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T HE  S U G Y A

We start off on our daf finishing up the sugya of Shmuel's advice to Levi bar Simon regarding how to properly acquire the

young birds in a nest on Erev Yom Tov. The Gemara explains that since these were new produce, they weren't yet acquired,

and Shmuel had to give him a specific eitzah of banging on the nest to make the mother birds fly up so he could acquire the

young and then transfer them over.

Then, we learn a beautiful and fundamental Mishnah regarding the mitzva of Shiluach HaKein. The Mishnah teaches that

even if a person needs a bird for the taharah process of a metzora, he still cannot take the mother with the children. From

here, the Mishnah makes a powerful kal v'chomer: if for Shiluach HaKein, which is an easy mitzva that only costs a person

about an issar, the Torah promises long life and goodness, how much more so will the reward be great for the more difficult

mitzvos in the Torah!

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

QU E ST IO N

יא! גִּ ל״ סַ טֵ י נוֹ נִ זֶה אֲ ״זֶה וְ ר  מֵ אוֹ ד וְ מֵ עוֹ בְּ

But lichoira, by standing  on Erev Yom Tov and saying , "This  bird and that bird I will take" on Yom Tov, that should be

sufficient to prepare them for Yom Tov use! Why did Shmuel need to give him a different advice?

ANSWER

הוּ, י לְ נֵ יהּ לָא הֲוָה קָ ן גּוּפֵ ימוֹ בַּר סִ י  לֵוִ , דְּ י הֲווֹ תֵ דְ י חַ ירֵ פֵּ נְהוּ  הָ

The Gemara answers: Those  birds were  new produce ,  meaning they were newly hatched in the nest, which Levi bar Simon

himse lf had not yet acquired,  since they were hefker and he had not yet made a kinyan on them.

EXPLANAT IO N

ר. סוּדָ ךְ בְּ לָ יהֲ ינְהוּ נִ נִ יקְ ר לַ דַ ן, וַהֲ ימוֹ בַּר סִ י  ינְהוּ לֵוִ נִ יקְ נִ הוּ וְ גַּבְ יתְ לִ ן, דְּ קַּ רוֹף אַ יל וּטְ : זִ יהּ ר לֵ מַ אָ י קָ כִ הָ וְ

And this  is  what Shmuel was saying  to him: Go and bang  on the  nest so that the mother birds will rise  up, and then the

nest, which is Levi's courtyard, will acquire  them for Levi bar Simon, and then he  can transfer ownership to you throug h a

kinyan chalipin with a cloth.

נָה שְׁ  מִ M I S H N A H

MISHNAH

ע. צוֹרָ מְ ת הַ ר אֶ הֵ טַ וּ לְ ילּ פִ ים, אֲ נִ בָּ ל  ם עַ ם אֵ דָ ל אָ וֹ טּ י׳ לֹא יִ נִ תְ מַ



MISHNAH: A person may not take  the  mother bird with the  offspring , even if he is taking her to purify the  leper,  which

is a great mitzvah.

MISHNAH

ים״, תָּ יָמִ  כְ אֲרַ הַ ךְ וְ ב לָ יטַ ן יִ עַ מַ ״לְ ה  וֹרָ ה תּ רָ מְ ר, אָ סָּ י אִ יא כְּ הִ שֶׁ לָּה,   וָה קַ צְ ם מִ ה אִ וּמָ

And if reg arding  a lig ht mitzvah, which costs only about an issar to perform, the  Torah says , "So that it may g o well with

you and you may prolong  your days ,"

MISHNAH

ה. וֹרָ בַּתּ  שֶׁ מוּרוֹת  וֹת חֲ צְ ל מִ ר עַ מֶ חוֹ ל וָ קַ

then surely we can learn a kal vachomer that the reward is much greater for the  more  difficult mitzvos  in the  Torah.

א רָ מָ גְּ G E M A R A

BR AI SA

יַּית  חִ ין תְּ אֵ שֶׁ  , הּ דָּ צִ הּ בְּ כָרָ ן שְׂ תַּ  מַּ  שֶׁ ה  וֹרָ בַּתּ  שֶׁ וָה  צְ וָה וּמִ צְ ל מִ כׇּ ךָ  ין לְ ר: אֵ מֵ י יַעֲקֹב אוֹ בִּ יָא, רַ נְ תַּ ׳  מָ גְּ

. בָּהּ יָה  לוּ ים תְּ תִ מֵּ  הַ

GEMAR A: It was  taug ht in a braisa, Rabbi Yaakov says: There  is  not a s ing le  mitzvah in the  Torah whose  reward is

written along side  it, whose  reward is  not dependent on the  re surrection of the  dead,  meaning the true reward is only

given in the World-to-Come.

BR AI SA

״, ךְ ב לָ יטַ ן יִ עַ מַ לְ יךָ וּ ן יָמֶ יכֻ ן יַאֲרִ עַ מַ ״לְ יב:  תִ כְּ ם  אֵ ב וָ וּד אָ בּ כִ בְּ

For example, by honoring  father and mother it is  written: "So that your days  may be  leng thened and so that it may g o

well with you."

BR AI SA

ים״. תָּ יָמִ  כְ אֲרַ הַ ךְ וְ ב לָ יטַ ן יִ עַ מַ ״לְ יב:  תִ כְּ ן  קֵּ וּחַ הַ ילּ שִׁ  בְּ

And by sending  away the  nest it is  written: "So that it may g o well with you and you may prolong  your days ."

BR AI SA

תוֹ זָרָ חֲ ים, וּבַ נִ בָּ  ת הַ ח אֶ לָקַ ם וְ אֵ ת הָ לַּח אֶ  שִׁ  לָה, וְ עָ זָלוֹת! וְ וֹ י גּ בֵא לִ הָ ה וְ ירָ לֵה לַבִּ יו: עֲ בִ ר לוֹ אָ מַ אָ שֶׁ י  הֲרֵ

ת. מֵ ל וָ נָפַ

Yet, it once  happened that a father said to his  son, "Climb up to the  loft and bring  me  fledg ling s!" And he  climbed up,

and sent away the  mother and took the  offspring , thereby performing both kibbud av and shiluach haken, and on his  re turn

he  fe ll and died.

BR AI SA

ל זֶה? שֶׁ ן טוֹבָתוֹ  יכָ הֵ ל זֶה? וְ שֶׁ יו  יכוּת יָמָ ן אֲרִ יכָ הֵ



Where  is  the  leng th of days  of this  one? And where  is  the  g oodness  of this  one?

BR AI SA

וֹ טוֹב. לּ וּ כּ שֶׁ לָם  עוֹ ״ – לְ ךְ ב לָ יטַ ן יִ עַ מַ לְ ״וּ  , ךְ רוֹ וֹ אָ לּ וּ כּ שֶׁ לָם  עוֹ ״ – בְּ יךָ יכוּן יָמֶ ן יַאֲרִ עַ מַ ״לְ לָּא   אֶ

Rather, "so that your days  may be  leng thened" refers to the  world that is  entire ly long ,  which is Olam Haba, "and so that

it may g o well with you" refers to the  world that is  entire ly g ood.

QU E ST IO N

י? כִ א לָא הֲוָה הָ מָ לְ דִ וְ

The Gemara asks: But perhaps such an incident never happened,  and in reality, people do receive their reward in this world?

ANSWER

זָא! ה חֲ שֶׂ עֲ י יַעֲקֹב מַ בִּ רַ

The Gemara answers: Rabbi Yaakov actually saw such an event happen with his own eyes!

QU E ST IO N

ה הֲוָה? ירָ עֲבֵ בַּ ר  הֵ רְ הַ א מְ מָ לְ דִ וְ

The Gemara asks: But perhaps he  was  thinking  of a s in at that moment, and that is why he was punished?

ANSWER

ה. שֶׂ עֲ מַ פָהּ לְ צָרְ בָּרוּךְ הוּא מְ שׁ  דוֹ קָּ ין הַ ה אֵ עָ בָה רָ שָׁ  חְ מַ

The Gemara answers: A bad thoug ht is  not joined by the  Holy One , Ble ssed be  He , to an action,  so he would not be

punished with death for a mere thought.

QU E ST IO N

בַּר א  חָ ב אַ ר רַ מַ אָ ם״, וְ בָּ  לִ ל בְּ אֵ רָ שְׂ ית יִ בֵּ ת  פֹשׂ אֶ ן תְּ עַ מַ ״לְ יב:  תִ כְ ה הֲוָה, דִּ ה זָרָ דָ עֲבוֹ בַּ ר  הֵ רְ הַ א מְ מָ לְ דִ וְ

ה. ה זָרָ דָ בֶת עֲבוֹ שֶׁ  חְ יַעֲקֹב: זוֹ מַ

The Gemara asks: But perhaps he  was  thinking  of avodah zarah, as  it is  written: "In order to se ize  the  House  of Israe l in

the ir heart," and Rav Acha bar Yaakov said: This  re fers  to the  thoug ht of avodah zarah,  for which one is indeed punished?

ANSWER

הוּר רְ י הִ ידֵ י לִ יתֵ לָא לֵ יהּ דְּ לֵ ן עֲ גֵּ תַ יהּ וְ י לֵ נֵ הֲ תַּ א,  מָ לְ אי עָ הַ וֹת בְּ צְ כַר מִ כָּא שְׂ י אִ א דְּ יתָ ם אִ ר: אִ מַ אָ י קָ כִ הָ

כָּא. י א לֵ מָ לְ אי עָ הַ וֹת בְּ צְ כַר מִ לָּא שְׂ  זַּק, אֶ תַּ י לִ וְ

The Gemara answers: This  is  what Rabbi Yaakov is  saying : If it is  so that there  is  reward for mitzvos  in this  world, the

merit of the mitzvah should have  benefited him and protected him so that he  would not even come to have  such

thoug hts  and be  harmed. Rather, we must conclude that there  is  no reward for mitzvos  in this  world.

QU E ST IO N

ים! קִ זּוֹ ינָן נִ וָה אֵ צְ י מִ לוּחֵ שְׁ זָר:  עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ הָ וְ



The Gemara asks: But didn't Rabbi Elazar say: Those  sent to perform a mitzvah are  not susceptible  to harm? How could

he have been harmed while performing the mitzvah?

ANSWER

י. אנֵ שָׁ ם  תָ זָרָ חֲ בַּ

The Gemara answers: On the ir re turn it is  different,  as the protection only lasts while going to do the mitzvah.

O BJECT IO N

ם! תָ זָרָ חֲ בַּ לֹא  ן וְ יכָתָ לִ בַּהֲ ים, לֹא  קִ זּוֹ ינָן נִ וָה אֵ צְ י מִ לוּחֵ שְׁ זָר:  עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ הָ וְ

The Gemara objects: But didn't Rabbi Elazar say: Those  sent to perform a mitzvah are  not susceptible  to harm, ne ither

on the ir g oing  nor on the ir re turn!

R E SO LU T IO N

אוּל שָׁ ע  מַ שָׁ  ךְ וְ לֵ יךְ אֵ ל אֵ מוּאֵ שְׁ ר  יֹּאמֶ  ״וַ יב:  תִ כְ י, דִּ אנֵ שָׁ א  יזֵּקָ בוּעַ הֶ קָ קוֹם דְּ עוּעַ הֲוָה, וּמָ לָּם רָ  סוּ

י״. נִ גָ וַהֲרָ

The Gemara answers: It was  a rickety ladder, and a place  where  dang er is  e stablished is  different,  for we do not rely on

miracles even when doing a mitzvah, as  it is  written: "And Shmuel said, 'How can I g o? If Shaul hears  of it, he  will kill

me .'"

STATEMENT

א. טָ יה – לָא חֲ תֵּ  רַ בַּר בְּ י יַעֲקֹב  בִּ רַ כְּ א  רָ אי קְ הַ ר לְ חֵ יהּ אַ שֵׁ  רְ לֵא דַּ מָ לְ סֵף: אִ ב יוֹ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rav Yosef said: Had Acher,  Elisha ben Avuyah, interpreted this  pasuk like  Rabbi Yaakov, the  son of his  daug hter, did,

he  would not have  s inned and gone off the derech.

QU E ST IO N

זָא? אי חֲ מַ

The Gemara asks: What did Acher see  that caused him to lose his emunah?

ANSWER

זָא, ה חֲ שֶׂ עֲ אי מַ י הַ כִּ י:  רִ מְ אָ כָּא דְּ י אִ

Some say: He  saw an incident like  this  very one that Rabbi Yaakov saw, where a son died while honoring his father and sending

the mother bird.

ANSWER

פָּה.  שְׁ  אַ בָּ לֶת  טֶּ הֲוָה מוּ זָא, דַּ ן חֲ מָ גְּ תוּרְ מְ ית הַ פִּ  י חוּצְ בִּ רַ נָא דְּ שָּׁ  י י: לִ רִ מְ אָ כָּא דְּ י אִ וְ

And some say: He  saw the  tong ue  of Rabbi Chutzpis  the  Meturg eman, which was  cast in the  g arbag e  dump after he

was murdered by the Roman government.

STATEMENT

פָר?! ךְ עָ חוֹ לְ יּוֹת יִ לִ גָּ רְ יק מַ פִ הֵ שֶׁ פֶּה  ר:  מַ אָ

Acher said: Shall a mouth that produced pearls  of Torah lick the  dust?!



EXPLANAT IO N

וֹ לּ וּ כּ שֶׁ לָם  עוֹ ״ – בְּ יךָ יכוּן יָמֶ ן יַאֲרִ עַ מַ לְ ״וּ וֹ טוֹב,  לּ וּ כּ שֶׁ לָם  עוֹ ״ – בְּ ךָ ב לְ יטַ ן יִ עַ מַ ״לְ ע  הוּא לָא יָדַ וְ

. ךְ רוֹ אָ

But he  did not know that "so that it may g o well with you" refers to the  world that is  entire ly g ood, and "so that your

days  may be  leng thened" refers to the  world that is  entire ly long .

STATEMENT

ין. לִּ כֶת חוּ סֶּ  א לַהּ מַ יקָ לִ ן, וּסְ קֵּ וּחַ הַ ילּ שִׁ ךְ  לָ ן עֲ רַ דַ הֲ

We shall re turn to you, "Shiluach HaKen," and completed is  Maseches  Chullin!

S U M M A RY

The Gemara brings down the famous shitta of Rabbi Ya'akov, who teaches that there is no reward for mitzvos in this world,

and that all promised rewards—such as long life and goodness—refer to the World-to-Come, which is entirely long and

good. Rabbi Ya'akov learned this from a tragic ma'aseh where a son went to fulfill both kibbud av and Shiluach HaKein, yet

fell and died upon his return. The Gemara analyzes this incident, questioning why the rule of 'shluchei mitzva eino nizokin'

(those on the path of a mitzva are not harmed) did not protect him, resolving that it was a rickety ladder where danger was

established, or that he was on his return journey. Finally, the Gemara notes that if Elisha ben Avuya (Acher) had only

darshened these pesukim the way his grandson Rabbi Ya'akov did, he would never have fallen into heresy after witnessing

similar tragedies.



ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

The Gemara here brings down the famous, powerful kasha of Rabbi Ya'akov: We see a young man who goes up a ladder to

fulfill two of the greatest mitzvos, honoring his father and sending away the mother bird, and on his way down, he falls and

dies. Where is his long life? Where is his goodness? The teretz is the foundation of our entire emunah: "S'char mitzvos b'hai

alma leika", the true reward for mitzvos is not in this world. The Torah is promising us a world that is "kulo aroch," entirely

long, and "kulo tov," entirely good.

Lichoira, this is a very heavy concept to carry. We want to see the good right now! But the Tanna is teaching us a deep yesod

in our avodas Hashem. If we received a check in the mail every time we put on tefillin or gave tzedakah, our mitzvos wouldn't

be an act of ratzon and connection to Hashem; they would be a business transaction. Hashem wants us to build a real, loving

relationship with Him, which means we do His ratzon because He is our Father, trusting that every single drop of our sweat

and effort is being saved up for the ultimate, eternal reward.

Rav Yosef tells us something frightening: if Acher (Elisha ben Avuyah) had only learned this d'rash of Rabbi Ya'akov, he

never would have sinned and gone off the derech. Acher saw the tongue of the great martyr Rabbi Chutzpis

HaMeturgeman dragging in the dirt and asked, "Is this the mouth that spoke Torah?" Because he expected his reward in this

world, his emunah shattered. When we expect this-world results for our spiritual investments, we set ourselves up for

disappointment and confusion when life gets difficult.

Today, when you do a mitzva, whether it is davening with kavanah, learning a blatt Gemara, or helping your spouse, remind

yourself: "I am not looking for immediate payment." Do the mitzva purely to bring nachas ruach to Hashem, with the deep

emunah that every single ma'aseh tov you do is eternal, waiting for you in the world that is kulo tov.

ף קמ״ב ע״א ין · דַּ לִּ י · חֻ ף יוֹמִ דַּ י לִ בְ מוּד בַּ לְ Navy & Gold · From the Hebrew Source Text · תַּ DAF YOMI ·  CHU LLIN  ·  DAF 142A ·  FU LL SU GYA


