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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

L) THE SUGYA

This daf begins the final perek of Maseches Bekhorot, Perek Ma'aser Behemah, which deals with the mitzva of tithing one's
livestock. The Mishnah sets down the basic rules of where, when, and to which animals ma'aser behemah applies. It teaches
that the chiyuv applies both inside Eretz Yisrael and in Chutz La'Aretz, both when the Beis Hamikdash is standing and when
itis not, and that sheep and goats can be tithed together as one species, whereas cattle and flock, or new and old crops of

animals, cannot.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The mitzva of animal tithe

WP TN PN

applies both in the Land of Yisrael and outside of the Land of Yisrael,
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in the presence of the Temple and not in the presence of the Temple,
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with non-sacred animals, but not with consecrated animals.
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And the mitzva applies to cattle and to flock,
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and they are not tithed from one for the other.
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It applies to sheep and to goats,
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and they are tithed fromone for the other.
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It applies to new animals, born after Rosh Hashanah for animal tithes, and to old animals, born before,
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and they are not tithed from one for the other.
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The Mishnah explains why a pasuk is needed: For logically, we would have argued:
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If regarding new and old animals, which are not kelayim with one another, they are nevertheless not tithed from one

for the other,
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then regarding sheep and goats, which are kelayim with one another, is it not logical that they should not be tithed

fromone for the other?
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Therefore the verse states: "And flock” (Vayikra 27:32),
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which implies all flock is one species.
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Shall we say that our Mishnah is not in accordance with Rabbi Akiva?
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For it was taught in a braisa, Rabbi Akiva says:
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I might have thought that a person must bring up animal tithe from outside the Land of Yisrael and sacrifice it on the

mizbe'ach in Yerushalayim?
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Therefore the verse states: "And there you shall bring your burnt-offerings, and your sacrifices, and your tithes”

(Devarim 12:6).
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The verse is speaking of two tithes,
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one is animal tithe and one is grain tithe.
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This teaches: From a place where you bring up grain tithe, you bring up animal tithe;
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and from a place where you do not bring up grain tithe, you do not bring up animal tithe! So according to Rabbi Akiva,

animal tithe does not apply outside Eretz Yisrael at all, contrary to our Mishnah!
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The Gemara answers: You can even say the Mishnah agrees with Rabbi Akiva.
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There, in the braisa, it is referring to bringing the animal to be sacrificed on the mizbe'ach; here, in the Mishnabh, it is referring to

the animal becoming sanctified as a tithe.
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The Gemara adds: The wording is also precise, as the derivation cites the verse, "And there you shall bring,"
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learn from this that it refers specifically to bringing it to be sacrificed.

PUITR ONBR L2 ARY IMRR 227 OK

The Gemara asks: If so, since it is not sacrificed, why does it become holy? What is the purpose of this kedushah outside

Eretz Yisrael?
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The Gemara answers: It becomes holy to be eaten in its blemished state by the owner.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara cites the next clause of the Mishnah: The mitzva of animal tithe applies in the presence of the Temple and not in

the presence of the Temple.
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The Gemara asks: If so, even nowadays people should also be obligated to separate animal tithes! Why don't we do it today?
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The Gemara answers: It is like Rav Huna's statement, as Rav Huna said: It is a decree because of an orphan animal, a

motherless lamb, which is exempt from tithes, lest one come to tithe it together with other animals.
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The Gemara objects: If so, even originally, when the Beis Hamikdash stood, they should also not have tithed, out of the same

concern for an orphan animal!
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Rather, originally it was possible by means of an announce ment, informing people which animals were orphans.
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The Gemara asks: Here too, nowadays, it should be possible by means of an announce ment! Why stop the entire mitzva?
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Rather, Rabba said: The Rabbinic prohibition nowadays is because of a potential mishap, that someone might mistakenly

shear or work the consecrated tithe animal, or eat it without a blemish.
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And from where do you say that we are concerned for a potential mishap after the churban?
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For we learned in a Mishnah: One may not consecrate items, and one may not make vows of valuation, and one may not

declare items cherem in the present time.
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And if one did consecrate, or make a valuation, or declare cherem,

,RY R —AnRna




if it is an animal, it must be uprooted and destroyed;
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if they are produce, garments, or vessels, they should be left to rot;
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and if they are money or metal vessels, he should take them to the Salt Sea to cast themaway.
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The Gemara clarifies: And what is this uprooting of an animal?
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He locks the door in front of it and it dies on its own fromstarvation. This proves we avoid creating holy animals nowadays

due to potential mishaps.
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The Gemara asks: If so, a firstborn male animal should also not become holy nowadays, so as to avoid a mishap!
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The Gemara answers: Does the matter of a firstborn depend on us?
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It becomes holy in the womb automatically upon birth!
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The Gemara clarifies the question: This is what he is saying: Let us sell their ears to non-Jews before birth, so that they

will not become holy in the first place! Why don't Chazal require us to do this to avoid a mishap?
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ANSWER
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The Gemara suggests: It is possible to actin accordance with the ruling like Rav Yehuda, as Rav Yehuda said: It is
permitted fora person to inflict a blemish upona firstborn fetus before it emerges into the atmosphere of the world,

since it is not yet sanctified as a firstborn.
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Here too, regarding animal tithes, it is possible that he throws a blemish into it at the outset, before it becomes sanctified!
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The Gemara answers: Does he know which animal will emerge tenth?
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And if you would say that he brings out the blemished animal at the head of ten, ensuring that it becomes the tenth, the
Merciful One states: "He shall not inquire between good or bad,” meaning one may not plan in advance which animal will

become the tenth.
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And if you would say thatit is possible that he throws a blemish into his entire herd, ensuring that whichever animal

comes out tenth will be blemished,
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that is also problematic, because speedily the Bais Hamikdash will be rebuilt, and we will require animals for bringing as

offerings and there will be none unblemished!
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The Gemara asks: So too regarding a firstborn animal, why not also say speedily the Bais Hamikdash will be rebuilt, and

we will require animals for bringing as offerings and there will be none?
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The Gemara answers: Regarding offerings, it is possible to bring them from ordinary, non-firstborn animals.
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The Gemara challenges: Here too, regarding animal tithe, it is possible to bring offerings from purchased animals which are

exempt from animal tithe!
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The Gemara answers: Since he and everyone else throws a blemish into his entire herd, and blemishes that disqualify for
korbanos are common—for even cataract specks in the eye also disqualify—it will not be common to find unblemished

animals to purchase. Therefore, the Chachamimdecreed that one should not tithe his animals in present times.
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§ The Mishnah taught that animal tithe applies to non-sacred animals, but not to sacrificial animals.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: Regarding sacrificial animals, it is obvious that tithe does not apply to them, as they are not his property to

consecrate!
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The Gemara answers: The Mishnah is talking about offerings of lesser sanctity, and according to Rabbi Yosei HaGelili,
who says: Offerings of lesser sanctity are the monetary property of the owner, and therefore he has ownership to

consecrate them.
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Foritis taught in a Braisa: "And he commits a trespass against Hashem"—this comes to include offerings of lesser

sanctity, that they are the monetary property of the owner, these are the words of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili.
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Therefore, it might enter your mind to say let them be tithed, so the Mishnah comes to teach us that they cannot be tithed.

QUESTION
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The Gemara suggests: And say that indeed it is so, that offerings of lesser sanctity can be tithed!
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The Gemara answers: "It shall be holy,” the Merciful One said, implying that it becomes holy now, and not that it is already
holy.
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The Gemara asks: Is the reason only because the Merciful One wrote "It shall be holy,” implying that were it notso, I

would say that the sanctity of tithe takes effect upon them?
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Now, if a stringent sanctity does not take effect upona lesser sanctity, is it necessary to say that a lesser sanctity does

not take effect uponalesser sanctity?!
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The Gemara clarifies: What is this rule that a stringent sanctity does not take effect upon a lesser sanctity?
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For we learned in a Mishnah: Whe ther animals consecrated for the Altar or consecrated for Temple maintenance, one
cannot change them from one sanctity to another sanctity, but one can consecrate them with a monetary consecration,
ordedicate themas cherem to the Kohanim. Thus, even a higher sanctity of the Altar cannot take effect on an animal already

holy for Temple maintenance!
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The Gemara answers: Lest you say: There, not every animal stands to become a olah-offering, so a higher sanctity cannot
take effect once consecrated; but here, where every animal stands for animal tithe, even though he consecrated it fora

peace-offering, the potential obligation of tithe is not removed fromit.
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The Gemara asks: What is the practical difference if the sanctity of tithe takes effect upon an animal already consecrated asa

peace-offering?
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The Gemara answers: The difference is regarding the prohibitions of "It shall not be redeemed” and "It shall not be sold”

which apply specifically to tithes; therefore, the verse comes to teach us that tithe sanctity does not take effect on it.
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§ The Mishnah stated: And animal tithe applies to cattle and to sheep, and they are not tithed from this for that, nor

with sheep and goats, etc.

GEMARA
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The Gemara suggests: And should not new-born animals and old-born animals be tithed from this for that by a kal

v'chomer argument:
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Justas sheep and goats, which are kilayim with each other, are nevertheless tithed from one for the other; new and

old animals, which are not kilayim with each other, is it not logical that they should be tithed from one for the other?
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The verse states: "Tithe you shall tithe.” The verse speaks of two tithes, one being animal tithe and one being grain

tithe, and it compares animal tithe to grain tithe:
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Just as with grain tithe, one may not tithe from the new crop for the old crop, so too with animal tithe, one may not

tithe from new animals for old animals.

QUESTION
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The Gemara asks: If so, regarding sheep and goats also, let us say: Comparing animal tithe to grain tithe —just as grain
tithe may not be tithed from one species for another species, so too animal tithe may not be tithed from one species for

another species?

ANSWER
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The Gemara answers: The Merciful One included sheep and goats together by writing the inclusive word "flock”.
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The Gemara challenges: If so, new and old animals should also be valid to tithe fromone for another, since they are both

within "flock"!
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The Gemara answers: Behold it is written: "Tithe you shall tithe,” which equates it to grain tithes.
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The Gemara asks: And what did you see to apply the comparison to years rather than to species?
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Rava said: The verse states "year by year," teaching: I compared it regarding years, and not for another matter.
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§ We learned elsewhere ina Mishnah: One may not separate terumah from one species for a different species, and if

he separated terumabh, his terumah is not terumah.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: From where are these words derived?
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Rabbi Ami said that Rabbi Yannai said, and some say Rabbi Ami said that Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish said: The verse
states: "All the best of the oil and all the best of the wine and the grain"—the Torah is saying: Give the best of this

species for itself and the best of that species for itself, but do not separate from one species for another.

S UMMARY

The Gemara first addresses a apparent contradiction between our Mishnah and a braisa of Rabbi Akiva, who learns froma
pasuk that ma'aser behemah does not apply outside Eretz Yisrael. The Gemara answers that according to Rabbi Akiva, an
animal outside the Land still becomes kadosh as a tithe, but one does not bring it up to be sacrificed on the mizbe'ach; rather,
itis eaten by its owner once it receives a blemish. The Gemara then asks why we do not separate ma'aser behemah nowadays,
given that the Mishnah says the mitzva applies even when the Mikdash is not standing. Rabba explains that Chazal instituted
a gzeirah against separating tithes nowadays because of a potential 72PN (mishap) —namely, that a person might mistakenly
shear, work, or eat the consecrated animal without a blemish. The Gemara brings support for this gzeirah froma Mishnah
stating that one may not consecrate items nowadays, and if one does, an animal must be locked away to starve so as to
prevent any mishhandling of hekdesh. The Gemara concludes by discussing why this concern does not apply to a bekhor,
which becomes kadosh automatically from the womb, and why we do not require people to blemish their entire herd in

advance or sell part of the mothers to a non-Jew.
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The Gemara is bothered by a basic kasha: why don't Chazal require us to throw a blemish on all our animals or sell a piece of
the mother to a goy before birth so we never run into the severe issur of a mishap with a kadosh animal nowadays? Look at
the teretz the Gemara gives! If everyone were to go around damaging their herds to avoid a potential nisayon, 7132”7710
wIpnn N°2, speedily the Beis HaMikdash will be rebuilt, and when we need unblemished kosher animals to bring on the

mizbe'ach, there won't be any available!

Think about what the Tanna is telling us here. Chazal were living in the dark reality of the churban, surrounded by ruins and
Roman decrees. Lichoira, the practical, safe thing to do was to close shop and plan only for the present exile. Buta Yid
doesn't live like that. We don't plan our lives solely around the current darkness or set up our world in a way that forgets

Geulah. We keep ourselves ready. We don't ruin the future just to make today a little more comfortable or risk-free.

This is a major lesson for our day-to-day avodah. Sometimes a Yid goes through a rough patch, a spiritual or personal
churban, and the yetzer hara whispers: "Just give up on your bigger aspirations. Put a blemish on your dreams, lower your
standards, write off your potential so you don't fail." The sugya teaches us the exact opposite. Never compromise your
capacity for high kedushah just because things are hard right now. Keep your flock whole. Hashem can rebuild your personal

Mikdash in an instant, and when He does, you want to be completely ready to serve Him with your absolute best.

Today, when you feel discouraged or bogged down by current difficulties, pause and tell yourself: "I amkeeping nyself ready

for the Geulah.” Do one mitzvah or learn one extra seder with the explicit emunah that Moshiach is coming today.
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