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T HE  S U G Y A

In this daf, we continue our deep dive into the halachos of writing a get, focusing on the Rabbinic ordinances that govern

how a scribe may prepare a bill of divorce. The Gemara first addresses an apparent contradiction in the positions of Rabbi

Elazar regarding whether a scribe may write the standard formula (the tofes) of a get in advance. We learn how different

Tannaim understand Rabbi Elazar's view, and we explore the underlying reasons for these enactments, whether they were

established to prevent domestic discord or to protect agunos (deserted wives) who need a get written quickly before a

husband travels overseas.

We then move into a beautiful discussion regarding the requirement to write the date on a get. The Gemara analyzes why a

date is necessary, contrasting a get given after marriage with one given after betrothal (eirusin). This leads us to examine the

classic reasons for dating a get—such as protecting the woman's property rights or preventing cover-ups in cases of adultery—

and introduces a fascinating ruling from Ulla regarding a get written for a betrothed woman that is intended for use only after

marriage.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

QU E ST IO N

זָר! עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ רַ דְּ זָר אַ עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ רַ יָא דְּ שְׁ  קַ

The Gemara asks: This is difficult,  as there is a contradiction from the statement of Rabbi Elazar in the first clause of our

Mishnah ag ainst the statement of Rabbi Elazar in the latter clause!

ANSWER

זָר. עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ רַ בָּא דְּ י לִּ אַ י וְ נָּאֵ  תַּ י  רֵ תְּ

The Gemara answers: It is a dispute between two Tannaim as to what is the ruling according  to Rabbi Elazar.

STATEMENT

ה; טָ טָ וּם קְ שּׁ  יָּה: מִ  קִ זְ ר חִ מַ י אָ תַ בְּ שַׁ י  בִּ רַ

Rabbi Shabbetai said that Chizkiyah said: The ordinance allowing the scribe to write the blank forms in advance was instituted

because  of quarre l;

EXPLANAT IO N

י, תִ כָּרְ ה  ימָ י חֲתִ דֵ ר: עֵ מַ אָ יא, דְּ יר הִ אִ י מֵ בִּ רַ וְ

and this is  in accordance with the view of Rabbi Meir, who said: The  s ig ning  witnesses  effect the divorce, and there is no

requirement that the writing of the get be done specifically for her sake,

EXPLANAT IO N



וֹב; תּ כְ י לִ ף נָמֵ וֹרֶ וּ תּ ילּ פִ אֲ ין הוּא דַּ דִ וּבְ

and by rig ht it is  that even the essential part of the get also  the scribe should write  in advance;

EXPLANAT IO N

. יהּ דֵ בַּהֲ ה  טָ טָ וֵה לַהּ קְ הָ , וְ יהּ ר לֵ מַ אָ יהוּ קָ ה אִ רָ בְ סָ יב, וְ א כָתֵ קָ פֵר דְּ סוֹ יהּ לְ ה לֵ עָ מְ שָׁ  ין דְּ נִ מְ זִ וְ

but sometimes  a wife mig ht hear the  scribe  who is  writing  her name in a get, and she  will think that he ,  her husband, told

him to write it, and she  will have  a quarre l with him. Therefore, the Sages decreed that the essential part may not be written in

advance.

STATEMENT

נַת עֲגוּנוֹת; קָּ תַּ וּם  שּׁ  י: מִ ימִ ר אֲבִ מַ א אָ דָּ סְ ב חִ רַ

Rav Chisda said that Avimi said: The ordinance was because  of the  enactment for deserted wives ;

STATEMENT

זָר. עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ י לַהּ רַ רִ מְ אָ יר, וְ אִ י מֵ בִּ י לַהּ רַ רִ מְ אָ

some  say it is according to Rabbi Meir, and some  say it is according to Rabbi Elazar.

EXPLANAT IO N

וֹב; תּ כְ י לִ ף נָמֵ וֹרֶ וּ תּ ילּ פִ אֲ ין הוּא דַּ דִ י, וּבְ תִ כָּרְ ה  ימָ י חֲתִ דֵ ר: עֵ מַ אָ יר – דְּ אִ י מֵ בִּ י לַהּ רַ רִ מְ אָ

Some say it is according to Rabbi Meir – who said: The  s ig ning  witnesses  effect the divorce, and by rig ht it is  that even

the essential part also  the scribe should write  in advance;

EXPLANAT IO N

. יב לַהּ ן וּמוֹתֵ גֵּ עַ , וּמְ לַהּ יהֲ יהּ נִ יק לֵ זָרֵ לַהּ וְ ח עֲ תַ רָ , וְ הּ דַ בַּהֲ ה  טָ טָ יהּ קְ וֵה לֵ הָ ין דְּ נִ מְ זִ וְ

but sometimes he  mig ht have  a quarre l with her, and he  will become ang ry with her and throw it to her immediately, and

thus leave  her deserted and divorced in haste, whereas if he had to wait for a scribe to write it, he would calm down. Therefore,

the Sages forbade preparing the essential part in advance.

EXPLANAT IO N

וֹב; תּ כְ י לָא לִ פֶס נָמֵ וּ טוֹ ילּ פִ אֲ ין הוּא דַּ דִ י, וּבְ תִ כָּרְ ה  ירָ סִ י מְ ידֵ ר: עֵ מַ אָ זָר – דְּ עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ י לַהּ רַ רִ מְ אָ

And some  say it is according to Rabbi Elazar – who said: The  de livery witnesses  effect the divorce, and by rig ht it is  that

even the blank form also  the scribe should not write  in advance, as a decree lest he write the essential part;

EXPLANAT IO N

. יב לַהּ ן וּמוֹתֵ גֵּ עַ זֵיל, וּמְ אָ יק לַהּ וְ בֵ שָׁ  א, וְ רָ פְ כַּח סָ  שְׁ  לָא אַ יָּם וְ  ינַת הַ דִ מְ יזַל לִ מֵ י לְ עֵ בָ ין דְּ נִ מְ זִ וְ

but sometimes  a husband needs to g o to a country overseas  and he  cannot find a scribe  to write a get quickly, and he  will

leave  her and g o, and thus leave  her deserted. Therefore, the Sages permitted writing the blank forms in advance so that a get

could be prepared quickly.

STATEMENT

ין. ירוּסִ אֵ ן הָ נָא מִ שְׁ לָא  ין, וְ וּאִ ישּׂ נִּ ן הַ נָא מִ שְׁ י; לָא  נֵ תָ יק וְ סֵ פָ ן: קָ מַ זְּ קוֹם הַ וּמְ



The Mishnah teaches that the scribe must leave and the  place  of the  date  blank. The Gemara notes: The Tanna categ orically

teaches  this; it makes no difference  if the divorce is from marriag e , and it makes no difference  if it is from betrothal.

EXPLANAT IO N

י – ירֵ פֵּ וּם  שּׁ  ר מִ מַ אָ אן דְּ מַ ין לְ בֵּ כָּא,  י חוֹתוֹ – אִ בַּת אֲ וּם  שּׁ  ר מִ מַ אָ אן דְּ מַ ין לְ בֵּ ין;  וּאִ ישּׂ נִּ ן הַ א מִ מָ לָ שְׁ  בִּ

כָּא; י אִ

Granted, in a divorce from marriag e , whether according  to the  one  who said the date is written because  of the concern of

one who marries his  s ister's  daug hter, there  is  a reason, and whether according  to the  one  who said it is because  of the

produce , there  is  a reason;

QU E ST IO N

י, ירֵ פֵּ וּם  שּׁ  ר מִ מַ אָ אן דְּ מַ לָּא לְ  כָּא, אֶ י חוֹתוֹ – אִ בַּת אֲ וּם  שּׁ  ר מִ מַ אָ אן דְּ מַ א לְ מָ לָ שְׁ  ין; בִּ ירוּסִ אֵ ן הָ לָּא מִ  אֶ

י?! ירֵ פֵּ ית לַהּ  י אִ ה מִ אֲרוּסָ

but in a divorce from betrothal; g ranted according  to the  one  who said it is because  of his  s ister's  daug hter, there  is  a

reason, but according  to the  one  who said it is because  of the  produce , does  a betrothed woman have  produce  that the

husband has a right to, that we should need a date to protect her rights?!

STATEMENT

יהוּ. אי נִ נָא מַ עְ דַ לָא יָ ד, וְ לָ נַת וָ קָּ תַּ וּם  שּׁ  ר מִ מַ אָ לָּא דְּ  עוּ יהּ דְּ נֵּ י ית מִ עִ מַ שְׁ א  תָ ילְּ א מִ ם: הָ רָ מְ ב עַ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rav Amram said: This  matter I heard from Ulla, who said that the date is written because  of the  benefit of the  child, and

I did not know what it is .

PR O O F

ט. ינוֹ גֵּ נָּה״, אֵ  שֶׁ  נָּה אֲגָרְ  סֶ נְ כְ אֶ שֶׁ  כְ י, לִ תִ אֲרוּסָ ט לַ בוּ גֵּ תְ כִּ ״ ר:  מֵ אוֹ יָא: הָ נְ תַ א דְּ הָ הּ לְ יתַ עִ מְ שַׁ  ן דְּ יוָ כֵּ

Once  I heard this  which is  taug ht in a Braisa: One  who says , "Write  a g et for my betrothed, so that when I marry her I

will divorce  her with it," it is  not a valid g et.

EXPLANAT IO N

. נָהּ בְ ם לִ דֵ הּ קוֹ טָּ י רוּ: גִּ יֹאמְ א  מָּ  שֶׁ ה  ירָ זֵ ם? גְּ עַ ה טַ לָּא: מָ  ר עוּ מַ אָ וְ

And Ulla said: What is  the  reason? It is a Rabbinic decree  le st people  say: Her g et preceded her son,  meaning she was

already divorced when she conceived her child, which would make the child a mamzer.

EXPLANAT IO N

. נָהּ בְ ם לִ דֵ הּ קוֹ טָּ י רוּ: גִּ יֹאמְ א  מָּ  שֶׁ ה  ירָ זֵ י – גְּ כָא נָמֵ הָ

Here  too, in the case of a betrothed woman, we require a date as a decree  le st they say: Her g et preceded her son,  if he

should marry her and she becomes pregnant before he divorces her.

R U L ING

ב: ר רַ מַ הֲבָה, אָ בַּר אַ א  דָּ ב אַ ר רַ מַ בָא, אָ נוּנָא סָ מְ ב הַ ר רַ מַ ילָא, אָ שֵׁ בַּר  בָּא   י אַ בִּ ר רַ מַ א, אָ ירָ י זֵ בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ

זָר. עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ רַ כְּ כָה  לָ הֲ



Rabbi Ze ira said that Rabbi Abba bar She ila said that Rav Hamnuna Sava said that Rav Adda bar Ahava said that Rav

said: The  halacha is  in accordance  with Rabbi Elazar that a get written on a blank form prepared in advance is invalid.

STATEMENT

י. ימֵ כִּ  חַ יָנָא דְּ זָר: טוּבְ עָ לְ י אֶ בִּ רַ יהּ דְּ לֵ ב עֲ י רַ רֵ קָ

Rav proclaimed about Rabbi Elazar: He  is  the  most praised of the  Sag es ,  since the halacha is like him.

QU E ST IO N

י?! רוֹת נָמֵ טָ שְׁ ר  אָ שְׁ  וּ בִּ ילּ פִ אֲ וַ

The Gemara asks: And is  it even in other documents  also  that Rabbi Elazar rules that they are invalid if written on pre-prepared

forms?!

O BJECT IO N

ת ימַ חֲתִ י אַ דִ הֲ י סָ דֵ הֲ יסָ לִ י דְּ מֵּ  קַּ בָה מִ כַּתְ י מִ י, דְּ ינֵ יָּ  דַ א דְּ תָּ  רְ שַּׁ   אי אַ בָא: הַ רָ יהּ דְּ מֵ שְּׁ   י מִ פִּ  פַּ ב  ר רַ מַ אָ הָ וְ

א! רָ יקְ שִׁ  כְּ י  זֵ יחְ י מִ כָא נָמֵ א, הָ רָ יקְ שִׁ  כְּ י  זֵ יחְ א מִ מָ לְ לָה; אַ סוּ פְּ יהוּ –  יְ דַ יְ

But did not Rav Pappi say in the  name  of Rava: This  authorization of judg es , which was  written before  the  witnesses

te stified on the ir s ig natures , is  invalid; because  it looks  like  a lie , here  too  in other documents it looks  like  a lie  if

written in advance!

R E SO LU T IO N

נוֹ לָהּ – מוֹ וּנְתָ פָּה, חֲתָ  שְׁ  אַ אוֹ בְּ צָ וּ מְ ילּ פִ יר: אֲ אִ י מֵ בִּ יָה רַ ר הָ מֵ ן, אוֹ מָ ב נַחְ ר רַ מַ אָ ן – דְּ מָ ב נַחְ רַ דְּ , מִ הּ יתַ לֵ וְ

ר. שֵׁ  כָּ

The Gemara answers: And this objection is  not so, from that of Rav Nachman – as  Rav Nachman said: Rabbi Meir used to

say: Even if he  found a blank form of a get in a dung hill, and he  s ig ned it and g ave  it to her, it is  kosher.

EXPLANAT IO N

ר אָ שְׁ  ל בִּ , אֲבָ הּ מָ שְׁ  יבָה לִ תִ כְּ ינַן  עֵ בָ ים, דְּ שִׁ י נָ טֵּ י גִ לָּא בְּ  יר אֶ אִ י מֵ בִּ רַ יהּ דְּ לֵ י עֲ יגִ לִ פְּ נַן לָא  בָּ  וּ רַ ילּ פִ אֲ וַ

רוֹת – לָא. טָ שְׁ

And even the  Rabbis  do not disag ree  with Rabbi Meir except reg arding  bills  of divorce  for women, where  we

require  writing  for her sake , but reg arding  other documents , they do not disagree, and pre-prepared forms are valid.

PR O O F

. דוֹ וּ בּ עְ שִׁ ל  חַ מְ בָר נִ כְּ  שֶׁ  , וֹ לֹוֶה בּ  זֵר וְ ינוֹ חוֹ עוֹ – אֵ רָ וֹ וּפְ לָּוָה בּ  שֶׁ ר  טָ שְׁ נָן:  חָ י יוֹ בִּ ר רַ מַ י, אָ סִּ י אַ בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ דְּ

As Rabbi Assi said that Rabbi Yochanan said: A document with which one  borrowed and repaid it, he  cannot g o back

and borrow with it ag ain, because  its  lien has  already been forg iven.

IN FER ENCE

ינַן. שִׁ י יְ א – לָא חָ רָ יקְ שִׁ וּם  שּׁ  ל מִ , אֲבָ דוֹ וּ בּ עְ שִׁ ל  חַ מְ נִ א דְּ מָ עְ טַ

The Gemara infers: The reason it is invalid is  because  its  lien has  been forg iven, but because  of a lie  of it being written

beforehand, we do not worry.



S U M M A RY

The Gemara resolves the contradiction in Rabbi Elazar's view by explaining that two Tannaim disagree on his opinion. It then

presents two main approaches to the Rabbinic ordinance allowing the tofes to be written in advance: Rabbi Shabbetai in the

name of Hizkiyya explains it according to Rabbi Meir as a measure to prevent marital quarrels, while Rav Hisda in the name

of Avimi suggests it was enacted to prevent women from becoming agunos. Finally, the Gemara discusses the absolute

requirement to include a date in a get, explaining how this applies to both married and betrothed women, and begins

analyzing Ulla's teaching regarding a husband who prepares a get for his betrothed to be used after their marriage.

ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

In our sugya, the Gemara explores the deep wisdom behind the Sages' rules for writing a get. Rav Hisda explains that

according to Rabbi Meir, a scribe cannot write the essential part of a divorce document in advance because of a profound

psychological insight: if a husband has a pre-written get sitting in his drawer, a sudden, heated argument could lead him to

rashly throw it to his wife in a moment of anger, destroying their home forever. By forcing him to wait, find a scribe, and have

the document written from scratch, the Sages built a mandatory cooling-off period into the law, giving him the time he needs

to calm down and reconsider.

This is a powerful lesson in how we must manage our own moments of anger and impulse. The Torah teaches us that human

emotions can flare up like a sudden fire. If the tools of destruction are too close at hand, whether it is a harsh word, an angry

email, or a rash decision, we are likely to use them in the heat of the moment and cause irreversible damage. True wisdom lies

in creating space between our emotional triggers and our actions, building a buffer zone that allows our yiras Shamayim and

intellect to regain control.

When you feel anger rising today, do not react immediately. Create a deliberate delay, wait a few hours, sleep on it, or step

out of the room, to give your mind the time it needs to calm down and choose peace over destruction.
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