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T HE  S U G Y A

In this sugya, the Gemara delves into the mechanics of sanctifying ma'aser behemah and explores whether the tenth animal

needs explicit verbal designation or if it automatically becomes holy on its own. Drawing comparisons between animal tithes

and grain tithes, the Gemara examines various braisos to trace the exact source for Rava's shitta regarding the automatic

kedushah of the tenth animal inside the pen.

We then move into a fascinated shakla v'tarya concerning errors made during the counting process. The Gemara analyzes the

status of the ninth or eleventh animal mistakenly called 'tenth', evaluating Rabbi Shimon's kal v'chomer and exploring how a

'count fit to reach ten' affects the obligation of the entire flock.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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BR AI SA

בָה, שָׁ  חְ מַ ד וּבְ מֶ אוֹ לֶת בְּ טֶּ  ר נִ שֵׂ עֲ ת מַ רוּמַ ף תְּ אַ

Just as terumah gedolah can be designated in thought without explicit verbalization, so too terumas ma'aser is  taken by

estimation and by thoug ht alone;

PR O O F

ה, רוּמָ נָא תְּ מָ חֲ יהּ רַ יֵ רְ ר קַ שֵׂ עֲ וּמַ

and the  Merciful One  calls  ma'aser rishon "terumah,"

PR O O F

לָה״, נַחֲ יִּם לְ וִ לְ י לַ תִּ ה נָתַ רוּמָ ימוּ לַה׳ תְּ ר יָרִ שֶׁ  ל אֲ אֵ רָ שְׂ י יִ נֵ ר בְּ שְַ עְ ת מַ י אֶ כִּ ״ יב:  תִ כְ דִּ

as  it is  written: "For the  tithe  of the  Children of Israe l which they raise  up to Hashem as  terumah, I have  g iven to the

Levi'im as  an inheritance ."

EXPLANAT IO N

ן, גָ ר דָּ שֵׂ עֲ מַ ה לְ מָ הֵ ר בְּ שְַ עְ שׁ מַ קַּ תַּ י אִ וְ

And now, ma'aser behemah is  juxtaposed to ma'aser dagan (grain tithe ),

IN FER ENCE

בָה. שָׁ  חְ מַ ד וּבְ מֶ אוֹ ל בְּ טָּ י ה נִ מָ הֵ ר בְּ שְַ עְ ף מַ בָה — אַ שָׁ  חְ מַ ד וּבְ מֶ אוֹ ל בְּ טָּ י ן נִ גָ ר דָּ שְַ עְ ה מַ מָ

just as  g rain tithe  is  taken by e stimation and by thoug ht, so too animal tithe  is  taken by e stimation and by thoug ht.

Thus we see that verbal counting is not strictly necessary for animal tithe.



STATEMENT

. שׁ דוֹ יו הוּא קָ לָ אֵ י מֵ ירִ שִׂ בָא: עֲ ר רָ מַ אָ

Rava says: The  tenth animal becomes holy on its  own, automatically, even if it was never counted or explicitly designated.

QU E ST IO N

א? בָא הָ רָ יהּ לְ נָא לֵ מְ

The Gemara asks: From where  does  Rava know this  principle?

PR O O F

יָא: נְ תַ א דְּ הָ א מֵ ימָ לֵּ י אִ

If we  say he derives it from that which is  taug ht in a braisa:

BR AI SA

ן? יִ נַּ  י״ מִ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ מוֹ  שְׁ א  רָ י״, לֹא קָ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ מוֹ  שְׁ א  רָ קָּ שֶׁ לָּא   י אֶ ין לִ אֵ

"I only have  a source that it becomes holy in a case where  he  called its  name  'tenth'; from where  do I know a case where he

did not call its  name  'tenth'?

BR AI SA

קוֹם. ל מָ כׇּ  ״ — מִ שׁ קֹדֶ יֶה  י יִהְ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ ר:  מַ מוּד לוֹ לְ תַּ

The verse  state s : 'The  tenth shall be  holy'—in any case ," implying it becomes holy automatically even if not named tenth.

O BJECT IO N

! יהּ יֵ רְ ״ קַ שׁ קֹדֶ ״  , יהּ יֵ רְ לָא קַ י״ הוּא דְּ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ א  מָ לְ דִ וְ

The Gemara rejects this proof: But perhaps  that braisa is discussing a case where he  didn't call it 'tenth', but he  did call it

'holy'? So it doesn't prove it becomes sanctified completely on its own without any speech!

PR O O F

יָא: נְ תַ א דְּ הָ לָּא מֵ  אֶ

Rather, perhaps Rava derives it from that which is  taug ht in this  braisa:

BR AI SA

ר. שֵׂ עֲ י מַ ירִ שִׂ עֲ הָ , וְ מוּמוֹ ל בְּ כָ י נֶאֱ יעִ שִׁ  תְּ בֵּר — הַ  לֹא דִּ י וְ ירִ שִׂ עֲ יָצָא הָ י״, וְ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ י  יעִ שִׁ  א לַתְּ רָ קָ

If he  called the  ninth animal 'tenth', and the  tenth came  out and he  did not speak at all, the  ninth is  eaten in its

blemished state , and the  tenth is  holy as tithe . Here we see the tenth becomes holy even though he didn't utter a word!

O BJECT IO N

י, ירִ שִׂ יהּ עֲ ר לֵ בָּרַ י אִ ם, דְּ תָ י הָ אנֵ שָׁ א  מָ לְ דִ וְ

The Gemara rejects this proof too: But perhaps it is  different there , because  the  tenth was  clearly clarified by the fact that it

emerged from the pen;



O BJECT IO N

! יהּ לָּוֵ י י עִ וִ חְ אַ י, דְּ י נָמֵ אִ

or alternative ly, perhaps he  pointed at it as it came out, so there was an action, whereas here where it stayed in the pen, it

wouldn't become holy on its own!

PR O O F

יָא: נְ תַ א דְּ הָ לָּא מֵ  אֶ

Rather, Rava derives his ruling from that which is  taug ht in this  braisa:

BR AI SA

ין. טוּרִ פְּ לָּם   כוּ , וְ מוּמוֹ ל בְּ כָ י נֶאֱ יעִ שִׁ  יר — תְּ דִּ בַּ י  ירִ שִׂ ת עֲ י״, וּמֵ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ י  יעִ שִׁ  א לַתְּ רָ קָ

If he  called the  ninth 'tenth', and the  tenth died in the  pen, the  ninth is  eaten in its  blemished state , and all of them are

exempt from ma'aser.

IN FER ENCE

י? ירִ שִׂ יהּ עֲ שׁ לֵ דַ קְ וּם דִּ שּׁ  או מִ ין, לָ טוּרִ פְּ לָּם   וּ א כּ מָ עְ אי טַ מַ

The Gemara analyzes: What is  the  reason that all of them are  exempt? Is  it not because  the  tenth became  holy on its  own

inside the pen, thus exempting the flock?

O BJECT IO N

ר! טֵ וֹ י פּ אוּ רָ יָן הָ נְ בָא: מִ ר רָ מַ אָ הָ י, דְּ אוּ רָ יָן הָ נְ מִ רוּ בְּ טַ פְּ י אִ א דְּ מָ לְ דִ וְ

The Gemara rejects: But perhaps they were  exempted because  of a count fit to reach ten, as  Rava himse lf says: A count

fit to reach ten exempts  the animals from tithe even if no tenth was actually separated!

PR O O F

יָא: נְ תַ א דְּ הָ לָּא מֵ  אֶ

Rather, Rava derives it from that which is  taug ht in a braisa:

BR AI SA

ר. שֵׂ עֲ י מַ ירִ שִׂ עֲ הָ , וְ מוּמוֹ ל בְּ כָ י נֶאֱ יעִ שִׁ  תְּ יר — הַ דִּ בַּ י  ירִ שִׂ יֵּיר עֲ  תַּ  שְׁ  נִ י״, וְ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ י  יעִ שִׁ  א לַתְּ רָ קָ

If he  called the  ninth 'tenth', and the  tenth remained in the  pen, the  ninth is  eaten in its  blemished state , and the  tenth

is  ma'aser! This explicitly proves that the tenth becomes holy even while remaining inside the pen.

QU E ST IO N

ין! לִּ י חוּ יעִ שִׁ  יָא: תְּ נְ תַ הָ וְ

The Gemara asks a contradiction: But isn't it taug ht in another braisa: The  ninth is  total chullin (secular), not requiring a

blemish to be eaten?

ANSWER

יא, ה הִ ן יְהוּדָ בֶּ ן  עוֹ מְ שִׁ י  בִּ י? רַ נִּ א מַ ת: הָ שֶׁ  שֵׁ ב  רַ יהּ דְּ מֵּ  נָּא קַ  תַּ י  נֵ תָּ



A tanna recited a braisa before  Rav Sheshet: Whose  view is  this  ruling that the ninth is sanctified? It is  Rabbi Shimon ben

Yehuda,

BR AI SA

ן: עוֹ מְ שִׁ י  בִּ וּם רַ שּׁ  ר מִ מֵ ה אוֹ ן יְהוּדָ בֶּ ן  עוֹ מְ שִׁ י  בִּ יָא: רַ נְ תַ דְּ

as  it is  taug ht in a braisa: Rabbi Shimon ben Yehuda says  in the  name  of Rabbi Shimon:
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BR AI SA

וּ, נּ ימֶ י הֵ ירִ שִׂ ם עֲ שֵׁ ר  ן נֶעֱקַ כֵּ ם  לָּא אִ  שׁ אֶ דוֹ ינוֹ קָ י אֵ יעִ שִׁ  תְּ ף הַ אַ

The Baraisa according to Rabbi Shimon states: Even the  ninth animal that was mistakenly called the tenth is  not sanctified

unless  the  name  of “tenth” was  uprooted from the actual tenth animal itse lf, meaning that the tenth animal was also called by

a wrong name.

EXPLANAT IO N

ן. ין נוֹתֵ דִּ הַ וְ

And log ical reasoning  dictates  this result:

QU E ST IO N

וּ, נּ ימֶ י״ הֵ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ ם  שֵׁ ר  ן נֶעֱקַ כֵּ ם  לָּא אִ  שׁ אֶ דוֹ ינוֹ קָ ב, אֵ רַ יקְ ה לִ שָּׁ  דוּ ה קְ שֶׂ הוּא עוֹ שֶׁ ר  שָׂ ד עָ חַ ה אַ וּמָ

If regarding the  e leventh animal mistakenly called tenth, which creates  a sanctity to be  offered up on the mizbe'ach as a

shelamim, yet it is  not sanctified unless  the  name  of “tenth” was  uprooted from the tenth animal itse lf;

QU E ST IO N

י לָא — ין, אִ וּ — אִ נּ ימֶ י״ הֵ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ ם  שֵׁ ר  ם נֶעֱקַ אִ שֶׁ ין  ינוֹ דִּ ב — אֵ רַ יקְ ה לִ שָּׁ  דוּ ה קְ שֶׂ ין עוֹ אֵ שֶׁ י  יעִ שִׁ  תְּ

לָא?

then regarding the ninth animal mistakenly called tenth, which does  not create  a sanctity to be  offered up as a korban, but is

merely eaten after developing a mum, is  it not log ical that if the  name  of “tenth” was  uprooted from the tenth animal itse lf,

then yes , it becomes holy, but if not, then no, it does not become holy at all?

R EFU TAT IO N

נֶת! נּוֹתֶ יא הַ הִ

The Gemara rejects this kal v'chomer: That itse lf is  what dictates  the opposite logic!

EXPLANAT IO N

י לָא — לָא; ין, אִ וּ — אִ נּ ימֶ י הֵ ירִ שִׂ ם עֲ שֵׁ ר  י נֶעֱקַ ב, אִ רַ יקְ ה לִ שָּׁ  דוּ ה קְ שֶׂ הוּא עוֹ שֶׁ ר  שָׂ ד עָ חַ אַ

Regarding the  e leventh animal, which creates  a sanctity to be  offered up, its halocha is strict: if the  name  of tenth was

uprooted from the tenth animal, then yes , it becomes holy; if not, then no, it does not become holy.

EXPLANAT IO N



וּ. נּ ימֶ י הֵ ירִ שִׂ ם עֲ שֵׁ ר  לָא נֶעֱקַ ל גַּב דְּ ף עַ ב, אַ רַ יקְ ה לִ שָּׁ  דוּ ה קְ שֶׂ ינוֹ עוֹ אֵ שֶׁ י  יעִ שִׁ  תְּ

However, regarding the ninth animal, which does  not create  a sanctity to be  offered up, perhaps it becomes sanctified even

thoug h the  name  of tenth was  not uprooted from the tenth animal!

EXPLANAT IO N

י לָא — לָא. ין, אִ וּ — אִ נּ ימֶ י הֵ ירִ שִׂ ם עֲ שֵׁ ר  י נֶעֱקַ י — אִ ירִ שִׂ יהּ עֲ ר לֵ בָּרַ י אִ ר, דְּ שָׂ ד עָ חַ י, אַ י נָמֵ אִ

Or alternative ly, you can refute it another way: Regarding the  e leventh animal, where  the  tenth has  already been clarified

and designated before the eleventh came out, if the  name  of tenth was  uprooted from the tenth animal, then yes , it becomes

holy, but if not, then no, it does not become holy.

EXPLANAT IO N

וּ, נּ ימֶ י״ הֵ ירִ שִׂ ״עֲ ם  שֵׁ ר  לָא נֶעֱקַ ל גַּב דְּ ף עַ אַ י, וְ ירִ שִׂ יהּ עֲ ר לֵ בָּרַ י י לָא אִ כַּתִּ  אַ י, דְּ יעִ שִׁ  תְּ

Whereas regarding the ninth animal, where  the  tenth has  not yet been clarified when the ninth emerges, it becomes sanctified

even thoug h the  name  of “tenth” was  not uprooted from the tenth animal later!

STATEMENT

י. ידִּ וּ לָא מִ תּ

The Gemara concludes: There is nothing  more  to be said to uphold Rabbi Shimon's proof, and his view is refuted.

STATEMENT

ר. טֵ וֹ י פּ אוּ רָ יָן הָ נְ בָא: מִ ר רָ מַ אָ

Rava said: A count that was  fit to reach ten exempts  the animals counted from ma'aser, even if the count was interrupted

before reaching ten.

QU E ST IO N

א? בָא הָ רָ יהּ לְ נָא לֵ מְ

The Gemara asks: From where  does  Rava have  this  halocha?

QU E ST IO N

ין. טוּרִ פְּ ן  לָּ  וּ ן — כּ כָ תוֹ ין לְ יִ נוּ מְּ ן הַ ד מִ חָ ץ אֶ פַ נַן: קָ תְ א דִּ הָ א מֵ ימָ לֵּ י אִ

If we  say he derives it from that which we  learned in our Mishnah: If one  of the  counted animals jumped back into them,

into the pen among those that were not yet counted, all of them are  exempt from ma'aser;

QU E ST IO N

י? אוּ רָ יָן הָ נְ מִ או בְּ רוּ — לָ טַ פְּ י אִ יהוּ דְּ יְ ין גּוּפַ יִ נוּ מְ

and we analyze it: As for the counted animals themse lves  that were  exempted, is  it not because  they were counted with a

count that was  fit to reach ten?

R EFU TAT IO N

! יהוּ יְ וַ לָּ י ר עִ שַּׂ  עַ א דְּ מָ לְ דִ וְ



The Gemara rejects this: But perhaps  that Mishnah is talking about a case where  he  had already tithed over them, meaning

the tenth animal had already emerged and tithed those that came before it!

O BJECT IO N

ן! כָ תוֹ ין לְ רִ שָּׂ עוּ מְ ן הַ י: מִ נֵ תָּ א  , הָ תְּ רַ מְ ית אָ צֵ יא לָא מָ הִ הָ

The Gemara pushes back: You cannot say that, for behold, the  se fa teaches  a separate case: If one of those  that were  tithed

jumped back into them! This implies the reisha is dealing with animals that were counted but not yet tithed!

ANSWER

״! עוּ ״יִרְ י  נֵ תָ קָ י דְּ א נָמֵ יְקָ א, דַּ קָ וְ ר דַּ שֵׂ עֲ ין״? מַ רִ שָּׂ עוּ ״מְ אי  א מַ מָ לְ דִ וְ

The Gemara answers: And perhaps what does “tithed” mean in the sefa? It means the actual ma'aser specifically, the tenth

animal itself! The lang uag e  is  also precise , as  it teaches: All of them shall g raze , which is a stringency that applies when a true

ma'aser animal gets mixed in, but not merely counted animals. So Rava could not have proven his rule from there.

PR O O F

בַר. בָר עָ כְּ  שֶׁ לֹא  ״יַעֲבוֹר״, וְ א  רָ ר קְ מַ בָא: אָ ר רָ מַ לָּא אָ  אֶ

Rather, Rava said: The  posuk says , "Whatever shall pass  under the rod, the tenth shall be holy"—implying that animals that

are yet to pass require tithing, and not an animal that has  already passed.

EXPLANAT IO N

א? רָ ימְ מֵ יכָא לְ רִ יהוּ — צְ יְ וַ לָּ י ר עִ שַּׂ  עַ י דְּ בַר? אִ בָר עָ כְּ  שֶׁ אי  מַ

Now, what is  this animal that has  already passed? If you say it means that he  already tithed over them, does  that need to

be  said? Obviously once an animal is tithed, it doesn't need to be tithed again!

IN FER ENCE

. נַּהּ י ע מִ מַ שְׁ י?  אוּ רָ יָן הָ נְ מִ הוּ בְּ רוּ לְ טַ פְּ י אִ או דְּ לָּא לָ  אֶ

Rather, is  it not referring to animals that were  exempted throug h a count that was  fit to reach ten? The Gemara concludes:

Learn from this  that it is so.

PR O O F

בָא: רָ יהּ דְּ וָותֵ כְּ יָא  נְ תַּ

It was  taug ht in a Baraisa in accordance  with Rava:

BR AI SA

ם — הֶ ד מֵ חָ ת אֶ ה, וּמֵ שָּׁ   מִ נֶה חֲ יר, וּמָ דִּ ן לַ יסָ נִ כְ הִ ים וְ אִ לָ ה טְ רָ שָׂ יוּ לוֹ עֲ הָ

If a person had ten lambs and broug ht them into the  pen, and he  counted five , and then one  of them died—

BR AI SA

ם, יהֶ לֵ ים עֲ לִ שְׁ  נֶה וּמַ ת — מוֹ ים מֵ יִ נוּ מְּ ן הַ ם מִ אִ

if one  of the  counted ones  died, he  continues  counting  and completes  the ten upon them, because the count of five was

broken and was not a fit count;



BR AI SA

ר. חֵ ן אַ ין לַגּוֹרֶ פִ רְ טָ צְ ים מִ יִ נוּ ינָן מְ אֵ שֶׁ  ין, וְ טוּרִ פְּ ים  יִ נוּ ת — מְ ים מֵ יִ נוּ ינָן מְ אֵ שֶּׁ   ם מִ אִ וְ

and if one  of those  that were  not counted died, the  counted ones  are  exempt, because at the time they were counted it

was a minyan haraui, a count fit to reach ten, and those  that were  not counted combine  at another threshing  floor season

to be tithed.

STATEMENT

ח זֶה, פֶתַ ה בְּ עָ בָּ  רְ אַ ח זֶה, וְ פֶתַ ה בְּ שָּׁ   שִׁ אוּ  יָצְ יר, וְ דִ ן לְ יסָ נִ כְ הִ ים וְ אִ לָ ר טְ שָׂ ה עָ עָ בָּ  רְ יוּ לוֹ אַ בָא: הָ ר רָ מַ אָ וְ

ם. שָׁ ירוּ  יְּ תַּ  שְׁ  ה נִ עָ בָּ  רְ אַ וְ

And Rava said: If a person had fourteen lambs and broug ht them into a pen, and s ix came  out throug h this  opening  on

one side, and four came  out throug h that opening  on the other side, and four remained inside  the pen:

STATEMENT

ר; חֵ ן אַ גוֹרֶ ין לְ פִ רְ טָ צְ ר מִ אָ שְּׁ   הַ ם, וְ הֶ ד מֵ חָ ל אֶ טֵ אוּ — נוֹ ה יָצְ שָּׁ   שִּׁ   ח הַ פֶתַ ם בְּ ה, אִ עָ בָּ  רְ ם אַ אוֹתָ

Regarding those  four that remained, if they came  out throug h the  opening  of the  s ix, combining with them to make ten, he

takes  one  of them as ma'aser for the ten, and the  remaining  four (from the other opening) combine  at another threshing

floor season;

STATEMENT

ר. חֵ ן אַ גוֹרֶ ין לְ פִ רְ טָ צְ ה מִ עָ בְּ רְ ה אַ עָ בָּ  רְ אַ ין, וְ טוּרִ פְּ ה  שָּׁ   שִׁ או —  ם לָ אִ וְ

and if not, meaning they did not come out through the door of six, then the s ix are  exempt because they were part of a fit count

of fourteen, and the two groups of four and four combine  at another threshing  floor season.

STATEMENT

ה — עָ בָּ  רְ ם אַ שָׁ ירוּ  יְּ תַּ  שְׁ  נִ ח זֶה, וְ פֶתַ ה בְּ שָּׁ   שִׁ  ח זֶה, וְ פֶתַ ה בְּ עָ בָּ  רְ אוּ אַ יָצְ

If four came  out throug h this  opening , and s ix throug h that opening , and four remained inside—

STATEMENT

ים; טוּרִ פְּ ר  אָ שְּׁ   הַ ד, וְ חָ ם אֶ הֶ ל מֵ טֵ אוּ — נוֹ ה יָצְ שָּׁ   שִּׁ   ח הַ פֶתַ ה בְּ עָ בָּ  רְ ם אַ ם אוֹתָ אִ

if those  four came  out throug h the  opening  of the  s ix, he  takes  one  of them as ma'aser for that ten, and the  re st, the

original four from the other door, are  exempt because they belonged to a fit count of fourteen;

STATEMENT

ר. חֵ ן אַ גוֹרֶ ין לְ פִ רְ טָ צְ ה מִ עָ בָּ  רְ אַ ים, וְ טוּרִ פְּ ה  שָּׁ   שִׁ  ה וְ עָ בָּ  רְ או — אַ ם לָ אִ וְ

and if not, the  four and the  s ix are  exempt because both counts were fit to reach ten, and the  four remaining ones combine

at another threshing  floor season.

STATEMENT

ה — שָּׁ   שִׁ ם  שָׁ ירוּ  יְּ תַּ  שְׁ  נִ ח זֶה, וְ פֶתַ ה בְּ עָ בָּ  רְ אַ ח זֶה, וְ פֶתַ ה בְּ עָ בָּ  רְ אוּ אַ יָצְ

If four came  out throug h this  opening , and four throug h that opening , and s ix remained inside—



STATEMENT

ים; טוּרִ פְּ ר  אָ שְּׁ   הַ ד וְ חָ ם אֶ הֶ ל מֵ טֵ ד — נוֹ חָ ח אֶ פֶתַ אוּ בְּ ה יָצְ שָּׁ   שִׁ ן  ם אוֹתָ אִ

if those  s ix came  out throug h one  of the opening s, he  takes  one  of them as ma'aser to join the four from that door, and the

rest are  exempt;

STATEMENT

ר. חֵ ן אַ גוֹרֶ ין לְ פִ רְ טָ צְ ה מִ שָּׁ   שִׁ  ים, וְ טוּרִ פְּ ה  עָ בָּ  רְ או — אַ ם לָ אִ וְ

and if not, if three went out each door, the  four and four are  exempt, and the  s ix combine  at another threshing  floor

season.

QU E ST IO N

נָא! מְ א זִ דָ בָא חֲ הּ רָ רַ מְ אַ הָ ר? וְ טֵ וֹ י פּ אוּ רָ יָן הָ נְ מִ ן, דְּ ע לַ מַ שְׁ  א מַ אי קָ מַ

The Gemara asks: What is  this  coming  to teach us? That a count fit to reach ten exempts? But Rava already said it once !

ANSWER

ינַן, רִ מְ כָא — לָא אָ הָ י לְ זֵ חֲ דַ כָא וְ הָ י לְ זֵ חֲ י, דַּ אוּ רָ יָן הָ נְ פֵק מִ ינַן, סְ רִ מְ י אָ אוּ רָ יָן הָ נְ אי מִ דַּ א: וַ ימָ תֵ הוּ דְּ מַ

ן. ע לַ מַ שְׁ  א מַ קָ

The Gemara answers: Lest you say: Only a definite  count fit to reach ten do we  say exempts, but a doubtful count fit to

reach ten—where  it is  fit for here  and fit for there , as it could potentially join either exit—we do not say it exempts; therefore

Rava comes to teach us  that even a doubtful minyan haraui exempts.

STATEMENT

ד, חָ ם אֶ הֶ ל מֵ וֹ טּ אֶ יר וְ דִּ ם לַ יסֵ נִ כְ אַ ה וְ רָ שָׂ רוֹר עֲ בְ ר: אֶ יֹאמַ ים, לֹא  אִ לָ ר טְ שָׂ ה עָ שָּׁ   מִ יוּ לוֹ חֲ בָא: הָ ר רָ מַ אָ וְ

ים, טוּרִ פְּ ר  אָ שְּׁ   הַ וְ

And Rava said: If a person had fifteen lambs, he  should not say: “I will se lect ten, put them into the  pen, and take  one

from them as ma'aser, and the  remaining  five  will be  exempt” without putting them in the pen;

STATEMENT

ר. חֵ ן אַ גוֹרֶ ין לְ פִ רְ טָ צְ ר מִ אָ שְּׁ   הַ ד, וְ חָ ם אֶ הֶ ל מֵ טֵ נוֹ ה, וְ רָ שָׂ יא עֲ צִ יר, וּמוֹ דִּ ן לַ סָ נְ וֹ לָּא כּ  אֶ

rather, he  must bring  all of them into the  pen, and re lease  ten, and take  one  from them, and the  remaining  five combine

at another threshing  floor season.

PR O O F

ים, אִ לָ ר טְ שָׂ ה עָ שָּׁ   מִ יוּ לוֹ חֲ י: הָ כִ י הָ יָא נָמֵ נְ תַּ

It was  also taug ht in a Baraisa like  this : If a person had fifteen lambs,

S U M M A RY

The Gemara demonstrates that just as terumah gedolah and ma'aser dagan can be designated through thought and

estimation, ma'aser behemah likewise does not strictly require explicit verbal counting. Rava establishes that the tenth animal

becomes holy automatically, a principle the Gemara proves from a braisa where the tenth remains in the pen after the ninth was



mistakenly called 'tenth'. The Gemara then analyzes Rabbi Shimon's opinion regarding the ninth animal, refuting his logic

that it depends on uprooting the status of the tenth. Finally, the Gemara introduces Rava's rule that a count fit to reach ten

exempts the counted animals from future ma'aser obligations, even if the counting was interrupted before the tenth animal

actually emerged.

ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

Rava teaches us a remarkable chiddush on our daf: "asiri me'elav hu kadosh", the tenth animal becomes holy on its own.

When a Yid counts his flock and reaches ten, that tenth animal becomes kedosh ma'aser even if he never opened his mouth to

say the word "asiri." The inherent kedushah of Hashem's mitzvah rests upon it automatically, simply because it reached the

place where it belonged.

There is a deeply inspiring lesson here for our own avodah. A person might sometimes feel small, disconnected, or uninspired.

You might think, "I didn't say the tefillah with enough kavana," or "I am not on a high spiritual madreiga right now." But the

Torah is revealing to us that kedushah is not always created by our brilliant words or intense feelings. When you step up to do

a mitzvah, when you put yourself in the place of Hashem's ratzon, the kedushah is activated me'elav, on its own. By virtue of

you being there and standing counted as part of Hashem's nation, Hashem rests His holiness upon you.

Don't wait until you feel perfect or spiritually inspired to do what is right. Just put yourself in the room, open the sefer, or

stand up to davening. Set yourself in place for the mitzvah, and trust that Hashem's kedushah will automatically rest upon

your actions.

Today, perform one mitzvah, whether opening a sefer or giving a coin to tzedakah, without waiting for the "right mood,"

relying on the reality that doing the act itself brings Hashem's kedushah.
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