turn aside to the right or to the left. By maintaining this
deep yiras Shamayim and walking in the ways of Hashem, they and their children will merit to live long, thrive, and multiply

in the land flowing with milk and honey.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The parsha describes the incredible moment of Kabbalas HaTorah, where Klal Yisrael heard the voice of Hashem out of the
fire and were filled with such an overwhelming yiras Shamayim that they begged Moshe Rabbeinu to receive the rest of the
Torah on their behalf. Hashem responds with a beautiful, moving expression: "Mi yiten v'hayah levavamzeh lahem'yirah
osi...", if only their hearts would remain this way, to fear Me and keep My mitzvos all the days. Lichoira, we must ask, why
does Hashemsay "if only"? Hashem runs the entire world, so if He wants us to keep this high level of inspiration, why doesn't

He just make it last?

The yeshivish sevara here is fundamental to our entire avodah. Hashemis teaching us that while He will open the heavens
and give us a massive burst of inspiration, a spiritual high where everything is clear and our neshama is on fire, He will not
make that feeling last forever. If He did, we would have no bechirah, no free will. The work of keeping that fire burning, of
translating that great "voice out of the fire" into the quiet, daily routine of our lives, is davka left to us. Hashem gives us the

spark, but we have to build the vessel to keep it alive.

We all experience moments of high inspiration. Maybe it is a beautiful, warm Shabbos, an inspiring shiur, a heartfelt tefillah on
Yom Kippur, or a moment of deep clarity in our learning. But then, the next morning, Hashemsays, "Shuvu lachem
l'oholeichem’, go back to your tents, back to the mundane, everyday world. The nisayon is not whether we can feel inspired
when the mountain is burning with fire, but whether we can carry that yirah into our regular, daily schedule when the fire is

no longer visible.

Today, take one small, concrete kabbalah (resolution) to anchor a spiritual moment you recently felt. If you had an inspiring
thought during davening or learning this week, don'tlet it fade away; write down one practical, daily action, like learning
for five minutes straight without looking at your phone, or saying one brachah slowly with kavanah, to keep that fire burning

in your "tent.”
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