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T HE  S U G Y A

In this daf, we are zocheh to delve deeper into the essential halachos of writing a get lishmah—specifically for the sake of the

husband and wife. We begin by exploring whether a katan, a cheresh, or an imbecile can write a get if a halakhically

competent adult is standing over them to supervise and direct their intent. This leads the Gemara into a beautiful, deep

discussion regarding whether a non-Jew can write a get under similar supervision, and how we understand the difference

between their respective levels of da'as.

We then move into a major yesod in Hilchos Gittin: the classic machlokes between Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Elazar. We learn

how this dispute affects our understanding of the Torah's requirement of "ve-chasav lah"—whether the writing itself must be

done lishmah, or if the primary requirement of lishmah rests upon the signatures of the witnesses who sign the get.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

STATEMENT

יו. בָּ ל גַּ ד עַ מֵ ל עוֹ דוֹ יָה גָּ הָ שֶׁ הוּא  וְ

And that is  the case only when there  was  an adult standing  over him to supervise the writing.

QU E ST IO N

ר?! שֵׁ  כָ י דְּ י נָמֵ כִ יו, הָ בָּ ל גַּ ד עַ מֵ ל עוֹ אֵ רָ שְׂ יִ י – וְ ה, גּוֹ תָּ  עַ לָּא מֵ  ן: אֶ מָ ב נַחְ יהּ רַ ר לֵ מַ אֲ

Rav Nachman said to him: If that is  so, then in the case of a g entile , and a Jew stands over him and instructs him to write it

for her sake, is  it also indeed valid?!

O BJECT IO N

סוּל! פָּ י  יָא: גּוֹ נְ תַ הָ י, וְ י נָמֵ כִ א הָ ימָ תֵּ י  כִ וְ

And if you would say that it is  indeed so, but isn't it taug ht in a braisa: A g entile  is  disqualified from writing a get under

any circumstances?

ANSWER

ד. בֵ יהּ עָ שֵׁ  נַפְ יהּ דְּ תֵּ  עְ דַ י, לְ גּוֹ

The Gemara answers: A g entile  acts  based on his  own mind and will, and we cannot assume he follows the supervisor's

instructions; whereas a minor or deaf-mute has no legal mind of his own and will follow the adult's direction.

STATEMENT

יַן נְ עִ לְ ל דִּ לָ כְּ  ה, מִ אָ יַן הֲבָ נְ עִ י לְ גוֹ יהּ לְ יל לֵ סֵ פָּ א  קָ דְּ מִ י; דְּ רִ מַ אֲ יא דַּ א הִ תָ ילְּ או מִ ן: לָ מָ ב נַחְ ר רַ מַ ר אָ דַ הֲ

ר. שֵׁ  כָּ יבָה –  תִ כְּ



Rav Nachman later said: That which I said is  not a correct matter; for s ince  the Mishnah later disqualifies  a g entile

reg arding  the  bring ing  of a get, it is by implication that reg arding  the  writing  of a get, he  is  fit.

QU E ST IO N

סוּל! פָּ י  יָא: גּוֹ נְ תַ הָ וְ

The Gemara asks: But isn't it taug ht in a braisa: A g entile  is  disqualified from writing a get?

ANSWER

יהּ תֵּ  עְ דַּ י אַ אי גּוֹ דַּ א וַ הָ ; וְ הּ מָ שְׁ  יבָה לִ תִ כְּ ינַן  עֵ י, וּבָ תִ כָּרְ ה  ירָ סִ י מְ דֵ ר: עֵ מַ אָ יא, דְּ זָר הִ עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ יא רַ הִ הַ

יד. בֵ עָ יהּ קָ שֵׁ  נַפְ דְּ

The Gemara answers: That braisa is  in accordance with Rabbi Elazar, who says: The  witnesses  of de livery effect the

divorce , and we  require  the  writing  of the get to be for her sake ; and this  g entile  certainly acts  based on his  own mind

and cannot write it for her sake.

STATEMENT

ר. שֵׁ  כָּ נוֹ לָהּ –  , וּנְתָ מוֹ פָּה, חֲתָ  שְׁ  אַ אוֹ בְּ צָ וּ מְ ילּ פִ יר: אֲ אִ י מֵ בִּ יָה רַ ר הָ מֵ ן, אוֹ מָ ב נַחְ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rav Nachman said: Rabbi Meir would say: Even if he  found a get in a g arbag e  dump, and he  had it s ig ned by witnesses

for her sake, and g ave  it to her, it is  valid, because Rabbi Meir holds that the essential requirement of lishmah is in the signing.

QU E ST IO N

ט?! גֵּ יבַת הַ תִ כְּ או  אי, לָ ; מַ הּ מָ שְׁ  ״ – לִ ב לָהּ כָתַ ״וְ ן:  מָ ב נַחְ רַ בָא לְ יהּ רָ יבֵ יתִ אֵ

Rava challeng ed Rav Nachman: The Torah says, "And he  shall write  for her"—which means for her sake ; what, is  it not

referring to the  writing  of the  g et itself?

ANSWER

ים. דִ ת עֵ ימַ לֹא, חֲתִ

Rav Nachman answered: No, it refers to the  s ig ning  of the  witnesses .

QU E ST IO N

סוּל! פָּ ה –  שָּׁ   וּם אִ שׁ לֹּא לְ  שֶׁ ב  תַּ  כְ נִּ שֶׁ ט  ל גֵּ כׇּ בָא:  יהּ רָ יבֵ יתִ אֵ

Rava challeng ed him from a Mishnah: Any g et that was  written not for the  sake  of the  woman is  invalid!

ANSWER

סוּל. פָּ ה –  שָּׁ   וּם אִ שׁ לֹּא לְ  שֶׁ ם  תַּ  נֶּחְ  שֶׁ א:  ימָ אֵ

Rav Nachman replied: Say and emend the text to read: Any get that was  s ig ned not for the  sake  of the  woman is  invalid.

QU E ST IO N

. הּ מָ שְׁ  בוֹ לִ וֹתְ וּ כּ ילּ אִ בוֹ – כְּ וֹתְ הוּא כּ שֶׁ  כְּ  : יהּ יבֵ יתִ אֵ

Rava challeng ed him from a braisa: When he  write s  it, it is  as  if he  write s  it for her sake .

IN FER ENCE



!? הּ מָ שְׁ  פֶס לִ וֹ טּ בוֹ לַ וֹתְ וּ כּ ילּ אִ הּ – כְּ מָ שְׁ  ף לִ וֹרֶ בוֹ לַתּ וֹתְ הוּא כּ שֶׁ  כְּ או  אי, לָ מַ

What, is  it not teaching that when he  write s  the  e ssential part of the get for her sake , it is  as  if he  wrote  the  standard

part for her sake? This proves that the writing must be lishmah!

ANSWER

. הּ מָ שְׁ  בוֹ לִ וֹתְ וּ כּ ילּ אִ הּ – כְּ מָ שְׁ  מוֹ לִ הוּא חוֹתְ שֶׁ  כְּ לֹא; 

Rav Nachman answered: No; it means that when he  s ig ns  it for her sake , it is  as  if he  wrote  it for her sake .

R E SO LU T IO N

י. תִ כָּרְ ה  ירָ סִ י מְ דֵ ר: עֵ מַ אָ יא, דְּ זָר הִ עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ י? רַ נִּ ין מַ יתִ נִ תְ י מַ נֵ א: הָ ימָ ית אֵ עֵ בָּ י אִ וְ

And if you want, say: Whose  opinion are these  braisos  that you challenged me with? It is  Rabbi Elazar, who says: The

witnesses  of de livery effect the  divorce , and therefore the writing itself must be lishmah.

STATEMENT

ף. וֹרֶ תּ קוֹם הַ יֵּיר מְ  שִּׁ   שֶׁ הוּא  ל: וְ מוּאֵ שְׁ ר  מַ ה אָ ב יְהוּדָ רַ וְ

And Rav Yehudah said that Shmuel said: And that is  the case that a minor may write it, only when he  le ft over the  space  of

the  e ssential part of the get to be written by an adult.

STATEMENT

יא. זָר הִ עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ רַ ף, וְ וֹרֶ תּ קוֹם הַ יֵּיר מְ  שִּׁ   שֶׁ הוּא  לָּא: וְ  עוּ יהּ דְּ מֵ שְּׁ   א מִ גָּ י חַ בִּ ר רַ מַ ן אָ כֵ וְ

And so Rabbi Chag g a said in the  name  of Ulla: And that is  the case only when he  le ft over the  space  of the  e ssential

part, and it is  in accordance with Rabbi Elazar.

STATEMENT

ה. וֹרָ ינָהּ תּ נָן: אֵ חָ י יוֹ בִּ ר רַ מַ א אָ יקָ י זְרִ בִּ רַ וְ

And Rabbi Zerika said that Rabbi Yochanan said: It is  not Torah.

QU E ST IO N

ה״? וֹרָ ינָהּ תּ ״אֵ אי  מַ

The Gemara asks: What is  the meaning of "It is  not Torah"?

EXPLANAT IO N

י. תִ כָּרְ ה  ימָ י חֲתִ דֵ ר: עֵ מַ אָ יא, דְּ יר הִ אִ י מֵ בִּ רַ ; וְ הּ מָ שְׁ  כֹּחַ לִ ין  אֵ שֶׁ ךָ  יעֲ דִ אן הוֹ כָּ בָּא:   י אַ בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rabbi Abba said: Here  he  informs you that there  is  no force  to  the requirement of lishmah in the writing of the get; and it

is  in accordance with Rabbi Meir, who says: The  s ig ning  witnesses  effect the  divorce .

QU E ST IO N

יא! זָר הִ עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ נָן: רַ חָ י יוֹ בִּ ר רַ מַ נָה, אָ בַּר חָ בַּר  בָּה   ר רַ מַ אָ הָ וְ

The Gemara asks: But didn't Rabba bar bar Chana say that Rabbi Yochanan said: It is  in accordance with Rabbi Elazar?

ANSWER



נָן. חָ י יוֹ בִּ רַ בָּא דְּ י לִּ אַ ינְהוּ וְ י נִ אֵ מוֹרָ אָ

The Gemara answers: They are  Amoraim who argue according  to the  opinion of Rabbi Yochanan.

נָה שְׁ  מִ M I S H N A H

MISHNAH

י. גוֹ א, וְ מֵ סוֹ ן, וְ טָ קָ ה, וְ טֶ וֹ , שׁ שׁ רֵ חֵ ץ מֵ ט, חוּ גֵּ ת הַ יא אֶ בִ הָ ין לְ רִ שֵׁ  כְּ כֹּל   י׳ הַ נִ תְ מַ

MISHNAH: All are  fit to bring  a g et, except for a deaf-mute , an imbecile , and a minor, and a blind person, and a

g entile .

MISHNAH

סוּל. פָּ יֵּיר –   גַּ נִתְ י וְ פָּה; גּוֹ  תַּ  שְׁ  נִ ה וְ טֶ וֹ ; שׁ חַ תֵּ פַּ  נִתְ א וְ מֵ ; סוֹ חַ קֵּ פַּ  נִתְ שׁ וְ רֵ יל; חֵ דִּ גְ הִ ן וְ טָ קָּ ל הַ בֵּ י קִ

If a minor rece ived the get as an agent and became  an adult; or a deaf-mute  and became  able  to hear; or a blind person

and became  able  to see ; or an imbecile  and became  sane ; or a g entile  and converted—he is  unfit to deliver it.

MISHNAH

ר. שֵׁ  כָּ פָּה –   תַּ  שְׁ  נִ זַר וְ חָ ה וְ טָּ  תַּ  שְׁ  נִ י וְ פוּ שָׁ  ; חַ תֵּ פַּ  נִתְ זַר וְ חָ א וְ מֵּ  תַּ  סְ נִ פָּתוּחַ וְ  ; חַ קֵּ פַּ  נִתְ זַר וְ חָ שׁ וְ רֵ חָ נִתְ חַ וְ קֵּ פִּ ל  אֲבָ

But if he was sane  and became  a deaf-mute  and returned and became  sane ; or see ing  and became  blind and returned

and became  see ing ; or sane  and became  insane  and returned and became  sane—he is  fit.

MISHNAH

ר. שֵׁ  כָּ ת –  עַ דַ פוֹ בְּ סוֹ לָּתוֹ וְ י חִ תְּ שֶׁ ל  כׇּ ל:  לָ כְּ  זֶה הַ

This  is  the  g eneral rule : Anyone  whose  beg inning  and end of agency were with a sound mind is  fit.

א רָ מָ גְּ G E M A R A

G EMAR A

ינְהוּ; ה נִ יעָ י דֵּ נֵ או בְּ לָ ן – דְּ טָ קָ ה וְ טֶ וֹ , שׁ שׁ רֵ א חֵ מָ לָ שְׁ  ׳ בִּ מָ גְּ

GEMARA: It is  understandable  regarding a deaf-mute , an imbecile , and a minor, for they are  not of sound mind and

cannot act as agents;

EXPLANAT IO N

א הוּא; ירָ תֵּ י בַּר הֶ או  לָ י – דְּ י נָמֵ גּוֹ

a g entile  also  is understandable, for he  is  not subject to  the laws of Jewish marriage and divorce, and cannot act as an agent in

them;

QU E ST IO N

אי לָא? מַּ  א, אַ מֵ לָּא סוֹ  אֶ



but a blind person, why not?

ANSWER

. נוֹ י נוֹתְ מִ לְ לוֹ וּ טְ י נוֹ מִּ עַ מִ דֵ ינוֹ יוֹ אֵ שֶׁ י  פִ ת: לְ שֶׁ  שֵׁ ב  ר רַ מַ אָ

Rav Sheshes  said: Because  he  does  not know from whom he  takes  it and to whom he  g ives  it.

O BJECT IO N

לָה? יְ לַּ  בַּ ם  יהֶ וֹתֵ שׁ נְ ים בִּ רִ תָּ ם מוּ דָ י אָ נֵ ךְ בְּ יאַ ? הֵ וֹ תּ שְׁ  אִ ר בְּ תָּ א מוּ מֵ ךְ סוֹ יאַ סֵף: הֵ ב יוֹ יף לַהּ רַ קֵ תְ מַ

Rav Yosef challeng ed this : How is  a blind man permitted to his  wife? How are  people  permitted to the ir wives  at

nig ht without seeing them?

AR G UMENT

לָא! קָ ינָא דְּ יעוּת עֵ בִ טְ י בִּ כָא נָמֵ לָא, הָ קָ ינָא דְּ יעוּת עֵ בִ טְ לָּא בִּ  אֶ

Rather, it is by voice  recog nition; here  too, let him identify them by voice  recog nition!

ANSWER

י צֵ לָא מָ ם״, וְ תַּ  י נֶחְ נַ פָ ב וּבְ תַּ  כְ י נִ נַ פָ ״בְּ ר:  ימַ מֵ י לְ עֵ בָ ינַן; דְּ קִ סְ ץ עָ רֶ אָ חוּצָה לָ כָא בְּ סֵף: הָ ב יוֹ ר רַ מַ לָּא אָ  אֶ

ר. ימַ מֵ לְ

Rather, Rav Yosef said: Here  we  are  dealing  with outside  the  Land of Israe l, where  he  needs  to say: "In my presence  it

was  written and in my presence  it was  s ig ned," and he  is  unable  to say this because he cannot see the writing.

QU E ST IO N

ר?! שֵׁ  כָ י דְּ י נָמֵ כִ ר, הָ מַ י אָ צֵ מָ א, דְּ מֵּ  תַּ  סְ נִ פָּתוּחַ וְ ה,  תָּ  עַ לָּא מֵ  י: אֶ יֵ בָּ  יהּ אַ ר לֵ מַ אֲ

Abaye  said to him: If that is  so, then in the case of one who was see ing  and became  blind, who can say the declaration

because he saw the writing before going blind, is  he  indeed fit?!

O BJECT IO N

, לֹא! חַ תֵּ פַּ  נִתְ זַר וְ ין; לֹא חָ , אִ חַ תֵּ פַּ  נִתְ זַר וְ ר – חָ שֵׁ  כָּ  , חַ תֵּ פַּ  נִתְ זַר וְ חָ א וְ מֵּ  תַּ  סְ נִ פָּתוּחַ וְ י:  נֵ תָ א קָ הָ וְ

But doesn't the  Mishnah teach: See ing  and became  blind and returned and became  see ing  is  fit? This implies that if he

returned and became  see ing , yes , he is fit; but if he did not re turn and become see ing , no, he is not fit!

ANSWER

; חַ תֵּ פַּ  נִתְ זַר וְ לֹא חָ ל גַּב דְּ ף עַ אַ ין דְּ דִּ הוּא הַ

The Gemara answers: The same  law applie s  that even thoug h he  did not re turn and become see ing , he is fit;

EXPLANAT IO N

נָא פָּה – לָא; תְּ  תַּ  שְׁ  נִ זַר וְ א לֹא חָ פָּה, הָ  תַּ  שְׁ  נִ זַר וְ חָ א דְּ מָ עְ פָּה – טַ  תַּ  שְׁ  נִ זַר וְ חָ ה וְ טָּ  תַּ  שְׁ  נִ י וְ פוּ שָׁ י  נֵ תָ קָ י דְּ ידֵ יְּ אַ וְ

. חַ תֵּ פַּ  נִתְ זַר וְ חָ א וְ מֵּ  תַּ  סְ נִ פָּתוּחַ וְ י  נָמֵ



and s ince  it teaches  in the parallel clause: Sane  and became  insane  and returned and became  sane—where the reason is

that he  re turned and became  sane , but if he  did not re turn and become sane , no, he is unfit; it also taug ht for symmetry:

See ing  and became  blind and returned and became  see ing .

PR O O F

ר; שֵׁ  כָּ ת –  עַ דַ פוֹ בְּ סוֹ לָּתוֹ וְ י חִ תְּ שֶׁ ל  כׇּ ל:  לָ כְּ  י, זֶה הַ נֵ תָ קָ י – דְּ א נָמֵ יְקָ י: דַּ שֵׁ  ב אָ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rav Ashi said: It is  also precise  from the wording, as  it teaches  in the  g eneral rule : Anyone  whose  beg inning  and end of

agency were with a sound mind is  fit;

IN FER ENCE

. נַּהּ י ע מִ מַ שְׁ ר;  שֵׁ  כָּ רוּת –  שְׁ  כַ פוֹ בְּ סוֹ לָּתוֹ וְ י חִ תְּ שֶׁ ל  כׇּ י:  נֵ תָ לָא קָ וְ

and it does  not teach: Anyone  whose  beg inning  and end were  in fitness  is  fit. Learn from this  that a blind person who

was seeing at the beginning and end is indeed fit.

QU E ST IO N

? לָהּ עְ בַּ יַּד   ה מִ שָּׁ   ט אִ ל גֵּ בֵּ  קַ יחַ לְ לִ שָׁ ה  שֶׂ יֵּעָ  שֶׁ הוּ  ד, מַ בֶ י: עֶ מֵּ  י אַ בִּ רַ יהּ מֵ נֵּ י עוֹ מִ בְּ

They asked of Rabbi Ami: A s lave , what is  the law as to whether he  may be  made  an ag ent to rece ive  a woman's  g et from

the  hand of her husband?

ANSWER

י, גוֹ יהּ לְ יל לֵ סֵ פָּ א  קָ דְּ הוּ: מִ ר לְ מַ אֲ

He said to them: Since  the Mishnah disqualifies  a g entile ,

S U M M A RY

The sugya begins by clarifying that while a katan or cheresh may write a get under the close supervision of an adult who

directs them to write it lishmah, a non-Jew is disqualified because he acts on his own independent will and cannot be directed.

The Gemara then analyzes the positions of Rabbi Meir and Rabbi Elazar regarding what actually effects the divorce—the

signing witnesses (eidei chasimah) or the delivery witnesses (eidei mesirah). According to Rav Nachman's understanding of

Rabbi Meir, even a get found in the garbage can be kosher if it is signed lishmah, whereas Rabbi Elazar requires the actual

writing of the get (or at least its essential parts, the toref) to be done lishmah. Finally, the Gemara cites Shmuel and Rabbi

Yochanan, showing how their rulings on whether a katan can write a get depend on these fundamental views of Rabbi Meir

and Rabbi Elazar.



ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

The Gemara teaches us a profound principle about human nature: "A gentile acts based on his own will." Unlike a child or

someone who lacks halachic competence, who can be guided by an adult standing over them, a person with their own

independent mind and will cannot simply be directed to have the proper intent. They will naturally act on their own

thoughts, desires, and motivations.

This is a powerful mirror for our own avodah. How often do we go through our day, performing mitzvos or helping others,

while our minds are completely somewhere else? We might be physically doing the right thing, but our inner "will"—our da'as

—is wandering, pulled by the yetzer hara or mundane distractions. To truly serve the Aibershter, we cannot just be passive

participants. We must actively direct our own minds and wills to the holy task at hand.

Today, before you perform a mitzvah or daven, pause for just five seconds to consciously bring your mind and heart into what

you are doing, ensuring that your actions are done with true, focused intention for the sake of Hashem.
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