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(VAYETZEI - 4TH ALIYAH )

L/ CHAPTER PREVIEW

This aliyah begins with the story of the duda'im that Reuven brought from the field during the wheat harvest. Rochel asks
Leah for some of the duda'im, leading to an agreement between the sisters regarding who would be with Yaakov Avinu that
night. Hashemanswers Leah's tefillos, and she gives birth to Yissachar and Zevulun, followed by a daughter, Dinah. The
Torah then tells us that Hashem remembered Rochel, opening her womb, and she gave birth to Yosef Harazand.

Following the birth of Yosef, Yaakov knows that the time has come to return home to Eretz Yisrael. He approaches Lavan and
requests permission to leave with his wives and children, reminding Lavan how faithfully he served him. Lavan acknowledges

that Hashem has blessed his household solely in the zechus of Yaakov, leading into their negotiations over Yaakov's wages.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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them  and he brought in the field mandrakes and he found  wheat harvestof indaysof Reuven Andwent
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your son frommandrakesof tome please give Leah to Rachel Andsaid his mother Leah to
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jasmine Yishmael and in the language of 99 Sanhedrin itis aplant  violets dudaim
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my son the mandrakesof —  also andtotake myhusband — yourtaking Isitlittle toher And she said
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yourson the mandrakesof inexchange for  tonight ~ withyou he shalllie therefore Rachel And she said
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the mandrakesof — also totake this further andtodo isitawonder myson themandrakesof — also andtotake
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and totake andits translation my son
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tobe buried  merit  shedidnot the righteous man the cohabitation of that she belittled And because yourson the mandrakes of
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herreward toRachel Igave Thired you hiring
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Rabbah Bereshis Yissachar ~ fromthere thatcame forth helpedhim  the Holy One Blessed be that  Inthe night
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a fifth ason toYaakov and she bore and she conceived Leah to God And listened
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and she called tomy husband ny maidservant I gave because my reward God hasgiven  Leah And said




DV iy

Issachar his name
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to Yaakov asixth ason andshe bore Leah again and she conceived
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my husband  will dwell with me  this time ~ good an endowment with me God endowed me Leah and she said
M3 Y NN NIPMY DPI2 MY 9 CnT2) o3

Zevulun hisname —  and she called  sons six tohim I have borne for
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asits translation  good ~ dowry
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dwelling ahouse of inOld French  dwelling house 13 8 1 Kings habitation ahouseof as will reside with me
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hiswives all equalto sons tome forthereare withme except hisdwelling themain willbe not fromnow on
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mysister Rachel willbe not amale thisis if inherself  judgment ILeah thatjudged ourRabbis explained Dinah
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60a  Berachos toafemale anditwaschanged regardingit andshe prayed the maidservants like one of
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her womb — and opened God toher andlistened Rachel — God And remembered
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toher sister hersigns  thatshe transmitted forher Heremembered Rachel —— God And God remembered
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because Yaakov would divorce her  lest Esav of intohislot shewouldfall lest  distressed and thatshe was
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toher thattherearenot whenheheard inhisheart itarose so thewicked Esav andeven children toher thatthereare not
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totake her helusted she travailed thatnot whenhe perceived theredone the liturgical poet what he composed thatis children
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and she became terrified for himself
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ny disgrace — God has gathered and she said ason and she bore and she conceived
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be hidden shall not 60 Yeshayahu be gathered
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tohang  onwhom toher thereisnot ason tothewoman thatthereisnot time all andanAggadah thewicked Esav
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these figs ate  who yourson this vessel broke who onhim shehangsit ason toher oncethereis  herfault
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your son
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except  toestablish isdestined Yaakov thatnot through prophecy shewas knowing another ason tome Hashem Mayadd
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forthis fromme shallbe toestablish isdestined whichhe thatthat  will mayitbe shesaid tribes ten two
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of  hisadversary from whenwasborn  Yosef — Rachel  bore when
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man? K92 WK, N T wRh Wy o

Esav  and the house of aflame
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Yosef andthe house of fire  Yaakov

aflame without fire 1 Ovadiah  for stubble
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whom ny children and — ny wives — give
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I have served you  that ny service —

know you for andIshallgo forthem  you I served
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with permission - except toleave want Idonot etc. mywives —  Give
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and Hashem blessed If Lavan tohim And he said
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sons tome were not tohere
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there Lavan thesonsof the words of — and he heard asitis said sons




CHAPTER SUMMARY
The aliyah records the birth of Leah's additional children, Yissachar, Zevulun, and Dinah, after the incident with the
duda'im. Hashem then remembers Rochel, and she gives birth to Yosef. Recognizing that Yosef's birth signals the downfall of

Eisav, Yaakov approaches Lavan to request leave to return to Eretz Yisrael with his family, prompting Lavan to admit that all

his blessings came only because of Yaakov's presence.

TWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

Look at the chiddush Rashi brings on the pasuk regarding Rachel Imeinu: Hashem remembered Rachel, and the pasuk says
"va-yishma eileha Elokim’, Hashem listened to her. Rashi asks, what did Hashemhear? He heard her tefillah, but He also
remembered that she gave over the simanim to her sister Leah. Rachel gave up the ultimate closeness to Yaakov Avinu out of
pure rachmanus, so that her sister wouldn't be embarrassed. She waited for years in deep sorrow, yet she held onto her

emunah and kept davening. When the time came, Hashem remembered that act of mesiras nefesh and answered her tefillos.

This is a major yesod in our daily avodah. Sometimes a person feels stuck in a nisayon, waiting and davening for a yeshuah,
and lichoira it feels like nothing is changing. We think our tefillos or our small sacrifices go unnoticed. The Torah is telling us
that not a single tears-filled tefillah or quiet concession goes in vain. When you hold your tongue during a machlokes, when
you step back to protect someone else's kavod, or when you simply pour out your heart to Hashemin a quiet moment,

Hashem remembers every single detail.

Take this with you today: identify one small opportunity to yield to another Yid or spare someone from feeling
uncomfortable, even when you feel you are in the right. Do it purely for Hashem's sake, and trust that He hears every tefillah

and remembers every hidden act of chessed.
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