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L THE SUGYA

In this daf; we continue our learning of the halachos of a get that was written during the day and signed at night, exploring
how Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi understands the opinions of Rabbi Yohanan and Reish Lakish regarding delayed signatures.
We then begin a beautiful new Mishnah that teaches us the proper materials for writing a get, specifying that the ink must be

permanent and the writing surface can be almost anything, even an olive leaf or the hom of a cow.

The Gemara goes on to define the various writing materials mentioned in the Mishnah, such as different dyes and resins, and
brings down a fascinating discussion regarding the halachos of writing on Shabbos. We learn about the melacha of writing
and erasing when one writes with ink over red dye, and how these Shabbos definitions connect to the halachos of witnesses
signing a get.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

STATEMENT

P NYWR oY 7m0} 1iYRY 231 KITORT?

Rabbi Shimon is worthy to rely upon himin a time of exigent circumstances, and therefore the woman is divorced.
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But didn't Reish Lakish say: Rabbi Shimon did not validate such a get except if the other witnesses signed imme diately,

but from now and until ten days later, no, he does not validate it?
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In that matter of whether they must sign immediately, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi holds in accordance with Rabbi Yochanan,

who says they may sign even after a delay.
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But didn't Rabbi Yochanan say: Two of themsign on account of witnesses, and all the rest of them sign only on account of

a condition? Thus, Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi cannot hold like Rabbi Yochanan, as he is concerned about the other signatures.
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Rather, in that matter of why the others sign, he holds in accordance with Reish Lakish that all of themsign as actual

witnesses.
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MISHNAH: With anything we may write a get: with ink, with paint, with red dye, and with resin, and with kankantom,

and with any substance that is permanent.
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But we may not write, not with liquids, and not with fruit juice, and not with any substance that is not permanent.

— 72y W 70 Py s NN AR 1N - M2 P R Y DY Ny Py - 1vanis bon by

T3 NN 72 10N

On anything we may write the get: on the leaf of an olive tree; and on the horn of a cow, and in that case he gives her the

cow itself; on the hand of a slave, and he gives her the slave.
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Rabbi Yosei HaGelili says: We may not write, not on a thing that has a spirit of life, and not on food.

GEMARA
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GEMAR A: Deyo isdeyota in Aramaic. Sam is samma. As for sikra, Rabba bar bar Chana said: Its name is sikreta. Komos is
kuma. Kankantom, Rabba bar bar Chana said in the name of Shmuel: This is the black dye of cobblers.
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The Mishnah taught: And with any substance that is permanent etc. The Gemara asks: To include what other substances was

this general statement written?
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The Gemara answers: To include that which Rabbi Chanina taught: If he wrote it with mei teriya or gallnut water, it is
valid.
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Similarly, Rabbi Chiyya taught: If he wrote it with lead, with coal, or with black paint, it is valid.

STATEMENT
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It was stated: One who passes ink over red dye on Shabbos; Rabbi Yochanan and Reish Lakish both say: He is liable

to bring two sin-offerings: one on account of writing, and one on account of erasing the red dye underneath.

STATEMENT
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If he wrote ink over ink, or red dye over red dye, he is exempt according to everyone, because he did not change anything.
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If he wrote red dye over ink, some say he is liable, and some say he is exempt.
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Those who say he is liable hold that he is erasing the superior ink writing. Those who say he is exempt hold that he is

destroying, and one who acts destructively on Shabbos is exempt.
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Reish Lakish asked of Rabbi Yochanan: Witnesses who do not know how to sign, what is the law as to whe ther we
may write for them their names in red dye, and they will sign in ink as the upper writing? Is the upper writing considered

writing, or is it not writing for the purpose of signing a get?
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He said to him: It is not writing, and therefore they may not do so.
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Reish Lakish said to him: But did you not teach us, our master, that upper writing is considered writing with regard to

Shabbos?

REFUTATION
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Rabbi Yochanan said to him: And because we compare the halachos of gittin to Shabbos, shall we perform anaction in

practice and validate a get in this manner?

STATEMENT

57 DOYIPT NN DONRTRRY PP 001 BT 1PYIRR MK 27;0IR07 DOYTIY PRY 00Ty RN
2K MK DRI

It was stated: Witnesses who do not know how to sign; Rav says: We tear blank paper for them in the shape of their

names, and they fill the tears with ink. And Shmuel says: We write their names with lead, and they trace overit.
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The Gemara asks: With lead, could this enter your mind?! But didn't Rabbi Chiyya teach: If he wrote it with lead, with

coal, or with black paint, it is valid! Thus, lead is already considered writing, and tracing over it would be invalid upper writing.
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The Gemara answers: This is not difficult: This ruling of Shmuel refers to writing with lead itself, which is not considered

writing; that ruling of Rabbi Chiyya refers to writing with lead water, which is considered writing.

STATEMENT
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Rabbi Abbahu said: We write their names with gallnut water, and they trace over it
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The Gemara asks: But didn't Rabbi Chanina teach: If he wrote it with mei teriya or gallnut water, it is valid! Thus, gallnut

water is considered writing.
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The Gemara answers: This is not difficult: This case where it is valid is where the parchment was processed with gallnuts, so
the gallnut water does not make a permanent mark; that case is where it was not processed with gallnuts, as gallnut water

over gallnut water is not considered writing.

STATEMENT
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Rav Papa said: We write their names with saliva, and they trace over it.
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And so RavPapa instructed Papa the cattle dealer: Sign with saliva.
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And this applies only to bills of divorce, but to other documents, no, we do not allow this, as there was a certain person

who did this in other documents, and Rav Kahana had him lashed for doing so.

SUMMARY

We begin by clarifying Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi's view on delayed signatures on a get, aligning his ruling with Reish Lakish's
view that all signatories function as witnesses. The Mishnah then establishes that a get must be written with permanent
materials like deyo (ink), sam (arsenic), or sikra (red dye), and can be written on various surfaces, though Rabbi Yosei
HaGelili forbids living things or food. The Gemara defines these materials and transitions into a deep discussion on the
halachos of Shabbos, analyzing whether writing ink over red dye constitutes both writing and erasing, and whether this

concept of 'writing on top of writing’ can be used to help witnesses who do not know how to sign their names.

WHAT TO TAKE HOME

In our daf, Reish Lakish asks Rabbi YoBHanan a powerful question: if writing over another script is considered a creative act
of writing on Shabbat, why can’t we use that same logic to let witnesses sign a get by tracing over a pre-written outline?
Rabbi YoBHanan’s response is a fundamental lesson in avodah: 'And because we compare, shall we performan action?’ Just
because two areas of Torah share a conceptual similarity does not mean we can blindly apply the same rules. We must respect

the unique boundaries and demands of each specific situation.

How often do we make this mistake in our own lives, especially in our middos and relationships? We take a standard that
belongs in one area and force it onto another. We might bring the strict, demanding standards of our workplace into our
homes, expecting our children to operate like employees. Or we might take the easygoing, casual attitude of social settings

and bring it into our davening, forgetting before Whom we stand.

True yiras Shamayim requires us to look at the specific situation Hashem has placed before us right now and ask: what does
this moment actually demand? A home needs warmth and patience, not rigid corporate efficiency. The shul needs awe and

focus, not casual distraction. We cannot simply 'trace’ the rules of one area of life onto another.

Today, notice when you are bringing the mindset of one area of your life into another where it does not belong, and

consciously shift your focus to match the true needs of the person or mitzvah in front of you.
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