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(VAYETZEI - 1ST ALIYAH )

L) CHAPTER PREVIEW
In this aliyah, Yaakov Avinu leaves Be'er Sheva to travel to Charan, fleeing from Esav and heading toward the house of
Lavan. On his way, he encounters Mount Moriah as the sun suddenly sets, and he prepares to sleep for the night,

surrounding his head with stones for protection.

While sleeping, Yaakov sees the famous dream of the ladder standing on the earth with its top reaching Hashem's Heaven,
and angels going up and down. Hashem appears to him, promising to protect himon his journey, to give the land to his

children, and to bring himback safely to his father's house.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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toward Charan and went Sheva fromBe'er Yaakov And wentout
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went  his father Yitzchak intheeyesof Canaan daughtersof thatevil  thatbecause account on Jacob  And Jacob went out
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that Esav and Esavsaw anditwrote Yaakov of inthe portion the matter itinterrupted Yishmael to  Esav
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the first tothe matter itreturned and whenit finished etc. heblessed
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his departure did it mention and why toHaran Yaakov andwent except towrite necessary was not Andhe wentout
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isinthecity thatthe tzaddik thatintime animpression makes  theplace from atzaddik thatdepartureof ittells rather
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departed itssplendor departed itsglory departed fromthere hedeparted itsbeauty heis itssplendor heis itsglory heis
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1 Ruth andRuth regardingNaomi whichisstated the place from Andshe wentout andlikewise itsbeauty
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toHaran togo he wentout Haranward: And he went
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from the stones of and he took  the sun  had set because there and he lodged atthe place And he encountered
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that in the place and he lay down around hishead and he placed  the place
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inaplace mentioned inthe place  but place  inwhich theverse mentioned not intheplace Andheencountered
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fromafar theplace = — andhesaw ofit asitissaid Moriah Mount itis other
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and our Rabbis and 19 16  Yehoshua toDabbasheth anditreached atYericho anditreached like And heencountered
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and we learned 7 Yirmeyahu Me entreat anddonot like 26 Berachos  prayer anexpressionof explained
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thatleaped toteachyou andheprayed write anddidnot the Scripture andaltered  Evening  the prayerof thathe instituted
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91 Chullin  HaNasheh Gid inthe chapterof thatisexplained like theearth forhim
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itimplies ~ thesun came for there andhelodged thesun andcame towrite forit itwas the sun came for
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there thathelodge inorder initstime thatnot suddenly thesun forhim that set
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beasts because of for he feared forhishead around gutter likeatype of hemade them for his head-resting-place and he placed

WNT NN POTE MY Py NAIN NNT Lt NN it ni3vam a9emnn nivn

hishead — atzaddik shallrest uponme says thisone withthisone — thisone quarreling theybegan evil
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thatissaid and thisis one stone the Holy One Blessed made them immediately shall he rest uponme says and this one
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for his head-resting-place he had placed which thestone —  andhe took
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thatheserved  years fourteen but  helay  place inthat  limitation an expression of that in the place and he lay
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inthe Torah engaged forhewas  atnight liedown hedidnot Ever inthe house of
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angelsof and behold heavenward reached anditstop earthward wasset aladder and behold And he dreamed
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onit and descending were ascending God
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donot intheland thatescorted him angels descending  that and after first Ascending and descending Ascending
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toescorthim theland outside angelsof anddescended tothefirmament andascended theland outside goout
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and God of your father ~ Avraham God of Hashem Iam and Hesaid overhim wasstanding Hashem and behold
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and to your offspring I will give it toyou wuponit arelying you  uponwhich theland Yitzchak
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toguard him above him  stood
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His Name  the Holy One Blessed be  that He associates in Scripture  we have found thatnot even though Yitzchak  And the God of
He
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not inHis holyones behold thatitissaid because so-and-so theGodof towrite intheirlifetime the righteous upon
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and confined hiseyes thatbecame dim because Yitzchak upon HisName He associated —here 15 Iyov He puts trust
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Tanchuma  fromhim ceased theevil andindlinationof likedead heis andbehold inthe house
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thatit willbe tohim Hehinted underneathhim Yisrael theland of allof  the Holy One blessedbe ~ folded  uponit lies
He
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there Chullin aperson  of  thespace forthisis cubits like four by his children tobe conquered — easy
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and northward and eastward westward and you shall burst the earth like the dust of your offspring And shall be
forth
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and through your the ground  the familiesof all  throughyou and shall be blessed and southward
offspring
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they became strong andso like and become strong and you shall breach
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the land to  and I will return you you go that  wherever and I willguard you withyou Tam  and behold
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toyou Ihavespoken thatwhich —  Thave done . that  until forsake you Iwillnot for this
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and from Lavan  of Eisav  afraid thathe was because am with you 1
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90a Gittin because inthesenseof  serves If done Thave that  Until
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his offspring regarding toAvraham  thatIpromised what and concerningyou foryour benefit concerningyou  Ispoke
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offspring your shallbecalled Yitzchak that tohim didIsay  fornot concerningEsav andnot Ipromisedit concerningyou

byx Doomod Byl 21 AP C% B2 131 pny P2 K%Y pmynn oD KN

nextto thatareattached andtothem andtohim andtoyou tome every andso of Yitzchak all andnot inYitzchak for  but
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this  before speak Hedidnot Yaakov with forbehold proves andthis concerning ameaningof serve as speaking
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did not andI this  in the place Hashem thereis Surely andsaid fromhissleep Yaakov Andawoke
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know
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like this holy inaplace haveslept Iwouldnot Ihadknown  forif know did not and I
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the house of than other this Thereisno this the place  awesome is How and he said And he was afraid
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the heavens  the gate of and this is God

!

TRiy ma n:?@;j NIRT 72 °D¥" 1 UW: lebN 1_"?5 L% a2 N o
stood this theladder Zimra sonof Yose Rabbi inthenameof Eleazar said Rabbi God house of if  for
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inthesouth  stood  Sheva forBe'er the Temple the Houseof opposite reached itsslope andthe middle of Sheva inBe'er
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was el andBeth- andBinyamin Yehudah thatisbetween ontheborder initsnorth —and Yerushalayim Yehudah of
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Yosef  the childrenof andbetween Binyamin thatisbetween ontheborder Binyamin the heritageof of  inthe north
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opposite itsslope  the middle of reaches el inBeth- anditstopis Sheva inBe'er whoselegsare aladder itcomesout
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came this righteousman  the Holy One blessed be  that Hesaid our Rabbis what theysaid andregarding Yerushalayim
He
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el  Beth-  Yerushalayim  calledit Yaakov andtheysaid overnightlodging without andshalldepart Mylodging tothe house of
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that was uprooted say I ) tosay did theylearn andfromwhere Yerushalayim andnot wasit Luz and this
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thatcame Chullin  inShechitas thatisstated theland theshrinkingof  is and this tohere andcame  Moriah ~ Mount
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yousay andif theplace andheencountered andthisis el  Beth- asfaras towardshim the Temple the House of
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hisheart  give did not he there did He detainhim not why the Temple  the House of by  Yaakov when passed
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Haran asfaras  he  shouldtheydetainhim  Heaven  andfrom his fathers that prayed  in the place topray
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he arrived when toward Haran andhewent provesit andtheverse ha-Nasheh Gid in the chapter of as we say went
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he gave init did Ipray andnot myfathers  that prayed aplace by thatIpassed isitpossible hesaid atHaran

MnE KPR N2 ORD LPINT D mEERY PR N2 7Y MM TR menyT

the one near wasnot el  Beth- this theland forhim andshrank el  Beth- asfaras andreturned toreturn  his mind
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isMount and it el Beth- he called it God the House of shallbe accountof andon near Yerushalayim rather toAi
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toconverse asitiswritten Yitzchak init thatprayed isthefield andit Avraham  onit  thatprayed Moriah
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what Yaakov the Godof thehouse of andto Hashem the mountainof to in Pesachim we say forso inthe field
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Hashem on the mountainof asitiswritten amountain whocalledit like Avraham not rather  Yaakov isdifferent
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whocalledit like Yaakov rather inthefield toconverse asitiswritten afield whocalledit like Yitzchak and not He will be seen
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precise  explained Rashi thus far ahouse
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and dothing  sechletanu like is . anoun dichilu this place fearful  how Targum  fearful How
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towear
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And its Midrashic heavenward  their prayer forascending prayer aplaceof theheavens gateof And this
exposition
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below of  theSanctuary the House of directly opposite isaligned  above of  the Sanctuary that the House of
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it and set  underhishead he placed  that  thestone — andtook in the moring Yaakov And arose early
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its top upon oil and poured asa monument
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the city was the name of Luz  however El Beit that the place  the name of —  And he called
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originally
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that this  on the way and guard me with me God will be If saying  avow Yaakov And vowed
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towear  andagarment  toeat bread tome andgive amgoing I
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with me tobe that He promised me  these promises  forme Hewillkeep if  withme God will be If
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iscalled  he bread and one whoseeks Iwill forsakeyou not for Hesaid justas toeat bread tome And He will give
1" @OPSRN OnY? WRan YN Y3 PUTE OnORT NRY MmN Loyl
37 Tehillim bread  seeking andhisseed forsaken arighteousman havelseen andnot asitissaid forsaken
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for God tome Hashem and shallbe my father the house of to in peace  and I return
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the land to  andIwill restore you tome thatHesaid justas andIreturn
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Lavan fromwaysof Ishouldlearn thatnot  thesin  from complete in peace
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thatnot end anduntil from beginning uponme HisName that will rest for God tome Hashem Andwill be
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He promised this and promise toyou  Ispoke which  asitsays justas inmy offspring unworthiness will be found
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17 Bereshis afteryou and toyour seed for God toyou  tobe asitsays to Avraham
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tome Yougive that andall God a house of shallbe asa pillar Thave setup which this and the stone
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to You I will tithe it tithe
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this will do
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hedid andso Hashem before uponit serve Iwill likeits Targum etc. apillar Iset which this And the stone
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alibation uponit andpoured apillar Yaakov andsetup

CHAPTER SUMMARY

Yaakov Avinu sets out fromBe'er Sheva toward Charan and stops at the holy site of the Beis HaMikdash to sleep. Hashem
reveals Himself to himin a dream with a ladder of angels, promising divine protection, offspring as vast as the dust of the
earth, and the ultimate inheritance of the Eretz Yisrael. Upon awakening with awe, Yaakov recognizes the sanctity of the
place, sets up the stone he slept on as a matzeivah, pours oil on it, names the site Beis El, and makes a holy vow to give ma'aser

fromall that Hashem provides him.

NWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

When Yaakov Avinu leaves Eretz Yisrael, he finds himself alone at night, sleeping on the ground with rocks around his head.
Lichoira, this was the lowest, most uncertain moment of his life. He is running away from Esav, leaving his parents' home, and
heading into the unknown. Yet, b'davka in this exact place, Hashem reveals Himself to him with the famous sulam reaching

into the heavens, promising him, "Hinei Anochi imach” - T amwith you and I will watch over you wherever you go.

The chiddush here is that Hashemisn't only found when everything is clear, peaceful, and comfortable in our lives. Yaakov
wakes upand cries out, "Achen yesh Hashem bamakon hazeh v'anochilo yadati" - surely Hashem s in this place and I did
not know it. We often think that when we are going through a dark time, a nisayon, or feeling lost, that we are distant from
Hashem. But the Torah is teaching us that Hashem s standing right there over us, waiting for us to build that connection

specifically from where we are.

Take this lesson into your day. Whenever you encounter a situation today that feels overwhelming, uncomfortable, or out of
your control, don't view it as a distraction from your avodah. Pause fora second and remind yourself: Hashemis right here in

this place with me, and I can connect to Himright now.
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