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LJ THE SUGYA

In this sugya, the Gemara continues to clarify the precise mechanisms of maaser behemah, specifically exploring how animals
are counted and what happens when a mistake occurs during the tithing process. The sugya contrasts our Mishnah with a
braisa regarding a case of nineteen lambs, analyzing whether remaining animals combine for a future tithing period or become
exempt completely depending on the setup of the pen's openings and the nature of the count. The Gemara discusses different

modes of counting, such as counting pair by pair, counting backwards, or counting according to various verbal designations.

Additionally, the sugya delves into the classic Mishnah detailing the halachos when the owner misnames the animals around
the tenth—calling the ninth "tenth," the tenth "ninth,"” and the eleventh "tenth.” The Gemara presents the dispute between
Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Yehuda regarding the exact status of the eleventh animal, whether it functions as a shelamimora
temurah, and derives the source from the pesukim for why specifically the animals adjacent to the tenth are sanctified through
the owner's error.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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He may not say:
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“I will select ten animals from the flock and take one of them as animal tithe and the remainder of the flock will be exempt”

from tithes.
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Rather, he must gather theminto the pen, and remove ten of them through the opening, and take one of them as animal

tithe,
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and the rest combine with animals born later for another tithing period.

GEMARA
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The Gemara asks: But isn't it taught in a braisa:
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If a person has nineteen lambs,
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he may not say: “I will select ten and take one of them as maaser, and the rest are exempt,”

BR AISA
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rather he must gather theminto the pen, and remove ten and take one of them,
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and the remainder are exempt completely from tithing, and do not combine for another tithing season! Why then does our

Mishnah say they combine?
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Rav Huna bar Sehora explained this braisa before Rava at the time of the festival discourse:
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We are dealing with a pen that has two openings,
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and nine lambs went out through this opening, and nine lambs went out through that opening,

EXPLANATION
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so that this last nineteenth lamb remaining inside is fit to combine with the nine here or with the nine there. Since all eighteen

animals were part of a count fit to reach ten, all nineteen become exempt.
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The Gemara asks: And let him answer instead that the braisa speaks of a case where he counted nine lambs,
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and when he reached the tenth, he called it “one” and began counting from the beginning! So only the nineteenth became

the tenth animal counted, exempting the rest.
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The Gemara answers: Rav Huna bar Sehora holds that the tenth animal is sanctified automatically, regardless of what name

the owner calls it.
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The Gemara asks: And let him answer that it was at the designated time of the tithing period, but he counted them pair by

pair! That way the nineteenth lamb became designated as the tenth pair, thereby exempting all.
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The Gemara answers: He holds that the tenth animal according to the actual count of animals is sanctified, not according

to his verbal designation.

STATEMENT

Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said:

STATEMENT
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Meritorious is the mother of Rav Huna bar Sehora, who explained the halachah before Rava during the festival

discourse inaccordance with Rava’s own halachic opinion!
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MISHNAH:
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If two animals came out as one,
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he counts themas two by two.

MISHNAH

If he counted them as one,
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the ninth and the tenth are spoiled in their status.
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If he called the ninth “tenth”, and the tenth “ninth”, and the eleventh “tenth”,

MISHNAH
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all three of them are sanctified:
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The ninth is eaten when it receives a blemish;
ORyn cYym

and the tenth is animal tithe;
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and the eleventh is sacrificed as a shelamim offering, and it creates a substitute if exchanged,
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these are the words of Rabbi Meir.
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Rabbi Yehuda said:
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Is there a substitute that creates another substitute? Since the eleventh is only holy as a substitute for maaser, it cannot make

another temurah!
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They said in the name of Rabbi Meir:
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If it were merely a substitute, it would not be offered on the Mizbeach, fora temurah of maaser is not offered. Since it is

brought as a shelamim, it creates a temurah.
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If he called the ninth “tenth”, and the tenth “tenth”, and the eleventh “tenth”,

MISHNAH
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the eleventh is not sanctified.
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This is the general rule:
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Whenever the name “tenth” was not removed from the tenth animal,
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the eleventh is not sanctified.




GEMARA

GEMARA

GEMARA:
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Rabbi Yochanan said:
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If he counted them pair by pair, or hundred by hundred,

29TR NI A1anY iy

the tenth according to his count is sanctified.
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The Gemara asks: What does “according to his count” mean?
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Rav Mari said: It is sanctified according to his verbal count, meaning whichever pair he designates as “ten” becomes holy.
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Rav Kahana said: It is sanctified according to the actual count of the animals, so the tenth single animal becomes holy.
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The Gemara challenges: We learned in our Mishnah:
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If two came out as one, he counts them two by two.
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Ifhe counted them as one, the ninth and tenth are spoiled.

GEMARA
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Granted, according to the one who says it is sanctified according to his verbal count,
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that is why the ninth and tenth are spoiled,
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for he called the tenth animal “ninth”, and the eleventh animal “tenth”.
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But according to the one who says it is sanctified according to the actual count of animals,
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he called the ninth animal “ninth”, and he called the tenth animal “tenth”! Why then should they be spoiled?
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The Gemara answers: Rabbi Yochanan could say to you:
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When I stated my rule, it was where he intended to bring them out pair by pair,
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but where they emerged on their own mis takenly, no, I did not say that.

PROOF

Come and hear a proof froma braisa:
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If he counted them backwards, the tenth in the count is sanctified.
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Granted, according to the one who says it is sanctified according to the actual count of animals, it works well,
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but according to the one who says it is sanctified according to his verbal count, he called the tenth animal “one”! How

can it become holy?
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Rava said: Since it exists in the Persian way of counting, where they call the number ten “one”.
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We learned in our Mishnah: If he called the ninth animal "tenth”, and the tenth animal "ninth", and the eleventh animal

"tenth”, all three are sanctified.

GEMARA
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The Rabbis taught in a Braisa:
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From where in the Torah do we know that if he called the ninth animal "tenth”, and the tenth animal "ninth", and the

eleventh animal "tenth”, that all three of them are sanctified?
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The verse states: "And all tithe of cattle or sheep, whatever passes under the rod, the tenth shall be holy to Hashem."
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Now, I might have thought that I should include even the eighth animal or the twelfth animal if he mistakenly called them

"tenth"?
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You say in answer: Since it, the tenth animal itself, is holy, and his mistake is also sanctified, just as it is not sanctified
except when it is adjacent to the ninth and eleventh—meaning it is the actual tenth—so too, his mistake is not sanctified

except when it is adjacent to the tenth, namely the ninth and the eleventh.
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The Gemara asks: But isn't it taught in another Braisa: Just as it, the actual tenth, is unique as a single animal, so too, his

mistake is unique —meaning only one mistaken animal becomes holy, but not both the ninth and eleventh together!

STATEMENT
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A Tanna recited this Braisa before Rabbi Yochanan,
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and Rabbi Yochanan explained: Whose opinion is this? It is the view of Rabbi Elazar b'Rabbi Shimon,
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as it is taught in a Braisa: Rabbi Elazar b’'Rabbi Shimon says: The eleventh is never sanctified unless he remains silent at

the ninth, and he calls the tenth "ninth", and the eleventh "tenth”. But if he had already called the ninth "tenth”, the eleventh




cannot become holy.
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The Gemara clarifies: He holds like Rabbi Yehuda, who said: A mistake in tithes is considered a tmurah—an exchange.
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And he holds like his father, Rabbi Shimon, who said: One who exchanges cannot turn around and exchange again the

same animal. Thus, once the ninth animal became a tmurah by being called "tenth”, no second animal can become a tmurah for it.

STATEMENT
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Rava said: If two animals emerged as the ninth, and he called them both "ninth", then a tenth and non-sacred animal

are mixed up with one another.
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Why? The tenth becomes holy onits own accord—since one of these two is the actual tenth animal—and to the ninth

animal, he called it "ninth", so no mistake was made to sanctify it. But since we cannot tell which is which, they must both graze.

STATEMENT
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Ifhe called themboth "tenth”, a tenth and a ninth are mixed up with one another.
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What is the reason? He called both of them "tenth". The real tenth is sanctified automatically, and the ninth is sanctified

because he called it "tenth”.

STATEMENT
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If two emerged as the tenth, and he called themboth "tenth”, a tenth and an eleventh are mixed up with one another.

The tenth is holy of itself, and the eleventh is holy because it was called "tenth".

STATEMENT
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If he called themboth "eleventh”, a tenth and a non-sacred animal are mixed up with one another.
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The Gemara asks: Why do I need this extra case where two emerged as the tenth? It is identical to that first case where two

emerged as the ninth!
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The Gemara answers: This comes to teach us: That whenever two come out at once, both of them become sanctified,

even though the name "tenth” was not removed from it, the real tenth animal.
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Rav Kahana sat and recited this teaching.
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Rav Ashi said to Rav Kahana: But wasn't the name "tenth” not removed fromit? And we learned in our Mishnah: This

is the general rule: As long as the name "tenth” was not removed fromit, the eleventh is not sanctified!
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Rav Kahana replied: These words apply only when they come out one after another, but when they emerge at once, both

of them become sanctified.
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Rav Ashi objects: Regarding coming out one after another, the Mishnah explicitly teaches it: If he called the ninth

"tenth”, and the tenth "tenth”, and the eleventh "tenth”, the eleventh is not sanctified!
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If so, what does "This is the general rule” come to include? Does it not come to include even when they emerge at once,

to teach that the eleventh is not holy?
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Rav Kahana answers: No, it comes to include a case where the tenth came out and he did not speak atall, for the name

"tenth” was not removed from it, so calling the eleventh "tenth" does nothing.

PROOF
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Forif youdo not say so, that which is taught in a Braisa: If two emerged at the tenth, and neither one preceded its

fellow, and he called them "tenth", a tenth and an eleventh are mixed up with one another—
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wasn't the name "tenth” not removed fromit?
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Rather, is it not because we say: Whenever they emerge at once, both of them become sanctified!
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Rav Ashi rejects this proof: If because of that, there is no proof. What are we dealing with here? Where one of them
preceded the other and stuck out its head, and he called it "eleventh”, and then they got mixed up and came out
together, and he called them "tenth”, for the name "tenth” was indeed removed from it when he mistakenly called the real

tenth "eleventh”.
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The Gemara asks: But it teaches: "and neither preceded" its fellow!
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Rav Ashi answers: What does "neither preceded” mean? That they then mixed up again so they came out fully at the same

time.
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The Gemara asks: And like whom is this explanation? Not like Rabbi, for if it were Rabbi, doesn't he say that calling it

"eleventh” is not a removal of the name "tenth"?
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The Gemara resolves: You may even say it follows Rabbi. When Rabbi said that calling it "eleventh” does not remove the name
"tenth”, that is where he has many animals left in the pen, for we say: He was just naming another set of ten. Here,

however, itis a case where he has no more animals left.
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The Gemara asks: What is this statement of Rabbi?
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As it is taught in a Braisa: If he called the tenth "eleventh”, and the eleventh "tenth”, the eleventh is not sanctified;
these are the words of Rabbi.
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Rabbi Yose b'Rabbi Yehuda says: The eleventh is sanctified.
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Rabbi stated a general rule: As long as the name "tenth” was not removed fromit, the eleventh is not sanctified.
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Rava said: Where are we dealing here in Rabbi's view? For example, where he has many animals left in the pen, so we say:

He was just naming another group of ten when he said "eleventh”.

STATEMENT
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The Gemara notes: If two emerged as the tenth, one Braisa taught: They shall graze until getting a blemish. And another
Braisa is taught: They shall be sacrificed. And another Braisa is taught: They shall die.
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The Gemara resolves: This is not difficult: That which is taught, "they shall graze", is according to the Rabbis, who say:

We do not bring holy offerings to a place of disqualification by offering an uncertain sacrifice.

S UMMARY
The Gemara resolves a contradiction between our Mishnah and a braisa concerning nineteen lambs by establishing Rav Huna
bar Sehora's explanation of a pen with two exits, while analyzing various opinions on whether holiness depends on the actual

animal count or the owner's verbal designation. It then addresses the halachos of counting pairs, counting backwards, and




animals exiting simultaneously. Finally, the sugya expounds the Tannaitic source deriving that when an owner mistakenly calls

the ninth or eleventh animal "tenth," only those animals directly adjacent to the true tenth are sanctified alongside it.
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The sugya deals with the unique mechanism of Maaser Behemah, where even when a person makes a mistake in his counting
and calls the ninth animal "tenth," the Torah gives weight to his words and sanctifies that ninth beast. But the Gemara brings
down a fundamental principle: if the true tenth animal came out and he properly called it "tenth," then the name of "tenth”
was never uprooted fromits rightful place. And whenever the true tenth holds its position, a mistake made on the eleventh

animal cannot create kedushah.

Lichoira, this speaks right to our daily avodah. In life, we all make missteps and wrong calls. We misjudge situations, we call
things by the wrong name, and we panic thinking we blew the whole setup. But the Tanna is telling us a deeply comforting
sevara: so long as you do not uproot the real truth fromits place, so long as the emes remains anchored, a stray error cannot

distort your entire world. A mistake only takes over when the true foundation is completely displaced.

In our day-to-day Yiddishkeit, we have to keep the core solid. A Yid might mess up, have a weak moment, or make a poor
calculation in his business or personal life. Mimeila, the yetzer hara comes and tries to convince him that everything is ruined.
But if your ikkar stays firm, if your emunah, your davening, and your commitment to Hashem's emes remain untouched, the

mistake stays a contained error, nota total ruin.

Today, if you slip up or make a mistake in your daily routine, do not let it throw off your entire day. Hold fast to your core

truth, give Hashema heartfelt Mincha, and carry on without letting the error uproot what is truly kadosh.
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