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Daf Yomi - The Full Daf - Elucidated Talmud - Navy & Gold Edition - with Rashi

L THE SUGYA

We start this daf by diving into the complex halachos of tumah regarding the thigh bones of different sources, specifically
focusing on the difference between sealed bones and perforated bones. The Mishnah sets up a distinction between the thigh
bones of sacrificial animals that became piggul or notar, the thigh bones of a carcass (neveilah) or a sheretz, and the thigh
bones of a corpse (meis). We will analyze how and when these bones transmit tumah, whether through direct contact (maga)

or carrying (massa), and how the presence of marrow inside the bone affects its status.

Lichoira, the Gemara is bothered by a major kasha on the Mishnah's ruling regarding a corpse’s thigh bone. If there is marrow
inside, why doesn't it transmit tumah in a tent (ohel)? This leads the Gemara into a deep shakla v'tarya regarding whether the
marrow inside a bone is considered to "heal" the flesh on the outside, which would make the entire bone a proper limb (eiver)
that transmits tumah even without a minimum shiur of flesh. We will see different teratzim from Rav Yehuda the son of Rabbi
Chiyya, Abaye, and Rabbi Yochanan to resolve this fundamental yesod.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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And regarding the thigh bone of sacrificial animals that became piggul or notar, one who touches them, whether they are

sealed or whether they are perforated, is ritually impure mid'Rabbanan.
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Regarding the thigh bone of a carcass and the thighbone of a creeping animal, one who touches them when they are
sealed is pure; but if they were perforated any amount, they impart impurity through contact because one touches the

marrow inside.

RN NY 173m

From where do we know that even regarding carrying there is a distinction between sealed and perforated bones?

MISHNAH
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The verse teaches: "One who touches... and one who carries,” which teaches us that that which enters the category of
contact enters the category of carrying, and that which does not enter the category of contact does not enter the

category ofcarrying .

GEMARA
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The Gemara infers from the first clause of our Mishnah: One who touches the thigh bone of a corpse, yes, he is tamei, but one

who overlies it in a tent, no, he is not tamei.
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The Gemara asks: What are the circumstances? If there is an olive-bulk of flesh attached to the bone, it should transmit

impurity in a tent as well!
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The Gemara answers: We are dealing with a case where there is not an olive-bulk of flesh attached to it.
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The Gemara objects: And if there is an olive-bulk of marrow inside, the impurity breaks through and rises, so it should

transmit impurity in a tent as well!

.0°122 min na N;”?'f

The Gemara answers: We are dealing with a case where there is not an olive-bulk of marrow inside.
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The Gemara objects: But if the marrow inside heals the flesh outside, then this bone is considered a proper limb, and even

without an olive-bulk of flesh or marrow it should transmit impurity in a tent as well!
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Rav Yehuda the son of Rabbi Chiyya said: That is to say from our Mishnah that marrow inside does not heal the flesh

outside, and therefore it is not considered a proper limb.
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The Gemara asks: How did you establish the Mishnah? That there is not an olive-bulk of flesh or marrow. If so, regarding

sacrificial animals, why does it transmit impurity? There is no minimum shiur of piggul or notar here!
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And furthermore, regarding the thigh bone of a carcass and the thighbone of a creeping animal, when they are

perforated, why do they transmit impurity if there is no olive-bulk of marrow inside?
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The Gemara answers: This is not difficult; the first clause of the Mishnah is a case where there is not an olive-bulk of

marrow, while the latter clause is a case where there is an olive-bulk of marrow.
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The Gemara asks: And what is the Tanna teaching us by combining such different cases? The Gemara answers: He is teaching

us distinct matters in each clause.
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The first clause teaches us that marrow inside does not heal the flesh outside.

NI RNPO N6 WY 212 Yewn N ONR 1TWTRIN

Regarding sacrificial animals, what is he teaching us? He is teaching us that serving as a handle for notar is a significant

matter to transmit impurity,
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as Mari bar Avuh said in the name of Rabbi Yitzchak: Bones of sacrificial animals that served as a handle for notar

transmit impurity to the hands, since they became a base for a forbidden object.
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And regarding a carcass, he teaches us that even though there is an olive-bulk of marrow inside, if it was perforated, yes, it

transmits impurity, but if it was not perforated, no, it does not.
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Abaye said: Actually, marrow inside does heal the flesh outside, and here we are dealing with a case where one

scraped the bone, so it can no longer heal.
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And this is in accordance with Rabbi Elazar, as Rabbi Elazar said: A thigh bone that one scraped along its length is
tamei because it can still heal, but if one scraped it along its width, it is tahor because it cannot heal; and your mne monic is a

palm tree which heals when cut leng thwise but dies when cut widthwise.
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And Rabbi Yochanan said: Actually, there is an olive-bulk of marrow, and marrow inside does heal the flesh outside,

and what is the meaning of "touches” that the Mishnah teaches? It means overlies in a tent, which is a form of contact.
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The Gemara asks: But if marrow inside heals the flesh outside, then regarding the thigh bone of a carcass and the thigh

bone of a cree ping animal, when they are not perforated, why are they pure? It should be considered a proper limb!
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Rabbi Binyamin bar Gidel said in the name of Rabbi Yochanan: Here we are dealing with a case where there is an

olive-bulk of loose marrow that rattles inside, which cannot heal the bone.
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Therefore, by a corpse, the impurity breaks through and rises; but by a carcass, since it is loose, if the bone was

perforated, yes, it transmits impurity, but if not perforated, no, it does not.
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Rabbi Avin, and some say Rabbi Yose bar Avin, said: We also learned in a Mishnah that supports Rabbi Yochanan's use of

the word "touching” to mean "overlying": One who touches half an olive-bulk and overlies half an olive-bulk, or half an




olive-bulk overlies him, is tamei.
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Granted, if you say that touching and overlying are under one category of impurity, it is because of this that they

combine.
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But if you say they are two different categories, do they combine?
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But didn't we learn in a Mishnah: This is the general rule: Anything that is from one category combines and is tamei,

but from two categories, it is tahor!
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The Gemara asks: But what, is it indeed one category? Say the latter clause of that Mishnah: But if...
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STATEMENT
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The seifa of that Mishnah teaches: If there is one who touches half an olive-bulk of flesh froma corpse, and another item

overlies him and over half an olive-bulk of flesh froma corpse at the same time, he remains pure.
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And if touching and overlying are considered one category of tumah, why is he pure? They should join together to make a full

shiur!
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Rather, we must say that the two categories do not join, and therefore the reisha is difficult for Rabbi Yochanan.
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Rabbi Zeira said: Lichoira, there is no kasha, because we are dealing with pressed tumah that is wedged between two
wooden chests, and there is not between them an opening of a handbreadth. In such a case, the tumah breaks through
and rises, so that all of it is considered as touching. Therefore, even the overlying part is halachically a form of contact, which is

why they join.
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The Gemara asks: And who is the Tanna who calls a case of ohel by the name of "touching"?
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The Gemara answers: It is Rabbi Yosei, as it is taught in a braisa: Rabbi Yosei says: A full ladle of dust froma decomposed

corpse imparts tumah through contact, and through carrying, and through an ohel.
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The Gemara analyzes this: Granted that it can make one tamei through carrying and through ohel, because this one carries

all of it, and that one overlies all of it.
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But as for touching, how is that possible? Behold, he does not touch all of it, since dust is made of separate particles, and you

cannot touch themall at once!
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Rather, is it not correct to learn from this that what is meant by the term "touching” here? It means overlying close by, which

Rabbi Yosei calls "touching"!
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The Gemara objects: But behold, he teaches "touching” in the braisa, and behold, he also teaches "ohel” separately! How

can they be the same thing?
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Abaye said: There are two types of ohel. An ohel thatis below a handbreadth high is called an ohel of touching, whereas an
ohel above a handbreadth high is called a standard ohel.
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Rava said: Even an ohel above a handbreadth is also called an ohel of touching if one overlies the tumah directly. And what

are the circumstances of a standard ohel? That is by extension, where a roof spreads over both the person and the tumah.

STATEMENT
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Rava said: From where do I say this shita of mine?
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As we learned in a Mishnah, Rabbi Yosei says: Bundles of a bed and grilles of windows that were built into the structure

intervene between the house and the upper floor, so as not to let tumah pass to the other side.
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Butif he spread themout over a corpse in the air asa te rary tent, then one who "touches”"—meaning overlies—
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opposite a hole in the netting is tamei, but one who overlies not opposite a hole is tahor.
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Rava analyzes this: What are the circumstances? If we say it was spread below a handbreadth from the corpse, then not
opposite a hole, why is he tahor? It is like a corpse inits clothing, and a corpse inits clothing transmits tumah to one

who overlies it!
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Rather, is it not that it was spread above a handbreadth, and yet the Tanna calls overlying it "touching"? This proves my point

against Abaye!
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Abaye said: Actually, it was spread below a handbreadth. And as for what you said, thatit is like a corpse inits clothing
—a corpse inits clothing, the owner nullifies the clothing to the corpse, but here, he does not nullify these bundles to the

corpse, so they act as a barrier.
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The Gemara asks: But let it be like hidden tumah, which breaks through and rises up? Why is he tahor when not opposite a
hole?
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The Gemara answers: Rabbi Yosei holds that hidden tumah does not break through and rise.
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And from where do you say that this is Rabbi Yosei's shita? As we learned in a Mishnah: Regarding a compartment of a
chest that has a volume of a handbreadth, but its opening to the house does not have a handbreadth, if there is tumah

inside it, the house is tamei; but if there is tumah in the house, what is inside the compartment remains tahor.
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This is because it is the way of tumah to exit, but it is not the way of tumah to enter.
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And Rabbi Yosei declares the house tahor even when the tumah is inside, because he can take it out in halves, or burnitin

its place.
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And the seifa teaches: If he placed the chestin the doorway, and its opening was to the outside, then if there is tumah

inside it, the house is tahor; and if there is tumah in the house, what is inside the chest remains tahor.

SUMMARY

The Gemara explores the mechanism of tumah for bones and marrow, analyzing whether marrow inside a bone serves to heal
the outer flesh and thereby define the bone asa complete limb. While Rav Yehuda the son of Rabbi Chiyya holds that marrow
does not heal the flesh, Abaye suggests that it does heal unless the bone was scraped, and Rabbi Yochanan argues that the
marrow indeed heals but we are dealing with loose, rattling marrow that cannot heal. Additionally, the Gemara discusses the
concept of "handles” (yad) for tumah, explaining that the bones of sacrificial animals transmit tumah mid'Rabbanan because
they served as a handle for the forbidden notar. Finally, the Gemara analyzes whether different modes of contracting tumah,
such as touching (maga) and overlying (ohel), can combine to form the required shiur of an olive-bulk, bringing a proof from

a Mishnah discussing pressed tumah wedged between two chests.
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The Gemara on our daf brings down a beautiful yeshivish yesod from Rabbi Yitzchak: the bones of sacrificial animals that
served as a handle for notar become tamei because they became a "basis I'davar ha'assur”, a base for a forbidden thing. Even

though the bone itself is just a bone, because it held and served the forbidden meat, it takes on that very status of impurity.

Think about what this means for our daily avodah. If a physical bone becomes tamei simply by being a base and a support for
something forbidden, how much more so does the opposite hold true for kedushah! When you use your physical body, your
home, or your money to support a mitzvah, you aren't just doing a good deed, you are transforming yourself into a "basis

I'davar sheb'kedushah,” a vessel and a base for the Shechinah itself.

Every time you use your mouth to speak a warm word to another Yid, or use your hands to write a check for tzedakah, those
physical parts of you are elevated. You become a holy vessel. We must be so careful what we allow ourselves to serve as a base

for.

Today, consciously dedicate one physical action to be a direct vessel for kedushah, whether it is using your feet to run to
daven with a minyan, or using your table to host a guest with a shining face, and realize that you have just made yourself'a

base for Hashem's presence.
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