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T HE  S U G Y A

In this daf, we continue our sweet and deep exploration of the halachos of Gittin, focusing on how a get must be properly

transferred to the wife. We begin by looking at how we can prove that a woman understands the need to transfer ownership

of a document back to her husband so he can give it to her, bringing proofs from the halachos of a guarantor and the

Mishnah's ruling that a woman can write her own get and give it to her husband to deliver back to her.

We then move into a beautiful and classic yeshivish sugya regarding the mechanics of delivery. Rava introduces a fascinating

scenario where a husband places a get in his slave's hand or in his courtyard, and then writes a deed of gift transferring that

slave or courtyard to his wife. This leads the Gemara into a deep discussion on the halachic definition of a "mobile courtyard"

(chatzer mehaleches) and how we view a bound slave or a courtyard in this context.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

ANSWER

י. יֵ נוֹ קְ אַ ע לְ יָדַ י, דְּ אנֵ שָׁ ן  זָקֵ

The Gemara answers: A knowledgeable old man is  different, as  he  knows  and understands the need to transfer the document

to the debtor, and thus he does so wholeheartedly. But this may not apply to a woman receiving a get.

STATEMENT

ין! י חוֹרִ נֵ ים בְּ סִ כָ נְּ רוֹת, גּוֹבֶה מִ טָ שְׁ וּם  יתּ ר חִ חַ אַ צֵא לְ יּוֹ ב הַ רֵ כָא – עָ הָ בָא: מֵ ר רָ מַ לָּא אָ  אֶ

Rather, Rava said: A proof from here  may be brought: If there was a g uarantor whose  commitment emerg ed after the

sig ning  of the  documents , the creditor may collect only from unsold property. This proves that the guarantor must have

acquired the document first to make his commitment take effect, showing that people understand the need to transfer ownership of

documents.

O BJECT IO N

י! יֵ נוֹ קְ אַ ע לְ יָדַ י, דְּ אנֵ שָׁ א  רָ א גַּבְ מָ לְ יָא? דִּ שְׁ אי קוּ י: מַ שֵׁ  ב אָ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rav Ashi said: What is  the  difficulty or proof from here? Perhaps a man is  different, as  he  knows  how to transfer

ownership, but a woman might not be as well versed in these laws.

STATEMENT

לָּא  ט אֶ גֵּ יּוּם הַ ין קִ אֵ שֶׁ  , וֹבָרוֹ ת שׁ ב אֶ וֹתֵ ישׁ כּ אִ הָ , וְ הּ טָּ י ת גִּ בֶת אֶ וֹתֶ ה כּ שָּׁ   כָא – אִ הָ י: מֵ שֵׁ  ב אָ ר רַ מַ לָּא אָ  אֶ

יו. מָ חוֹתְ בְּ

Rather, Rav Ashi said: The proof is from here , as we learned in a Mishnah: A woman may write  her bill of divorce , and a

man may write  his  rece ipt, as  the  validation of the  bill of divorce  is  only throug h its  s ig ners . This proves that a woman is

trusted and understands how to transfer the get to her husband so he can give it back to her.



R U L ING

. וֹ ת בּ שֶׁ  גָּרֶ תְ הוּ, וּמִ תְ נָאַ יו – קְ לָ נָה עָ תָּ  ר מַ טַ שְׁ ב לָהּ  כָתַ , וְ וֹ דּ בְ יַד עַ נוֹ בְּ ט, וּנְתָ ב לָהּ גֵּ כָּתַ בָא:  ר רָ מַ אָ

Rava said: If a husband wrote  her a bill of divorce , and placed it in the  hand of his  s lave , and wrote  her a deed of g ift

over the slave, she  has  acquired them both, and she  is  divorced by it immediately.

QU E ST IO N

נָה! כֶת לֹא קָ לֶּ  הַ צֵר מְ חָ יא, וְ כֶת הִ לֶּ  הַ צֵר מְ אי? חָ מַּ  אַ וְ

The Gemara asks: And why is she divorced? The slave is  a moving  courtyard, and a moving  courtyard does  not acquire

property for its owner!

O BJECT IO N

נָה! ב לֹא קָ שֵׁ  יוֹ ד וְ מֵ נָה, עוֹ ךְ לֹא קָ לֵּ  הַ וּ מְ ילּ אִ שֶׁ ל  כׇּ בָא:  ר רָ מַ אָ הָ ד, וְ מֵ עוֹ א בְּ ימָ תֵּ י  כִ וְ

And if you say that Rava is referring to a slave who is  standing  still,  but didn't Rava say: Anything  that, if it were  walking ,

does  not acquire , even when standing  or s itting  it does  not acquire !

ANSWER

פוּת. כָ א – בְּ תָ כְ לְ הִ וְ

The Gemara answers: And the  halacha of Rava applies to a bound slave who cannot walk at all, making him like a stationary

courtyard.

R U L ING

. וֹ ת בּ שֶׁ  גָּרֶ תְ הוּ, וּמִ תְ נָאַ יו – קְ לָ נָה עָ תָּ  ר מַ טַ שְׁ ב לָהּ  כָתַ , וְ צֵרוֹ חֲ בַּ נוֹ  ט וּנְתָ ב לָהּ גֵּ כָּתַ בָא:  ר רָ מַ אָ וְ

And Rava also said: If he  wrote  her a bill of divorce  and placed it in his  courtyard, and wrote  her a deed of g ift over

the courtyard, she  has  acquired them both, and she  is  divorced by it.

EXPLANAT IO N

ר חַ אַ ה לְ אָ בָּ  הּ הַ צֵרָ וּם חֲ שּׁ  זַר, מִ יגְ צֵר – לִ ל חָ ד, אֲבָ בֶ א עֶ קָ וְ ינָא: דַּ מֵ ד, הֲוָה אָ בֶ ינַן עֶ עִ מְ שְׁ  י אַ אִ יכָא; דְּ רִ וּצְ

אן; כָּ  מִ

The Gemara comments: And both are  necessary; for had he  taug ht us  only about a s lave , I would say that specifically

through a s lave  is she divorced, but regarding a courtyard, le t us  decree  it invalid because  of her courtyard that comes

after this—lest people confuse this with a case where he places a get in a third-party courtyard which she subsequently acquires.

EXPLANAT IO N

ן. ע לַ מַ שְׁ  א מַ פוּת; קָ כָּ ינוֹ  אֵ שֶׁ וּ  טּ פוּת אַ כָּ זַר  יגְ ד – לִ בֶ ל עֶ צֵר, אֲבָ א חָ קָ וְ ינָא דַּ מֵ צֵר, הֲוָה אָ ינַן חָ עִ מְ שְׁ  י אַ אִ וְ

And had he  taug ht us  only about a courtyard, I would say that specifically through a courtyard is she divorced, but

regarding a s lave , le t us  decree  a bound slave invalid on account of an unbound slave; therefore, Rava teaches  us  that both

are valid.

O BJECT IO N

ף , אַ הּ חַ וּרְ ל כּ עַ ין בְּ הּ וּבֵ תַּ  עְ דַּ ין מִ בֵּ הּ  יתַ אִ הּ דְּ דָ ה יָ ״; מַ הּ דָ יָּ ״ י? מִ בַּ  רַ יתְ יכָא אִ הֵ צֵר מֵ י חָ דֵ כְּ  י: מִ יֵ בָּ  ר אַ מַ אָ

; הּ חַ וּרְ ל כּ עַ ין בְּ הּ וּבֵ תַּ  עְ דַּ ין מִ בֵּ הּ  יתַ אִ הּ דְּ צֵרָ חֲ



Abaye  said: Now, from where  is  a courtyard included as a medium of divorce? It is derived from the word "her hand"; just

as  her hand is  able to acquire both with her consent and ag ainst her will, so too her courtyard must be  able to acquire

both with her consent and ag ainst her will.

O BJECT IO N

! הּ יתַ הּ לֵ חַ וּרְ ל כּ עַ , בְּ הּ יתַ הּ אִ תַּ  עְ דַּ נָה – מִ תָּ  א מַ הָ וְ

But this  g ift of the courtyard, with her consent it is  acquired, but ag ainst her will it is  not acquired! Since she cannot

acquire the courtyard against her will, it should not be able to serve as the medium for her divorce.

O BJECT IO N

י וֵ א הָ קָ , וְ הּ יתַ הּ לֵ חַ וּרְ ל כּ עַ הּ בְּ יתַ הּ אִ תַּ  עְ דַּ מִ לָה, דְּ בָּ  קַ יחוּת לְ לִ שְׁ א  הָ י: וְ שֵׁ  בַּר אָ י  ימִ שִׁ ב  יף לַהּ רַ קֵ תְ מַ

לָה! בָּ  קַ יחַ לְִ לִ שָׁ

Rav Shimi bar Ashi challeng ed this : But what about ag ency for rece ipt, which with her consent exists , but ag ainst her

will does  not exist, and yet he  is  a valid ag ent for rece ipt!

ANSWER

י! בַּ  רַ יתְ ״ אִ הּ חָ לְּ שִׁ  לַּח וְ  שִׁ  ״וְּ י?! מִ בַּ  רַ יתְ ״ אִ הּ דָ יָּ ״ יחוּת מִ לִ שְׁ וּ  טּ י – אַ יֵ בָּ  אַ וְ

And Abaye  would respond: Is  that to say ag ency is  derived from "her hand"? It is  derived from "and he  shall send... and

she  shall send," so the comparison to "her hand" does not apply to agency.

ANSWER

ל עַ נָּה בְּ  טַ וֹ קְ תּ בִ ט לְ ל גֵּ בֵּ  קַ ב מְ ן אָ כֵּ  שֶׁ  , הּ חַ וּרְ ל כּ עַ ן בְּ חַ כְּ  שְׁ  י אַ לָה נָמֵ בָּ  קַ יחוּת לְ לִ שְׁ א:  ימָ ית אֵ עֵ בָּ י אִ וְ

. הּ חָ וֹרְ כּ

And if you want, say instead: Ag ency for rece ipt is  also found ag ainst her will, as  a father rece ives  a bill of divorce  for

his  minor daug hter ag ainst her will.

G EMAR A

ד בֶ עֶ א יָד דְּ מָ לָ שְׁ  ׳: בִּ כוּ יִת וְ ל זַ שֶׁ לֶה  עָ ל הֶ עַ

We learned in the Mishnah: On an olive  leaf, e tc. The Gemara begins to analyze this: Granted, the  hand of a s lave  is not

considered a separate domain...

S U M M A RY

The Gemara first resolves the question of whether a woman understands the legal necessity of transferring a document to her

husband, proving from a Mishnah that she indeed does. Rava then rules that if a husband places a get in his slave's hand or in

his courtyard and gifts that slave or courtyard to his wife, she is divorced immediately. The Gemara clarifies that a slave can

only act as a valid chatzer (courtyard) to acquire the get if he is bound, as an unbound slave is a "mobile courtyard" which

cannot halachically acquire items. Finally, the Gemara explains why Rava had to teach both the case of the slave and the

courtyard to avoid various Rabbinic decrees, and Abaye challenges Rava's ruling by comparing the halachic mechanism of a

courtyard to the wife's actual hand, arguing that a courtyard acquired as a gift cannot function to receive a get against her

will.



ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

In our sugya, the Gemara discusses a fascinating mechanism: a husband places a get in his courtyard or in the hand of his

slave, and then gifts that very courtyard or slave to his wife. By acquiring the domain, she automatically acquires the get

inside it. But the Gemara raises a critical limitation: a slave can only act as a domain to acquire the get if he is "kafus", bound

and completely still. If he has the ability to move on his own, even if he is standing perfectly still right now, he is a "chatzer

mehaleches" (a walking courtyard), which cannot acquire anything.

This contains a profound lesson for our own avodah. We often try to build a "chatzer", a spiritual domain, a home, or a state

of mind, where we hope to capture and hold onto holy things, like Torah, tefillah, or good resolutions. But the Gemara is

teaching us that if our minds and hearts are constantly running, distracted, and moving from one worldly thought to the

next, we are like a "chatzer mehaleches." Even if we are sitting still in the Beis Medrash, if our inner self is restless and

wandering, we cannot truly acquire the spiritual gifts Hashem wants to give us.

To receive the Torah and let it settle within us, we need moments of being "kafus", willingly binding ourselves, putting away

the distractions, and bringing our minds to a complete, focused standstill. When we quiet the inner noise and stand firmly in

one place, we become a vessel capable of holding onto the spiritual acquisitions of life.

Today, before you begin to learn, daven, or do a mitzvah, take just sixty seconds to sit completely still. Put away your phone,

quiet your thoughts, and "bind" your attention entirely to Hashem so that your heart can truly acquire the holiness of the

moment.
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