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CVAETCHANAN - 7TH ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this final aliyah of Parshas Vaetchanan, Moshe Rabbeinu prepares the Bnei Yisrael for their entry into Eretz Yisrael,
waming themabout the seven Canaanite nations they are about to conquer. Hashem will deliver these nations into their
hands, and the Torah commands us to utterly destroy them, without making any treaties or showing them favor. We are
strictly warned against intermarrying with them, as this would lead our children away from Hashem to worship avodah zarah,

which would chas v'shalombring down Hashem's anger upon us.

Instead of adopting their ways, the Torah commands us to completely wipe out all traces of their avodah zarah by tearing

down their altars, smashing their pillars, and burning their images. Moshe Rabbeinu reminds the Bnei Yisrael of our special
status as an Am Kadosh, a holy nation chosen by Hashem to be His treasured people. This choice was not because of our

physical size, but because of Hashem's love for us and His loyalty to the shevua He made to our Avos.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

The aliyah concludes by emphasizing that Hashemis the ultimate, faithful Elokim Who keeps His covenant and shows chesed
to those who love Himand keep His mitzvos for thousands of generations. At the same time, Hashem pays back those who
hate Him by destroying them in this world without delay. Therefore, we are exhorted to be extremely careful to keep the

mitzvos, chukim, and mishpatim that Hashem commands us today, so that we may merit His eternal reward.
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The Torah is telling us a major chiddush about our relationship with Hashem. Lichoira, we might think that Hashem chose us
because we are a big, powerful, or impressive nation. But the pasuk says the exact opposite: "For you are the smallest of all the
peoples.” Rashi explains that this means we do not puft ourselves up with pride; even when Hashem showers us with

greatness, we make ourselves small and humble. Our entire connection to Hashem s built on this bittul, this quiet humility.

This is a powerful yesod for our daily avodas Hashem. The yetzer hara always wants us to feel big, to seek honor, and to
show off our accomplishments. But the real segulah of a Yid, the very reason Hashem chose us and loves us, is our ability to
remain small and humble. When we realize that everything we have is a gift from Hashem, we don't feel superior to others.

Mimeila, we create a vessel for Hashem's presence to dwell within us.

Today, when you do a mitzvah or experience a success, don'tlet it feed your ego. Take a quiet moment to make yourself

small, acknowledge that it all comes from Hashem's chessed, and thank Him for choosing you to be His.
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