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T HE  S U G Y A

In this sugya, the Gemara continues to analyze the specific dates established by the Tanna'im for ma'aser behemah. We

explore why these set times were instituted in the first place, explaining that the Chachamim wanted to ensure that fresh meat

would be readily available for the oleh regal coming to Yerushalayim for the Yom Tov. The Gemara delves into the exact

definitions and calendar calculations of each opinion, including Rabbi Akiva, Ben Azzai, and Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi

Shimon, examining how variations in the lengths of months like Adar and Av affect the fixed tithing dates.

We also examine the unique shita of Ben Azzai, who held that animals born during the month of Elul must be tithed by

themselves due to a safek as to whether Rosh HaShanah for ma'aser behemah is the first of Elul or the first of Tishrei. The

Gemara discusses Ben Azzai's extraordinary gadlus and why he could not simply resolve this machlokes through sevara,

leading to the explanation that these opinions were received as a kabbalah from the last Nevi'im: Chagga, Zechariah, and

Malachi.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

וּד א׳ מּ עַ D A F  5 8 A

EXPLANAT IO N

ים. לִ גָ י רְ לֵ עוֹ יָה לְ צוּ ה מְ מָ הֵ א בְּ הֵ תְּ שֶׁ י  דֵ כְּ

The Sages instituted these fixed times so that animals  should be  available  for those  who ascend for the  Festivals  to buy for

their olos, shlamim, and Yom Tov meals.

QU E ST IO N

חוֹט — שְׁ  לִ וֹר וְ כּ מְ ר לִ תָּ ן מוּ גּוֹרֶ יעַ הַ גִּ לֹּא הִ  שֶׁ ד  נַן: עַ תְ ל גַּב דִּ ף עַ אַ וְ

And even thoug h we  learned in a Mishnah: Before  the  time  of the  threshing  floor arrives , it is  permitted to se ll and to

slaug hter the animals without tithing them first, and so one might think people wouldn't wait for these dates to tithe,

ANSWER

ל. יכוֹ לֵ ן וְ וֹ זְבּ ר לִ דַ , וַהֲ יהּ נֵ מוֹ מָ וָה בְּ צְ יד מִ עֲבִ יתְ לִ יהּ דְּ א לֵ יחָ נִ

nevertheless, it is  pleasing  to him that a mitzvah should be  done  with his  money, and afterward to se ll and to eat the rest,

so people naturally gather their herds to tithe at these set times, making animals plentiful for the oleh regal.

QU E ST IO N

ן״? ״גּוֹרֶ יהּ  י לֵ רֵ אי קָ מַּ  אַ וְ

And why does  the Tanna call this designated tithing time "a threshing  floor"?

ANSWER



ן. גוֹרֶ כְּ לָה  בְ טָ דְּ

The Gemara answers: Because the arrival of this date makes  the animals teve l like  a threshing  floor. Just as grain becomes

prohibited to eat until tithed once brought to the threshing floor, so too animals become prohibited to slaughter once this date

arrives until they are tithed.

QU E ST IO N

ס״? רָ פְּ ״ ה  מָּ  כַ וְ

The Mishnah said that according to Rabbi Akiva, the times are peras before Pesach, etc. The Gemara asks: And how much is  "a

peras"?

ANSWER

ר יוֹם. שָׂ ה עָ שָּׁ   מִ חֲ חוֹת מֵ פָּ ס  רָ פְּ ין  ה: אֵ י יְהוּדָ בִּ רַ י בְּ סֵ י יוֹ בִּ שׁ רַ ירֵ פֵּ

Rabbi Yose i son of Rabbi Yehuda explained: A peras  is  not le ss  than fifteen days .

QU E ST IO N

ע? מַ שְׁ  אי מַ מַ

From where  is  this  inferred that peras means fifteen days?

ANSWER

א. גָ לְ פַּ רוֹס״ —  פְּ ״ י אֲבָהוּ:  בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rabbi Abbahu said: "Peros" means half.

QU E ST IO N

אי? מַ א דְּ גָ לְ פַּ

The Gemara asks: Half of what?

ANSWER

ן בָּ  ים יוֹם. רַ שִׁ לֹ שְׁ ח  סַ פֶ ם לְ דֶ ח קוֹ סַ פֶּ כוֹת  לְ הִ ין בְּ שִׁ  דוֹרְ ין וְ לִ אֲ וֹ יָא: שׁ נְ תַ א דְּ י הָ כִּ ח,  סַ פֶּ כוֹת  לְ הִ א דְּ גָ לְ פַּ

בָּתוֹת.  שַׁ י  תֵּ  שְׁ ר:  מֵ ל אוֹ יאֵ לִ מְ ן גַּ בֶּ ן  עוֹ מְ שִׁ

It means half of the  thirty days for reviewing the  halachos  of Pesach, like  that which is  taug ht in a Braisa: We ask and

expound in the  halachos  of Pesach thirty days  before  Pesach. Rabban Shimon ben Gamlie l says: Two weeks, which is

fourteen days—or half of a thirty-day month.

נָה שְׁ  מִ M I S H N A H

MISHNAH

ן. יוָ סִ ד בְּ חָ אֶ ר, בְּ דָ אֲ בַּ ה  עָ שְׁ  תִ ים וְ רִ שְׂ עֶ ר: בְּ מֵ זַּאי אוֹ ן עַ בֶּ

The Mishnah taught: Ben Azzai says: On the  twenty-ninth of Adar, on the  first of Sivan, and on the twenty-ninth of Av.



א רָ מָ גְּ G E M A R A

QU E ST IO N

זַּאי? ן עַ יבָא וּבֶ קִ י עֲ בִּ י רַ גִ לְ פַּ י מִ אי קָ מַ בְּ

The Gemara asks: Reg arding  what do Rabbi Akiva—who says fifteen days before Pesach—and Ben Azzai—who specifies the

twenty-ninth of Adar—disag ree?

ANSWER

ין נִ ימְ זִ ים וְ שִׁ לֹ שְׁ יוֹם  ע בְּ לַ יקְּ מִ ין דְּ נִ ימְ ר, זִ סֵ ין חָ נִ ימְ זִ לֵא וְ ין מָ נִ ימְ ן זִ יסָ נִ מוּךְ לְ סָּ  ר הַ דָ בַר: אֲ יבָא סָ קִ י עֲ בִּ רַ

ן. מַ יהּ זְ יעַ לֵ בִ י לָא קְ כִ וּם הָ שּׁ  ה, וּמִ עָ שְׁ  תִ ים וְ רִ שְׂ עֶ ע בְּ לַ יקְּ מִ דְּ

Rabbi Akiva holds: The  Adar adjacent to Nisan is  sometimes full with thirty days and sometimes defective  with twenty-

nine days; so sometimes  fifteen days before Pesach falls  on the  thirtie th day of Adar, and sometimes it falls  on the  twenty-

ninth; and because  of this  he  does  not se t a fixed calendar date  for it, but rather specifies fifteen days before Pesach.

EXPLANAT IO N

ר. דָ אֲ בַּ ה  עָ שְׁ  תִ ים וְ רִ שְׂ עֶ ן בְּ מַ יהּ זְ יעַ לֵ בִ ךְ קְ כָּ  ילְ ר, הִ סֵ לָם חָ עוֹ ן לְ יסָ נִ מוּךְ לְ סָּ  ר הַ דָ בַר: אֲ זַּאי סָ ן עַ וּבֶ

And Ben Azzai holds: The  Adar adjacent to Nisan is  always  defective , only twenty-nine days; therefore  he  se ts  a fixed

calendar date  on the  twenty-ninth of Adar.

EXPLANAT IO N

הוּ. י לְ מִ לְ שָׁ ל  גֶ י רֶ טֵ מָ ד דְּ ר — עַ שַּׂ  יעַ ים לִ דֵּ יקַ תְּ לִ רַ מְ י אָ י, אִ שִׁ י פִ לָא נְ י דְּ ידֵ יְּ ן — אַ יוָ סִ ד בְּ חָ אֶ בְּ

And regarding Ben Azzai's second date, on the  first of Sivan: Since  there  are  not many animals born between Adar and Sivan,

if you were  to say that he  should tithe  earlier, then by the  time  the  Yom Tov arrives , they will all be  g one —already sold

and slaughtered—and none will be left for the festival pilgrims.

נָה שְׁ  מִ M I S H N A H

MISHNAH

׳. כוּ ב וְ אָ ה בְּ עָ שְׁ  תִ ים וְ רִ שְׂ עֶ בְּ

The Mishnah stated that Ben Azzai sets the third time on the  twenty-ninth of Av, e tc.

א רָ מָ גְּ G E M A R A

EXPLANAT IO N

ן. מָ צְ י עַ נֵ פְ ין בִּ רִ שְּׂ  עַ תְ ין מִ לִ לוּ אֱ ר: הָ מַ אָ , דְּ יהּ מֵ עְ טַ זַּאי לְ ן עַ בֶּ

The Gemara explains: Ben Azzai is  following  his  own reasoning , as  he  said: The  animals  born in Elul are  tithed by

themse lves , because of a doubt whether Elul belongs to the previous year or the next year. Therefore, he sets the tithing date

before Elul begins, on twenty-nine Av.



QU E ST IO N

ים! שִׁ לֹ שְׁ יוֹם  ינְהוּ בְּ רִ שְּׂ  יעַ לִ וְ

The Gemara asks: But le t him require  them to tithe  on the  thirtie th day of Av, which is the very last day before Elul!

ANSWER

ן. שָׁ יָ שׁ וְ דָ חָ א בְּ ירָ כֵּ  ד הֶ בַּ  יעְ מִ ינַן לְ עֵ ב, וּבָ אָ יהּ לְ ין לֵ רִ סְּ חַ מְ ין דִּ נִ ימְ זִ

Sometimes they make  Av defective  with only twenty-nine days, so the thirtieth day would actually be the first of Elul; and we

need to make  a noticeable  distinction between new animals born in the new year and old animals born in the previous year,

so he set it on twenty-nine Av.

נָה שְׁ  מִ M I S H N A H

MISHNAH

׳. כוּ ן וְ יוָ סִ ד בְּ חָ אֶ ן, בְּ יסָ נִ ד בְּ חָ אֶ ים: בְּ רִ מְ ן אוֹ עוֹ מְ שִׁ י  בִּ רַ זָר וְ עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ רַ

The Mishnah taught: Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon say: On the  first of Nisan, on the  first of Sivan, e tc.

א רָ מָ גְּ G E M A R A

EXPLANAT IO N

בָּתוֹת.  שַׁ י  תֵּ  שְׁ ר:  מַ אָ ל, דְּ יאֵ לִ מְ ן גַּ בֶּ ן  עוֹ מְ שִׁ ן  בָּ  רַ כְּ ן —  יסָ נִ ד בְּ חָ אֶ בְּ

On the  first of Nisan is  in accordance  with Rabban Shimon ben Gamlie l, who said: Two weeks  before Pesach is the time

to start preparing, which falls on Rosh Chodesh Nisan.

EXPLANAT IO N

ן. רַ מַ אֲ דַ כְּ ן —  יוָ סִ ד בְּ חָ אֶ בְּ

On the  first of Sivan is  as  we  explained regarding Ben Azzai, so there will be animals left for Shavuos.

EXPLANAT IO N

נָה שָּׁ   י רֹאשׁ הַ רִ שְׁ  תִ ד בְּ חָ אֶ י: בְּ רִ מְ אָ יהוּ, דְּ יְ מַ עְ טַ ן לְ עוֹ מְ שִׁ י  בִּ רַ זָר וְ עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ לוּל — רַ אֱ בֶּ ה  עָ שְׁ  תִ ים וְ רִ שְׂ עֶ בְּ

ה. מָ הֵ ר בְּ שַׂ עְ מַ לְ

Setting the third time on the  twenty-ninth of Elul—Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon are  following  the ir own reasoning ,

as  they say: On the  first of Tishre i is  Rosh HaShanah for animal tithes . So the year ends on twenty-nine Elul.

QU E ST IO N

י? רִ שְׁ  תִ ד בְּ חָ אֶ רוּ בְּ מְ לֹא אָ לוּל, וְ אֱ בֶּ ה  עָ שְׁ  תִ ים וְ רִ שְׂ עֶ רוּ בְּ מְ ה אָ מָ לָ וְ

The Mishnah asks: And why did they say on the  twenty-ninth of Elul, and they did not say on the  first of Tishre i?

ANSWER



׳. כוּ הוּא יוֹם טוֹב וְ שֶׁ י  נֵ פְּ  מִ

The Mishnah answers: Because  it is  Yom Tov, e tc.

QU E ST IO N

ן! שָׁ יָ שׁ וְ דָ חָ א בְּ ירָ כֵּ  ד הֶ בַּ  עְ מֶ ינַן לְ עֵ בָ , דְּ יהּ וֹק לֵ יפּ תִ וְ

The Gemara asks on the Mishnah's reason: But le t him derive  it from the  fact that we  need to make  a distinction between

new and old, and on Rosh Chodesh Tishrei the new year has already begun!

ANSWER

י אִ הוּא יוֹם טוֹב, וְ שֶׁ י  נֵ פְּ  ד — מִ עוֹ ן, וְ שָׁ יָ שׁ וְ דָ חָ א בְּ ירָ כֵּ  ד הֶ בַּ  יעְ מִ ינַן לְ עֵ בָ א — דְּ דָ ר, חֲ מַ אָ ד קָ עוֹ א וְ דָ חֲ

א. תָּ  רְ קַ וּם סְ שּׁ  יוֹם טוֹב מִ ר בְּ שֵּׂ  עַ ר לְ שָׁ  פְ אֶ

The Gemara answers: The Tanna is  saying  one  reason, and another reason. One  reason is that we  need to make  a

distinction between new and old; and another reason is  because  it is  Yom Tov, and it is  impossible  to tithe  on Yom

Tov because  of the  s ikrasa—the red paint used to mark the tenth animal, which is forbidden to paint on Yom Tov.

נָה שְׁ  מִ M I S H N A H

MISHNAH

׳. כוּ ר וְ מֵ זַּאי אוֹ ן עַ בֶּ ה.  מָ הֵ ר בְּ שַׂ עְ מַ נָה לְ שָּׁ   לוּל רֹאשׁ הַ אֱ בֶּ ד  חָ אֶ ר: בְּ מֵ יר אוֹ אִ י מֵ בִּ רַ

We learned in the Mishnah: Rabbi Meir says: On the  first of Elul is  Rosh HaShanah for animal tithes . Ben Azzai says , e tc.

א רָ מָ גְּ G E M A R A

BR AI SA

ן. מָ צְ עַ ין לְ רִ שְּׂ  עַ תְ ין מִ לִ לוּ אֱ ךְ — הָ כָּ ים  רִ מְ לוּ אוֹ לָּ  הַ , וְ ךְ כָּ ים  רִ מְ לוּ אוֹ לָּ  הַ יל וְ אִ זַּאי: הוֹ ן עַ בֶּ ר  מַ יָא, אָ נְ תַּ

It was  taug ht in a Braisa, Ben Azzai said: Since  these  Sages (Rabbi Meir) say thus, that the new year is one Elul, and these

Sages (Rabbi Elazar and Rabbi Shimon) say thus, that it is one Tishrei, and I am in doubt who is correct, the  animals  born in

Elul are  tithed by themse lves .

QU E ST IO N

בַּר!  תַּ  סְ אן מִ מַ יהּ דְּ מֵ עְ י טַ זֵ יחְ לִ וְ

The Gemara asks on Ben Azzai: And le t us  see  whose  reason is  more  log ical, and follow that opinion!

QU E ST IO N

יהוּ, יְ מַ עְ טַּ  י אַ אֵ י קָ צֵ א: לָא מָ ימָ תֵּ י  כִ וְ

And if you would say that he  was  not able  to g rasp the ir reasoning  and decide between them,

O BJECT IO N



זֶּה! חַ הַ רֵ קֵּ ן הַ ץ מִ וּם חוּ שּׁ  פַּת הַ י לִ קְ כִּ י  לַ ין עָ מִ ל דּוֹ אֵ רָ שְׂ י יִ מֵ כְ ל חַ כׇּ ר:  מֵ זַּאי אוֹ ן עַ בֶּ יָא:  נְ תַ הָ וְ

was it not taug ht in a Braisa: Ben Azzai says: All the  Sag es  of Yisrae l are  compared by me  to a g arlic pee l, except for

this  bald one—referring to Rabbi Akiva! So Ben Azzai was certainly brilliant enough to understand their reasons!

R E SO LU T IO N

י. כִ אָ לְ יָה וּמַ כַרְ י זְ גַּ י חַ פִּ  , מִ רוּהָ מָ ה אֲ מוּעָ שְּׁ   י הַ פִּ  נָן: מִ חָ י יוֹ בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rabbi Yochanan said: They said it based on an oral tradition from the ir teachers , g oing  back to Chag g a, Zechariah,

and Malachi, so it was a tradition without explicit reasoning to analyze.

BR AI SA

ן? מָ צְ עַ ין לְ רִ שְּׂ  עַ תְ ים מִ לִ לוּ אֱ זַּאי הָ ן עַ בֶּ ר  מַ ד אָ יזֶה צַ אֵ יָא: בְּ נְ תַּ

It was  taug ht in a Braisa: In what manner did Ben Azzai say that animals  born in Elul are  tithed by themse lves?

STATEMENT

ין, פִ רְ טָ צְ ין מִ לוּל — אֵ אֱ בֶּ ה  שָּׁ   מִ חֲ ב וַ אָ ה בְּ שָּׁ   מִ דוּ לוֹ חֲ לְ נוֹ

If five  animals were  born to him in Av and five  in Elul, they do not combine  to make up the minimum ten required for tithing;

STATEMENT

ין, פִ רְ טָ צְ ין מִ י — אֵ רִ שְׁ  תִ ה בְּ שָּׁ   מִ חֲ לוּל וַ אֱ בֶּ ה  שָּׁ   מִ חֲ

if five  were  born in Elul and five  in Tishre i, they do not combine ;

STATEMENT

ין. פִ רְ טָ צְ ב מִ אָ ה בְּ שָּׁ   מִ חֲ י וַ רִ שְׁ  תִ ה בְּ שָּׁ   מִ חֲ

but if five  were  born in Tishre i of this year and five  in Av of the next year, they combine !

QU E ST IO N

א! יטָ שִׁ  פְּ

The Gemara asks: It is  obvious! Since Tishrei to Av is all one tax year according to everyone, why wouldn't they combine?

ANSWER

ן. ע לַ מַ שְׁ  א מַ נוֹת, קָ י גֳּרָ קִ סְ פְ ים, מַ נִ שָׁ י  קִ סְ פְ מַ י דְּ יכִ י הֵ כִּ א,  ימָ תֵ הוּ דְּ מַ

The Gemara answers: Lest you say: Just as  the change of years  divides  herds into separate tithing groups, so too the passing of

the intermediate tithing threshing -floor dates  divides  them, even within the same year; therefore the Braisa comes to teach us

that threshing-floor dates do not prevent combining.

PR O O F

ין, פִ רְ טָ צְ ין מִ נָה — אֵ שָּׁ   ר רֹאשׁ הַ חַ אַ ה לְ שָּׁ   מִ חֲ נָה וַ שָּׁ   י רֹאשׁ הַ נֵ פְ ה לִ שָּׁ   מִ נַן: חֲ תְ דִ כְּ

This is as  we  learned in a Mishnah: Five  born before  Rosh HaShanah and five  born after Rosh HaShanah do not

combine ;

PR O O F



ין. פִ רְ טָ צְ וּ מִ לּ י אֵ ן — הֲרֵ גּוֹרֶ ר הַ חַ אַ ה לְ שָּׁ   מִ חֲ ן וַ גּוֹרֶ י הַ נֵ פְ ה לִ שָּׁ   מִ חֲ

however, five  born before  the  threshing  floor date  and five  born after the  threshing  floor date  do combine .

STATEMENT

יר דִּ ן לַ סָ נְ וֹ י, כּ רִ שְׁ  תִ ה בְּ שָּׁ   מִ חֲ לוּל וַ אֱ בֶּ ה  שָּׁ   מִ חֲ ב וַ אָ ה בְּ שָּׁ   מִ דוּ לוֹ חֲ לְ זַּאי, נוֹ ן עַ בֶּ י  רֵ בְ דִ בָא: לְ ר רָ מַ אָ

ר, שֵּׂ  עַ תְ הִ לְ

Rava said: According  to the  words of Ben Azzai, if five  animals were  born to him in Av, five  in Elul, and five  in Tishre i,

he  bring s  them into the  pen to be  tithed,

וּד ב׳ מּ עַ D A F  5 8 B

R E SO LU T IO N

: ךְ שָׁ  ה נַפְ מָּ  ין, מִ טוּרִ פְּ ר  אָ שְּׁ   הַ ין וְ לִ לוּ אֱ ן הָ ד מִ חָ ל אֶ טֵ נוֹ וְ

and he  takes  one  of the  animals born in Elul to be the  tithe , and the  remainder are  exempt from ma'aser, whichever way

you look at it:

EXPLANAT IO N

ים, טוּרִ פְּ ב  אָ דְ ין וּ פִ רְ טָ צְ י מִ רִ שְׁ  תִ לוּל וְ אֱ נָה — דֶּ שָּׁ   לוּל רֹאשׁ הַ אֱ בֶּ ד  חָ אֶ י בְּ אִ

If the first of Elul is  Rosh Hashanah for animal tithe, then the five animals born in Elul and the five born in Tishre i combine

to form the requisite group of ten, and the five born in Av are  exempt, since they belong to the previous year and there are not

ten of them;

EXPLANAT IO N

ין. טוּרִ פְּ י  רִ שְׁ  תִ ין דְּ פִ רְ טָ צְ לוּל מִ אֱ ב וֶ אָ נָה — דְּ שָּׁ   י רֹאשׁ הַ רִ שְׁ  תִ ד בְּ חָ אֶ י בְּ אִ וְ

and if the first of Tishre i is  Rosh Hashanah, then the animals of Av and Elul combine  together to make ten, while those of

Tishre i are  exempt. Either way, the animals of Elul are definitely obligated in ma'aser, whereas the rest are exempt.

O BJECT IO N

ר? חֵ ן אַ גוֹרֶ פוּ לְ רְ טַ צְ : לִ תְּ רַ מְ אי אָ מַ

The Gemara challenges Rava's logic: What are  you saying ? Why should those born in Tishrei be exempt? Let them combine

with another tithing  period when more animals are born later in the year!

R E SO LU T IO N

פֵק. לֹא סָ נָא, וְ מָ חֲ ר רַ מַ אי אָ דַּ י וַ ירִ שִׂ עֲ

The Gemara answers: The Torah said that the tithe must be a definite  tenth, and not a doubtful tenth. Since there is a safek

whether these animals belonged to the past year's crop or the upcoming year's crop, they cannot be tithed.

QU E ST IO N

א! יטָ שִׁ  פְּ

The Gemara asks on Rava: Isn't it obvious  that he takes one from the Elul group, since only their obligation is definite?



ANSWER

ן. ע לַ מַ שְׁ  א מַ , קָ נָךְ הָ ל מֵ קַ שְׁ י מִ י לְ תֵ א אָ מָ ילְ זוֹר, דִּ גְ א לִ ימָ תֵ הוּ דְּ מַ

The Gemara answers: Lest you say that the Sages should decree  against tithing the Elul group le st he  come  to take  from

those  born in Av or Tishrei by mistake, Rava teaches  us  that the Sages made no such decree.

נָה שְׁ  מִ M I S H N A H

MISHNAH

ין? רִ שְּׂ  עַ ד מְ י זֶה צַ אֵ י׳ בְּ נִ תְ מַ

MISHNAH: In what manner does  one  tithe  his animals?

MISHNAH

ת, חָ אֶ צֵאת כְּ ין לָ לִ כוֹ יִם יְ נַ שְׁ לֹּא יְהוּ   שֶׁ י  דֵ כְּ ן  טָ ח קָ פֶּתַ ם  ה לָהֶ שֶׂ עוֹ יר, וְ דִּ ן לַ סָ נְ וֹ כּ

He g athers  them into the  pen, and makes  a small opening  for them so that two  animals will not be  able  to exit as  one ,

MISHNAH

ה, עָ שְׁ  נָה, תִּ מוֹ שְׁ ה,  עָ בְ שִׁ ה,  שָּׁ   שִׁ ה,  שָּׁ   מִ ה, חֲ עָ בָּ  רְ ה, אַ שָׁ לֹ שְׁ יִם,  נַ שְׁ ד,  חָ ין: אֶ נִ וּמוֹ

and they count: One , two, three , four, five , s ix, seven, e ig ht, nine ,

MISHNAH

ר״. שֵׂ עֲ י זֶה מַ ״הֲרֵ ר:  מֵ אוֹ א וְ רָ יקְ סִ ר בְּ י סוֹקֵ ירִ שִׂ צֵא עֲ יּוֹ הַ וְ

and the  one  that emerg es  tenth, he  marks  with red paint and says: “This  is  ma'aser.”

MISHNAH

ין. רִ שְּׂ  עַ תְ וּ מִ לּ י אֵ ים — הֲרֵ דִ מְ ים אוֹ עוֹ בוּצִ ן רְ נָאָ מְּ שֶׁ בֶט, אוֹ  שֵּׁ   בַּ ן  נָאָ לֹא מְ א, וְ רָ יקְ סִ רוֹ בְּ קָ לֹא סְ

If he  did not mark it with red paint, or did not count them with a rod, or if he  counted them while  lying  down or

standing  still inside the pen, these  are  nevertheless validly tithed.

MISHNAH

ר. שֵׂ עֲ ין זֶה מַ ד — אֵ חָ ל אֶ נָטַ ה וְ רָ שָׂ ה, עֲ רָ שָׂ ל עֲ נָטַ ה וְ אָ יָה לוֹ מֵ הָ

However, if he  had one  hundred animals and simply took ten, or if he had ten and took one  without counting them out one

by one, this  is  not ma'aser.

MISHNAH

ר. שֵׂ עֲ ר: מַ מֵ ה אוֹ י יְהוּדָ בִּ רַ י בְּ סֵ י יוֹ בִּ רַ

Rabbi Yose i b'Rabbi Yehudah says: It is  valid ma'aser.

MISHNAH

ין, טוּרִ פְּ וּ  לּ י אֵ ן — הֲרֵ כָ תוֹ ין לְ יִ נוּ מְּ ן הַ ד מִ חָ ץ אֶ פַ קָ



If one  of those  already counted jumped back into  the pen among  them, these  uncounted animals in the pen are  exempt

from ma'aser, because each one might be the animal that was already counted.

MISHNAH

ים. לִ עָ ן לַבְּ מוּמָ לוּ בְּ כְ יֵאָ אֲבוּ, וְ תָּ  סְ יִּ שֶׁ ד  עוּ עַ לָּם יִרְ  וּ ן — כּ כָ תוֹ ין לְ רִ שָּׂ עוּ מְ ן הַ מִ

If one of the  tithed ones  jumped back into  the pen among  them, creating a safek as to which animal is holy, all of them must

g raze  until they deve lop a blemish, and then they may be  eaten in the ir blemished state  by the  owner.

א רָ מָ גְּ G E M A R A

BR AI SA

ין לִ כוֹ יִם יְ נַ שְׁ לֹּא יְהוּ   שֶׁ י  דֵ כְּ ן  טָ ח קָ פֶּתַ ם  ה לָהֶ שֶׂ עוֹ יר, וְ דִּ ן לַ סָ נְ וֹ ר? כּ שֵּׂ  עַ ד מְ י זֶה צַ אֵ נַן: בְּ בָּ  נוּ רַ תָּ ׳  מָ גְּ

ת, חָ אֶ צֵאת כְּ לָ

GEMARA: The  Rabbis  taug ht in a Braisa: In what manner does  one  tithe? He  g athers  them into the  pen, and makes  a

small opening  for them so that two will not be  able  to exit as  one ,

BR AI SA

ן. מָּ  את אִ רַ קְ אוֹת לִ צְ יוֹ עוֹת, וְ גוֹ ים, וְ נִ פְ בִּ ם מִ הֵ ץ וְ חוּ בַּ  ם מִ יהֶ וֹתֵ ימּ אִ

the ir mothers  are  left standing outside  and they are  inside , and the mothers bleat, and the young animals exit to meet the ir

mother.

QU E ST IO N

! ינְהוּ ינְהוּ אִ קִ פְּ  לַ וְ

The Gemara asks: And le t him push them out himself!

ANSWER

ירוּהוּ. יַּעֲבִ  שֶׁ לֹא  יב, וְ תִ כְּ ״יַעֲבוֹר״ 

The Gemara answers: The posuk says, “shall pass” is  written, meaning that it must pass on its own, and not that people

should make  it pass  by pushing it.

QU E ST IO N

! יהּ וָתֵ קוּ לְ פְּ י לִ א וְ קָ הוּ יַרְ י לְ דֵּ שְׁ  לִ וְ

The Gemara asks: And le t him throw veg etables  outside  for them so they will g o out to  eat it! Why use the mothers?

ANSWER

וּם יָתוֹם. שּׁ  וּם לָקוּחַ וּמִ שּׁ  ה מִ ירָ זֵ ב הוּנָא: גְּ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rav Huna said: Using mothers is a Rabbinic decree  on account of a purchased animal and on account of an orphan animal,

which are exempt from tithes; if vegetables were used, one might accidentally tithe them too.

BR AI SA



בֶט. שָּׁ   ת הַ חַ תַּ ת  ינָהּ עוֹבֶרֶ אֵ שֶׁ יפָה  רֵ טְּ ט לַ רָ פְּ ת״ —  חַ תַּ ר יַעֲבֹר  שֶׁ  ל אֲ כׇּ ״ נַן:  בָּ  נוּ רַ תָּ

The Rabbis  taug ht in a Braisa: The posuk says, “Whatever passe s  under the rod” (Vayikra 27:32)—this excludes  a tre ifah,

which cannot pass  under the  rod due to its fatal defect.

BR AI SA

בֶט. שֵׁ  ן בְּ נוֹתָ מְ וָה לִ צְ מִ

It is a mitzvah to count them with a rod.

BR AI SA

ן? יִ נַּ  ים, מִ דִ מְ ים אוֹ עוֹ בוּצִ ן רְ נָאָ מְּ שֶׁ בֶט, אוֹ  שֵׁ  ן בְּ נָאָ לֹא מְ

If he  did not count them with a rod, or he  counted them lying  down or standing , from where  do we know that they are

holy?

BR AI SA

קוֹם. ל מָ כׇּ  ״ — מִ שׁ קֹדֶ י  ירִ שִׂ עֲ ״הָ ר:  מַ מוּד לוֹ לְ תַּ

The posuk states : “The  tenth shall be  holy,” implying that it becomes holy in any case .

BR AI SA

ן? יִ נַּ  י״ מִ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ מוֹ  שְׁ א  רָ י״, לֹא קְ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ מוֹ  שְׁ א  רָ קְּ שֶׁ לָּא   י אֶ ין לִ אֵ וְ

And I have  derived only a case where  he  called its  name  “tenth”; from where  do we know it is holy even if he  did not call

its  name  “tenth”?

BR AI SA

קוֹם. ל מָ כׇּ  ״ מִ שׁ קֹּדֶ יֶה  ״יִהְ ר  מַ מוּד לוֹ לְ תַּ

The posuk states : “Shall be  holy,” teaching that it is holy in any case .

BR AI SA

ין? רִ שָּׂ עוּ יוּ מְ ל יִהְ ד, יָכוֹ חָ ל אֶ נָטַ ה וְ רָ שָׂ ה, עֲ רָ שָׂ ל עֲ נָטַ ה וְ אָ יוּ לוֹ מֵ ל הָ יָכוֹ

I mig ht have thought that if he  had one  hundred and took ten, or ten and took one , I mig ht have thought they should be

tithed;

BR AI SA

י. ירִ שִׂ ין זֶה עֲ אֵ י״, וְ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ ר  מַ מוּד לוֹ לְ תַּ

therefore the  posuk states : “The  tenth,” and this  is  not a tenth because he did not count them.

BR AI SA

ר. שֵׂ עֲ ר: מַ מֵ ה אוֹ י יְהוּדָ בִּ רַ י בְּ סֵ י יוֹ בִּ רַ

Rabbi Yose i b'Rabbi Yehudah says: It is  valid ma'aser.

QU E ST IO N



ה? י יְהוּדָ בִּ רַ י בְּ סֵ י יוֹ בִּ רַ יהּ דְּ מֵ עְ אי טַ מַ

The Gemara asks: What is  the  ta'am of Rabbi Yose i b'Rabbi Yehudah?

ANSWER

ם״ — כֶ תְ רוּמַ כֶם תְּ ב לָ שַׁ  נֶחְ ״וְ ר:  מֵ ל אוֹ מֵ ן גּוֹ בֶּ זָר  עָ לְ בָּא אֶ  יָא: אַ נְ תַ ל, דְּ מֵ ן גּוֹ בֶּ זָר  עָ לְ בָּא אֶ  אַ יהּ כְּ בַר לֵ סָ

ר. שֵׂ עֲ ת מַ רוּמַ ת תְּ חַ אַ לָה, וְ דוֹ ה גְּ רוּמָ ת תְּ חַ בֵּר, אַ  דַ כָּתוּב מְ  רוּמוֹת הַ י תְ תֵּ  שְׁ  בִּ

He holds  like  Abba Elazar ben Gomel, as  it was  taug ht in a Braisa that Abba Elazar ben Gomel says: The posuk says, “And

your terumah shall be  reckoned to you” (Bamidbar 18:27)—the  posuk speaks  of two terumos: one  is  Terumah Gedolah,

and one  is  Terumas Ma'aser.

EXPLANAT IO N

בָה — שָׁ  חְ מַ ד וּבְ מֶ אוֹ לֶת בְּ טֶּ י לָה נִ דוֹ ה גְּ רוּמָ תְּ הַ שֶׁ ם  שֵׁ  כְּ

Just as  Terumah Gedolah is  taken by e stimation and by thoug ht, so too animal tithe can be set aside by estimation without

exact counting.

S U M M A RY

The Gemara clarifies that the Chachamim set three fixed times for animal tithes to ensure a supply of animals for festival

pilgrims, as people naturally prefer to perform a mitzvah with their property before selling or eating the rest. The Gemara

explains the machlokes between Rabbi Akiva and Ben Azzai regarding the pre-Pesach date, noting how their views depend on

whether Adar adjacent to Nisan can be a full month or is always defective. We then explore the opinions of Rabbi Elazar and

Rabbi Shimon, explaining why their third date falls on the twenty-ninth of Elul rather than Rosh HaShanah itself, both to

separate the old year's animals from the new and because painting the red mark (sikrasa) on the tenth animal is forbidden on

Yom Tov. Finally, the Gemara discusses Ben Azzai's practice of tithing Elul-born animals by themselves due to his safek

between Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Elazar/Rabbi Shimon, establishing through Rabbi Yochanan that this doubt stemmed from

tradition passed down from the Nevi'im Chagga, Zechariah, and Malachi.



ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

The Gemara is bothered by a very basic question: why does a Yid wait for these fixed zmanim of the goren to tithe his

animals? After all, lichoira, before the zman arrives, he is allowed to sell or shacht them without tithing them first! The

Gemara gives a beautiful teretz: nichai lei d'lis'avid mitzvah b'mamoneih, a Jew naturally takes pleasure when a mitzvah is

done with his money, so he willingly waits to do the mitzvah first and only then sell and eat the rest.

Look at what the Tanna is telling us about who we really are. A person could easily think, why drag out the process? Why

hold back my profits when I can sell my flock right now, completely kosher, without any extra work? But Chazal reveal to us

the deep ratzon of a Yid. A Jew doesn't look for quick shortcuts to bypass a mitzvah. Deep down, our ultimate cheishek is for

our physical assets, our hard-earned mamon, to be used for Hashem's sake. That desire is so strong that a person will delay his

own business just so his animals can serve a higher purpose.

This is a major chiddush for our daily avodah. We live in a world that constantly pushes us to ask, what is the fastest, easiest

way to get things done? But when it comes to Yiddishkeit, we don't just want to be yotzei or get away with the bare

minimum. We actually want the mitzvah in our possessions. When you write a check for tzedakah, pay for your children's

chinuch, or buy food for Shabbos, don't view it as an expense or a burden. Feel that deep inner simcha: Hashem gave me

mamon, and I am zocheh to make it into a mitzvah.

Today, when you spend money on a mitzvah or pause your work to davening or learning, pause for one second and feel the

warmth of that choice. Say to yourself, I am glad that my money and my time are being used for Hashem.
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