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L) CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this Aliyah, we learn about the ultimate test of the Akeidah, where Hashem commands Avraham Avinu to take his beloved
son, Yitzchak, and bring himup as an olah on Har HaMoriah. We sce the incredible zrizus of Avrahamas he wakes up early in

the morning, saddles his own donkey, and sets out on the three-day journey together with Yitzchak and his attendants.

As they approach the place, Yitzchak asks his father about the missing sheep for the offering, and Avraham gently hints that
Hashem will provide the lamb. They walk together with one heart, and Avraham builds the mizbeach, binds Yitzchak, and
stretches out his hand to take the knife, demonstrating his complete bittul and yiras Shamayim before Hashem.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Avraham tohim and He said  Avraham —  tested and God these the events after  And it was
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here I am and he said
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Satan of thewords after 89b Sanhedrin whosay  from our Rabbis there are these the things  After
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or one  bull before You didhesacrifice not  Avraham thatmade thefeast fromall andsaying prosecuting whowas
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sacrifice tohim  saying Twere if  hisson forthesakeof except didhedo anything tohim Hesaid  one ram
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boasting ~ whowas Yishmael of thewords after andsomesay withheld wouldhehave not before Me — him
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one withalimb Yitzchak tohim said  protest anddidnot years thirteen attheageof thathecircumcised Yitzchak over
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withheld wouldIhave not before Me yourself sacrifice  the Holy One blessedbe  tome  said if  intimidateme  you
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readiness and anexpressionof itis humility anexpressionof  piousones . the answerof  is so HereamlI
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foryourself and go Yitzchak — youlove  whom youronlyone — yourson — please take And He said
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which  the mountains one of upon for an elevation there and bring himup ~ Moriah  the land of  to
offering
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toyou Iwillsay
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inthis forMe stand fromyou please tohim Hesaid request anexpressionof  but na isnot now Take
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substance inthem wasthere not  thefirstones  theywillsay sothatnot trial
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thisone toHim hesaid youronlyone — tohim Hesaid tome thereare sons two toHim hesaid yourson —
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bothof them toHim hesaid youlove whom tohim Hesaid tohismother isanonlyone andthisone tohismother isanonlyone
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from the beginning tohim reveal did Henot andwhy chapternine  Sanhedrin ~ Yitzchak —  tohim Hesaid love I
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tomake beloved andinorder andbecome bewildered uponhim his mind and become distracted ~ suddenly  toconfuse him soas not
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and utterance utterance every for reward tohim andtogive themitzvah —  uponhim
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in Yerushalayim Hashem the House of — tobuild . in Chronicles andso Yerushalayim Moriah The land of
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instruction that from there accountof on explained and our Rabbis three two . Chronicles  Moriah  on Mount
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nard myrrh init whichhas theincense theservice of accountof on translatedit and Onkelos to Yisrael goes forth
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spices and other
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toslaughterhim  the Holy One blessedbe  desiring was  thatnot because slaughterhim tohim did Hesay not And bringhimup
He
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bringhim down tohim Hesaid and once he broughthim aburntoffering tomake him tothe mountain tobringhimup but rather
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inorder this andall tothem reveals that andafter therighteous makesexpectant the HolyOne the mountains One of
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with Yonah and similarly 12 Bereishis ~ Iwillshowyou which theland to andsimilarly theirreward toincrease
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twoof — and he took hisdonkey ~—  and he saddled in the morning  Avraham  And he arose early
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to  and he went and he arose a burnt-offering wood of and he split hisson Yitzchak and — withhim his youth-servants
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G-d tohim  said that the place
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4 Pesachim for the mitzvah he wasalert And he rose early
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the rule disregards for love of his servants one commanded andnot  himself he  And he saddled
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without ontheway togoout ispermitted ofimportance aman  for not and Eliezer Yishmael hislads twoof —
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thesecond there willbe andgoaside forhisneeds theone  willneed sothatif Rabbah  Bereishis men two
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cleaving an expression of 19 I Shmuel  the Jordan and theyrushed like andhesplit the translation And he deaved
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fromafar the place — and he saw hiseyes — Avraham  and he lifted the third On the day
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He confused him they should say thatnot inorder immediately fromshowinghim did Hedelay — why the third On the day
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not hisheart with toconsider time tohim therewas andif hismind andbewildered suddenly and confounded him
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done would he have
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the mountain over bound acloud hesaw  the place — Andhesaw
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and the lad andI the donkey with here foryourselves stay  hisyoung men to Avraham  And he said
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to you and we will return  and we will prostrate  there until  will go
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that itis where Iwillsee AndMidrashically beforeus whichis totheplace short apath meaning here Until
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your seed shallbe Thus the Omnipresent tome which said
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both of them  that they would return  he prophesied and we will return
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and he took hisson Yitzchak upon and he placed the burnt offering the wood of ~— Avraham  And he took
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together both of them and they went the knife and — the fire — in his hand
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flesh  shall devour and mysword thatyousay as themeat —  thatitdevours theaccount on  aknife The maacheles
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on  maacheles iscalled this  another explanation for eating meat and because it prepares 32 Devarim
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itsreward the giving of eat that Yisrael  the account
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walking was hisson —  toslaughter thathegoes aware whowas Avraham together bothofthem And theywent
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in the matter  sensing was  whonot like Yitzchak  andjoy  with willingness
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and he said my son here Iam and he said my father and he said his father =~ Avraham to  Yitzchak And he said
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for a burnt offering the lamb and where is and the wood the fire  behold
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and they walked my son fora burnt-offering the lamb for Himself  will see G-d Avraham  And said
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together  both of them
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lamb  thereisno andif thelamb for Himself and He will choose He willlook out meaning thelamb for Himself He will see
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tobe slaughtered wasgoing thathe = Yitzchak thatunderstood though - andeven myson foraburnt offering
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equal withaheart together bothof them And theywent
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— Avraham  there and he built God tohim  said that the place to  And they came
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upon  him and he placed hisson Yitzchak —  and he bound  the wood — and he arranged  the altar
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and it 54  Shabbos  binding is together andfeet  thehands frombehind him andhisfeet hishands Andhe bound
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recognizable ~was  therein them  where theybind the place white ankles were whose streaked  is the language of
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hisson ~—  toslaughter the knife — and he took hishand — Avraham  And he sent

Pasuk 11

RN DTN DTN MR DWWT T MT ANRTR VYR KM

and he said ~ Avraham Avraham  and he said the heavens from Hashem anangelof tohim And he called
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here I am
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hisnal;le —. thatHerep.eats itis  affection anexpress;onof Avraham Avraham
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now for anything tohim do and donot thelad against yourhand stretchout donot And he said
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youronly one —  yourson «— withhold  and you did not are you God one who fears that  Iknow
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awound inhim let me make tohere Icame  for nothing so if  toHim hesaid toslaughter stretchout Donot
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ablemish inhim make donot anything  tohim do donot tohim Hesaid blood alittle fromhim anddraw

A

SRMP NN T°3D%7  WORK DTN 1P My N3N 37 RN onyT nny oo

my complaint  —  before You Iwillexplain Avraham toHim said Abba  Rabbi  said Tknow now  For
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— please Take andYousaid andYoureturned offspring toyou shallbecalled inYitzchak for tome Yousaid Yesterday
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the Holy One blessed be ~ tohim  said the lad to yourhand stretchout donot say You now  yourson
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7 CMMWNYD 5 v'D DPnn MK X° cnay Ny opma Proy NP

toyou when Isaid 89 Tehillim alter  Iwillnot Mylips and the utterance of My covenant profane Iwill not
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bringhimup butrather slaughter him toyou say 1did not alter  Ididnot Mylips theutterance of  take
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take him down you brought him up
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are you Gd afearerof that thattheysee now mouth anopeningof tome thereis towardsyou mylove

2 PR

PIMR2 7202 MINI M N MIM N 1Y NN OTIAR RPN

by its horns  in the thicket caught afterwards aram andbehold andhe saw hiseyes — — Avraham  And he lifted
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hisson instead of fora burnt-offering and offered itup the ram  — and he took  Avraham  and he went
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Creation daysof fromthesix forthis itwas prepared aram Andbehold
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and that wascaught  whenit  hesawit yourhand stretchout donot theangel tohim thatsaid  after After
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these after  hiseyes —  Avraham  Andlifted up is what we translate
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atree inathicket
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inthe trees  and confusedit entangledit andtheSatan  Avraham to running forhe was by its horns
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asif  issprinkled hisblood  asif  isslaughtered myson  asif tomyson isdone it asif  this thatitshould be
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ashes andbecomes isburnt he asif is flayed he
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today  itissaid as will see Hashem  that the place  the name of  Avraham  And he called
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He will be seen Hashem on the mountain of
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this  the place —  for Himself and will select will choose Hashem is like its Targum its plain meaning ~ willsee  Hashem
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sacrifices here  andtooffer His Shechinah init torest
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willappear this on the mountainof concerningit the generations for the daysof that they willsay  today itissaid As
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He
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the coming the generations thatall the Scripture whichisinall this theday until like future the days  This day
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foratonement andstanding heapedup Yitzchak — of  theashes
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the heavens from asecond time  Avraham to  Hashem the angel of And called
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this  the thing —  you have done that  because that Hashem declares I swear by Myself and he said
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youronlyone ~— yourson — withheld and not
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the heavens like the stars of your offspring — I will multiply and multiplying I will bless you blessing that
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his enemies the gate of —  your offspring and shall inherit the sea the shore of upon whichis and like the sand
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fortheson andone forthe father one  Iwillblessyou blessing

!

2% NOXY ORD NON ARAN mEem

fortheson andonce forthefather once  multiply AndIwill greatly
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My voice you have obeyed  that  because the earth the nationsof all by your descendants and shall bless
themselves
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Sheva Beer to  together and they went and they arose his youths  to Avraham  And he returned
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Sheva in Beer Avraham  and he dwelt
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twelve  living  hewas inChevron forbehold literally —dwelling not Sheva in Beer Avraham  And Abraham dwelt
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itis said as toChevron for himself and went Sheva from Beer heleft Yitzchak . the binding of  before years
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the first Chevron than those of more numerous — many days Philistines  inthelandof ~ Avraham  And he sojourned
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above we explained  as years  twenty-six and they
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also Milcah  hasborne behold  saying to Avraham  and it was told these the events after  And it was
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Avraham  was Moriah  from the mountainof uponhisreturn etc. anditwastold  these the things After
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forme itwas children without gone  hewouldhave already slaughtered myson hadbeen if  andsaying pondering
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that wasborn  the Holy One blessed be  announced tohim and Mamre Eshcol Aner from the daughtersof awife tomarryhim
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meansof by thatwere  words the thoughts of these the words  andthisis hismate the daughterof Rivkah
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the Binding
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tribes twelve  Avraham justas twelve Avraham  tothe families of her families equaled she even she  Also
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sonsof eight these soalso handmaids sonsof andfour the principal wives sonsof eight from Yaakov thatemerged
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aconcubine sonsof andfour principal wives
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Aram  the fatherof  Kemuel and — hisbrother Buz and — hisfirstborn Uz —
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Besuel and —  Yidlaf and — DPildash and — Chazo and — Kesed and —
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Avraham  brother of toNachor Milcah bore these eight Rivkah —  begot and Bethuel
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this theverse forthesakeof except written werenot these  these genealogies allof  Rivkah —  begot And Bethuel
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and — Gacham and — Tevach — she also and she bore wasReumah and hername And his concubine
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Maachah and — Tachash

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The Aliyah continues with the Malach calling out from Shamayim to stop Avraham fromharming Yitzchak, declaring that his
fear of Elokimhas now been proven. Avrahamlifts his eyes and spots a ram caught in the thicket, which he offersupasa
korban in place of his son, naming the place Hashem Yireh. After the Malach blesses Avraham with endless descendants who
will inherit the gates of their enemies, Avraham returns to Beer-sheba, and the Aliyah concludes with the news of the family

lineage of his brother Nachor, specifically mentioning the birth of Rivkah.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

The Torah is telling us that when Avraham Avinu went to the Akeidah, he did not hesitate. The pasuk says, "Vayashkem
Avrahambaboker”, he woke up early in the morming, and he personally saddled his donkey. Lichoira, this is a kasha: a wealthy
leader like Avrahamhad plenty of servants to do this heavy work for him. Why did he do it himself? Rashi brings the famous
Chazal that love disrupts the normal order of things. Avraham's love for Hashemand his desire to do His will was so powerful
that it overrode his dignity and his physical comfort. He did not wait, he did not delegate, and he did not look for excuses to

delay.

We often find ourselves facing our own small nisyonos throughout the day. The alarmgoes off for minyan, or we have a set
shiur to learn, or a difficult mitzvah comes our way. The yetzer hara immediately starts giving us excuses: "You are too tired,"
"Let someone else do it,” or "You can do it later." The teretz to the yetzer hara is to learn from Avraham Avinu. When we
have a chance to do a mitzvah, we have to run to it with zerizus, with a real excitement, showing Hashem that His will is our

greatest joy.

This is the avodah of a Yid. We do not just perform mitzvos out of cold habit; we do them with warmth and energy. When we
show Hashem that we are eager to do His ratzon, we break through our own limitations, and mimeila, Hashem opens up

doors of blessing for us that we never thought possible.

Today, the moment you have a mitzvah to do ora shiur to attend, do not hesitate for even a second, jump up and do it

immediately with joy, showing Hashemhow much you love His Torah.
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