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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this beautiful and foundational aliyah, Moshe Rabbeinu teaches Klal Yisrael the words of the Shema, establishing our
kabolas ol malchus Shamayimand the mitzvah to love Hashem with all our heart, soul, and resources. We are commanded to
constantly speak of these words, to teach themto our children, and to bind themas tefillin on our arms and heads, as well as

writing them on the mezuzos of our doors.

Moshe then wams the nation about the spiritual dangers of prosperity. When Hashem brings us into Eretz Yisrael to inherit
cities, houses, and vineyards we did not build or plant, we must be extremely careful not to forget Hashem Who took us out
of Mitzrayim. We are commanded to fear Hashem, serve Him, and keep His mitzvos diligently so that it will go well with us in
the land.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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and when you walk in your house when yousit of them and you shall speak to your children  And you shall teach
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asitissaid children are called that disciples place inevery wefind the disciples these are  toyour children
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youreyes between for frontlets and they shallbe yourhand wupon fora sign And you shall bind
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and on your gates your house the doorposts of upon  And you shall write
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1la  Yoma cities  andthegatesof provinces and the gatesof courtyards the gatesof toinclude And upon your gates
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to Avraham  to your fathers He swore that the land to your God Hashem bringsyou when And it shall be
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you built  not that  and good great cities toyou togive and toYaakov to Yitzchak
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you hewed  not that hewn and cisterns  you filled  not that  good things all full of and houses
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Mitzrayim from the land of brought youout ~ Who Hashem —  youforget lest yourself  Guard
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slaves there thatyouwere froma place slavery from the house of like its Targum slaves From the house of
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you shall swear and in Hisname you shall serve and Him you shall fear your God Hashem —
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especially concerningthem  towarn  itwasnecessary  afterthem  goingastray thosearoundyou —
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your God Hashem the angerof will blaze lest isinyourmidst your God Hashem impassioned a God for
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the earth the face of fromupon and He destroy you against you
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which  and His statutes and His testimonies  your God Hashem the commandmentsof —  youshallkeep Diligent
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thelaw of thelineof  inside  compromise thisis and thegood the right
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23 Shemos  etc." thepeople all —  "AndIwill confound did He speak And where He spoke As
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time after thatitis tomorrow thereis tomorrow yourson asksyou  When
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Hashem and Hashembrought  in Mitzrayim  to Pharaoh  we were slaves to your son and you shall say

us out
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and upon all upon Pharaoh in Mitzrayim and harmful great and wonders signs Hashem And He placed
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before our eyes his household
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He swore  which  the land — tous togive us tobring  in order fromthere He brought out and us
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our God  Hashem — to fear these the statutes allof — toperform Hashem And He commanded
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day as this tokeepusalive  the days all  forus for good
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before this the commandment allof — to perform  we are careful when forus itwillbe And righteousness
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah begins with the declaration of Shema Yisrael and the mitzvos of loving Hashem, learning Torah, tefillin, and
mezuzah. Moshe Rabbeinu then warns Klal Yisrael not to forget Hashemonce they enter the land and enjoy its abundance,
cautioning themagainst avodah zarah and testing Hashemas they did at Massah. Finally, the Torah instructs us how to
answer future generations when our children ask about the meaning of the mitzvos, telling us to recount the miracles of

Yetziat Mitzrayimand explain that Hashem commanded us these chukim and mishpatim for our own ultimate good and merit.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

In the parsha of Shema, the Torah warns us about a very natural human tendency. When we are in a tight spot, we cry out to
Hashem with all our heart. But what happens when we enter the good land, when we find houses full of all good things that

we did not fill, and we eat and are satisfied? The Torah warns: "Take heed that you do not forget Hashem."

Lichoira, this is a major kasha. How could a person who has seen the miracles of Egypt and received the Torah just forget
Hashem once they have a nice house and a full pantry? The teretz is that comfort breeds a subtle kind of amnesia. When
things are going smoothly and our physical needs are met, we naturally start to feel that we are the ones in control. We slip

into a state of mind where we take our blessings for granted, and our connection to Hashembecomes cold and mechanical.

The Torah's antidote to this spiritual slumber is "ve'hayu hadvarimha'eileh... hayomal levavecha"”, these words must be on
your heart "today," meaning they should always feel brand new, like a fresh gift given to you this very morning. Whether we
are sitting at home or traveling on the road, we have to actively work to keep our emunah alive and fresh, never letting our

comfort make us complacent.

Today, when you sit down to eat a meal or enjoy a comfortable moment in your home, stop for ten seconds before you make
your brachah. Actively remind yourself that this food, this roof over your head, and this comfortable life are direct,

undeserved gifts from Hashem, and say the words of the brachah with real, fresh gratitude.
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