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LJ THE SUGYA

In this daf; we continue our sweet and deep learning of the halachos of writing a get. The Gemara first clarifies why a get
written on a cow's horn requires the husband to give her the entire cow, explaining that the Torah requires a document that
is ready to be given immediately after writing, without needing a major act of cutting first. We then delve into a beautiful
machlokes between Rabbi Yosei HaGelili and the Rabbis regarding whethera get can be written on a living creature or on

food, analyzing how they darshen the word "sefer” in the pasuk.

We then move on to a new Mishna that teaches us about the status of writing a get on something attached to the ground,
such as a leaf or a tree. The Mishna also introduces a machlokes between Rabbi Yehuda ben Beteira and the Rabbis regarding
writing a get on materials where the writing could potentially be forged, such as erased paper or unfinished leather.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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In the case of the slave's hand, it is not possible to cut it off, as it is forbidden to mutilate a slave, so he must give her the entire

slave. But in the case of the 178 $¥ 1R — the horn of a cow,
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let him cut it off and give it to her! Why does the Mishnah say he must give her the entire cow?
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The Gemara answers: The verse states: "And he shall write" and then "and give it in her hand,” which teaches that the
document must be written on FIPNR 1220 KPX 1017 IPXY *N; — something which is not lacking any action exce pt writing

and giving;
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this case of the cow's horn is excluded, which is lacking writing, cutting, and giving, and therefore the horn alone cannot

serve as the get unless he gives her the entire cow.

STATEMENT
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We learned in the Mishnah: Rabbi Yosei HaGelili says etc. that a get may not be written on anything living, nor on food.
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The Gemara asks: What is the reason of Rabbi Yosei HaGelili?
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As it is taught in a Braisa: The Torah says "sefer” (scroll). From this I have only a literal scroll; from where do we derive to

include all other things as valid writing materials?
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The verse teaches: "And he shall write for her” — implying he may write on any material whatsoever.
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If so, what is the meaning when the verse teaches "sefer"?
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Just as a scroll is something that does not have a spirit of life, and is not food; so too, any thing used fora get must be

that which does not have a spirit of life and is not food.
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And the Rabbis, how do they respond? They argue: If it were written "b’sefer” (in a scroll), it would be as you said, referring
to the material. Now that it is written "sefer”, it does not refer to the material, but it comes for the telling of matters,

meaning a written account of divorce.
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The Gemara asks: And the Rabbis, what do they do with this phrase "And he shall write"?
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They require it to teach: With writing she is divorced, and she is not divorced with money.
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For it might enter your mind to say, let us compare leaving marriage to entering marriage: just as entering marriage
(betrothal) can be done with money, so too leaving marriage (divorce) also can be done with money; therefore it teaches

us that it must be written.

A2 0K 93T 1K1, ANTN2 199 - “NMANPI2 N8R TP KRBI - AT

And the other Tanna, Rabbi Yosei HaGelili, from where does he derive this? He derives it from "a scroll of severance” —

meaning a scroll (a written document) severs her, and nothing else (such as money) severs her.
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And the other, the Rabbis, what do they do with "severance"? They require it to teach that it must be a matter that

completely severs between him and her, as it is taught in a Braisa:
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If a husband says, "This is your get on condition that you do not drink wine,” or "on condition that youdo not go to
your father's house" and this condition is "forever" — this is not severance, and the get s invalid because she remains

permanently bound by his restriction.
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But if he says the condition is only "until thirty days,” then this is severance, and the get is valid.
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And the other Tanna, Rabbi Yosei HaGelili, from where does he derive this rule of complete severance? He derives it from the

extra letters in the change from"karet” to "keritut.”
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And the other, the Rabbis, do not expound the difference between "karet” and "keritut.”
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MISHNAH: One may not write a get on something attached to the ground.

MISHNAH
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If he wrote it on something attached, and then detached it, and signed it, and gave it to her — it is valid.
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Rabbi Yehuda deems it invalid, until both its writing and its signing are ina detached state.
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Rabbi Yehuda ben Beteira says: One may not write a get neither on erased paper nor on diftera (unfinished leather),

because it can be forged.
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And the Sages validate a get written on these.

GEMARA
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GEMARA: The Gemara asks: How can the Mishnah say, if he wrote it on the attached and then detached it, it is valid? But

didn't yousay in the first clause: "One may not write" on the attached?!
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Rav Yehuda said that Shmuel said: And this is valid only where he left over the place of the essential part of the get (the

names and date) to be written after detaching it.
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And so Rabbi Elazar said that Rabbi Oshaya said: And this is where he left over the place of the essential part.
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And so Rabba bar bar Chana said that Rabbi Yochanan said: And this is where he left over the place of the essential

part —

EXPLANATION
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and this explanation is in accordance with Rabbi Elazar, who said: The witnesses of delivery effect the divorce, not the

signing witnesses.
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And this is what the Mishnah is saying: One may not write even the standard text (the tofes) on the attached, asa Rabbinic

decree lest he write the essential part (the toref) on the attached.
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But post facto, if he wrote the standard text on the attached and detached it, and then wrote the essential part on the

detached and gave it to her — it is valid.

STATEMENT

P PIMNN” RN WP W

And Reish Lakish said: We learned in the Mishnah that the word "signed" is the key, "and they signed it" is what we learned;
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and this is in accordance with Rabbi Meir, who said: The witnesses of signing effect the divorce.
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And this is what the Mishnah is saying: One may not write the essential part on the attached, asa Rabbinic decree lest he

sign it while it is still attached.
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But post facto, if he wrote the essential part on the attached, detached it, signed it, and gave it to her — it is valid.
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If he wrote it onashard of a perforated flowerpot — it is valid, because he can take it and give it to her without needing

to detach anything from the ground.
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If he wrote iton a leaf of a perforated flowerpot, which is halachically considered attached to the ground:

STATEMENT
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Abaye said: It is valid, and Rava said: It is invalid.
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Abaye said it is valid because...

SUMMARY

The Gemara begins by explaining thata get cannot be written on something that requires cutting before it can be given, as
the Torah requires the document to be ready for giving immediately after writing. We then explore the source for Rabbi Yosei
HaGelili's view that a get cannot be written on living things or food, contrasted with the Rabbis who learn that "sefer” refers
to the telling of the story (sefirat devarim) rather than the material itself. The Rabbis use the pesukim to teach that divorce
must be done through writing rather than money, and that it must represent a complete severance (keritut) without permanent
conditions. Finally, the new Mishna discusses the invalidity of writing a get on something attached to the ground, and the

dispute regarding writing on materials susceptible to forgery.
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In our sugya, the Rabbis teach us a profound principle about the very nature of a get. The Torah callsita "sefer keritut”, a
scroll of severance. The Gemara explains that this means the divorce must be absolute, with no lingering strings attached. If a
husband gives a get but places a permanent condition on his wife, such as forbidding her from ever visiting her father's house,

the divorce is completely invalid. For a separation to be real, it cannot be partial; it must be a total, clean break.

This contains a deep lesson for our own lives and our avodah. How often do we try to make a "break” froma bad habit, a
negative influence, or a middah we know is harming our yiras Shamayim, yet we leave a small condition behind? We tell
ourselves we are letting go of the yetzer hara, but we keep one foot in the door, holding onto a tiny piece of the old behavior

"justin case."

True growth and teshuvah require "keritut”, a complete and honest severance. When we decide to move away from
something that distances us from the Aibershter, we must do so without lingering conditions or half-measures. A partial break

is not a break at all; it keeps us spiritually bound to the very things we are trying to leave behind.

Today, identify one negative habit or distraction you have been trying to move away from, and make a clean, absolute break

fromit for just one day, with no lingering conditions or compromises.
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