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LJ THE SUGYA

In this daf; we continue our sweet and deep exploration of the halachos of Gittin, focusing on how a get must be properly
transferred to the wife. We begin by looking at how we can prove that a woman understands the need to transfer ownership
of a document back to her husband so he can give it to her, bringing proofs from the halachos of a guarantor and the

Mishnah's ruling that a woman can write her own get and give it to her husband to deliver back to her.

We then move into a beautiful and classic yeshivish sugya regarding the mechanics of delivery. Rava introduces a fascinating
scenario where a husband places a getin his slave's hand or in his courtyard, and then writes a deed of gift transferring that
slave or courtyard to his wife. This leads the Gemara into a deep discussion on the halachic definition of a "mobile courtyard”

(chatzer mehaleches) and how we view a bound slave ora courtyard in this context.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

SOIPRY Y107 IRV IR

The Gemara answers: A knowledgeable old man is different, as he knows and understands the need to transfer the document

to the debtor, and thus he does so wholeheartedly. But this may not apply to a woman receiving a get.

STATEMENT
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Rather, Rava said: A proof from here may be brought: If there was a guarantor whose commitment emerged after the
signing of the documents, the creditor may collect only from unsold property. This proves that the guarantor must have
acquired the document first to make his commitment take effect, showing that people understand the need to transfer ownership of

documents.
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Rav Ashi said: What is the difficulty or proof fromhere? Perhaps a man is different, as he knows how to transfer

ownership, but a woman might not be as well versed in these laws.

STATEMENT
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Rather, Rav Ashi said: The proofis from here, as we learned in a Mishnah: A woman may write her bill of divorce, and a
man may write his receipt, as the validation of the bill of divorce is only through its signers. This proves that a woman is

trusted and understands how to transfer the get to her husband so he can give it back to her.
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Rava said: If a husband wrote her a bill of divorce, and placed it in the hand of his slave, and wrote hera deed of gift

over the slave, she has acquired them both, and she is divorced by it immediately.
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The Gemara asks: And why is she divorced? The slave is a moving courtyard, and a moving courtyard does not acquire

property for its owner!
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And if you say that Rava is referring to a slave who is standing still, but didn't Rava say: Anything that, if it were walking,

does not acquire, even when standing or sitting it does not acquire!
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The Gemara answers: And the halacha of Rava applies to a bound slave who cannot walk at all, making himlike a stationary

courtyard.
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And Rava also said: If he wrote her a bill of divorce and placed it in his courtyard, and wrote her a deed of gift over

the courtyard, she has acquired them both, and she is divorced by it.
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The Gemara comments: And both are necessary; for had he taught us only about a slave, I would say thatspecifically
through a slave is she divorced, but regarding a courtyard, let us decree it invalid because of her courtyard that comes

after this—lest people confuse this with a case where he placesa getin a third-party courtyard which she subsequently acquires.
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And had he taught us only about a courtyard, I would say that specifically through a courtyard is she divorced, but
regarding a slave, let us decree a bound slave invalid on account of an unbound slave; therefore, Rava teaches us that both

are valid.
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Abaye said: Now, from where is a courtyard included as a mediumof divorce? It is derived from the word "her hand"; just
as her hand is able to acquire both with her consent and against her will, so too her courtyard must be able to acquire

both with her consent and against her will.
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But this gift of the courtyard, with her consent it is acquired, but against her will it is not acquired! Since she cannot

acquire the courtyard against her will, it should not be able to serve as the medium for her divorce.
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Rav Shimi bar Ashi challenged this: But what about agency for receipt, which with her consent exists, but against her

will does not exist, and yet he is a valid agent for receipt!
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And Abaye would respond: Is that to say agency is derived from "her hand"? It is derived from "and he shall send... and

she shall send,"” so the comparison to "her hand" does not apply to agency.
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And if you want, say instead: Agency for receipt is also found against her will, as a father receives a bill of divorce for

his minor daughter against her will.
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We learned in the Mishnah: On an olive leaf, etc. The Gemara begins to analyze this: Granted, the hand of a slave is not

considered a separate domain...

SUMMARY

The Gemara first resolves the question of whether a woman understands the legal necessity of transferring a document to her
husband, proving froma Mishnah that she indeed does. Rava then rules that if a husband places a getin his slave's hand or in
his courtyard and gifts that slave or courtyard to his wife, she is divorced immediately. The Gemara clarifies that a slave can
only actas a valid chatzer (courtyard) to acquire the getif he is bound, as an unbound slave is a "mobile courtyard” which
cannot halachically acquire items. Finally, the Gemara explains why Rava had to teach both the case of the slave and the
courtyard to avoid various Rabbinic decrees, and Abaye challenges Rava's ruling by comparing the halachic mechanismofa
courtyard to the wife's actual hand, arguing that a courtyard acquired as a gift cannot function to receive a get against her

will.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HOME

In our sugya, the Gemara discusses a fascinating mechanism: a husband places a get in his courtyard or in the hand of his
slave, and then gifts that very courtyard or slave to his wife. By acquiring the domain, she automatically acquires the get
inside it. But the Gemara raises a critical limitation: a slave can only act as a domain to acquire the getif he is "kafus", bound
and completely still. If he has the ability to move on his own, even if he is standing perfectly still right now, he is a "chatzer

mehaleches” (a walking courtyard), which cannot acquire anything.

This contains a profound lesson for our own avodah. We often try to build a "chatzer", a spiritual domain, a home, ora state
of mind, where we hope to capture and hold onto holy things, like Torah, tefillah, or good resolutions. But the Gemara is
teaching us that if our minds and hearts are constantly running, distracted, and moving from one worldly thought to the
next, we are like a "chatzer mehaleches.” Even if we are sitting still in the Beis Medrash, if our inner self is restless and

wandering, we cannot truly acquire the spiritual gifts Hashem wants to give us.

To receive the Torah and let it settle within us, we need moments of being "kafus”, willingly binding ourselves, putting away
the distractions, and bringing our minds to a complete, focused standstill. When we quiet the inner noise and stand firmly in

one place, we become a vessel capable of holding onto the spiritual acquisitions of life.

Today, before you begin to learn, daven, or do a mitzvah, take just sixty seconds to sit completely still. Put away your phone,
quiet your thoughts, and "bind" your attention entirely to Hashemso that your heart can truly acquire the holiness of the

moment.
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