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Mussar - Hebrew with Nikud and a Literal Translation
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This page teaches us a profound lesson from Kayin's story: when we feel our faces fall because someone else has a spiritual
advantage, it's not a holy jealousy to grow, but a selfish one that resents their greatness. Hashem warns us that if we don't
overcome this inner struggle, it can lead to terrible outcomes, even making us think our wrong actions are justified. The
yetzer hara is clever, especially with those on a higher madreiga, setting up 'kosher’ traps that seem right but are rooted in our
hidden biases.

Nikud and the literal translation are a learning aid prepared by the editor (Al-assisted, pending review), not the sefer’s own

vowelization.
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And Kayin asked, 'If so, everyone who finds me will kill me, because they will think that T ama deliberate transgressor,’
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And He said to him, 'T will place for you a sign," and concerning this Hashem had already permitted him at the very beginning of the
opening, "Why are your faces fallen?’
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If your jealousy is the jealousy of scribes, you should have elevated yourself from this jealousy,
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To pursue with joy after the spiritual rung to attain it, and if your face falls and you feel an attack, itis clear that your jealousy is over

what Hevel has as an advantage over you in the eyes of Hashem, and you do not feel your own deficiency at all,
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Rather, concerning that you are lesser in the eyes of Hashem than Hevel your brother,
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And you will not be able to tolerate that he should be greater than you,
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Therefore, I warn you, 'If you improve, bear up!’
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If you forgo your middos, you will rise above this nisayon, and no damage will come from you, not even a trifle.
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But if you do not do good, sin crouches at the entrance,
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The sin crouches for you, to make for you this opening,
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that it should appear proper in your eyes, and you should pursue this jealousy.
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And indeed, you have a great connection to this jealousy,
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For you are touching upon this, that the 'hevel' (vanity/breath) is greater than you, and therefore you have an attack from its loftiness,

and this is not 'kinas sofrim’ (the jealousy of scribes).
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Rather, it was jealousy of himself, that it pained you that you were less than Hevel your brother,
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And if you will not feel this touch, your end will be that it will bring you down until you kill Hevel, and you will even think that you

acted according to the law, because you will not feel the touch.
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From this, it is clear to us that whoever is greater than his fellow, his yetzer hara is greater than his (Sukkah 52b),
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to trap him with a kosher opening, and a person has the choice to feel the touch of his jealousy and to improve his deeds, both by

turning away fromevil and by doing good,
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Not to let himself fall into the grip of the touch of impurity that will cause his face to fall and he will despair of all avodah.
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A person must find the kosher opening, and this is a harder avodah than the first, as was explained above.
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For to feel the opening is fit for deficiency,
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He will not be able from the side of recognition, but rather from the side of his pure will,
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Because he desires the truth without any personal bias.
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And concerning this error, Chazal testified to us in their statement: Zunin said to Rabbi Akiva: My heart and your heart know that
there is no substance in avodah zarah, yet we see men who go when they are broken and come back when they are mended (Rashi
explains, and this is his wording: Lame people who go to avodah zarah, whose limbs were dislocated due to their illness, and they

return with mended limbs).
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Therefore, he will answer him:
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And because this fool acted improperly, shall we lose our oath,
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And this is what Rabbi Yochanan said: 'and severe and faithful illnesses' (Devarim 28),
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They are evil in their mission, but faithful to their oath (Avodah Zarah 55a).
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Its explanation is that the punishments of a king of flesh and blood are not similar to the Kingship of Heaven,
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in its quantity and its quality, for in an carthly kingdom if they limit this punishment for this sin,
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We cannot ask why this amount specifically, and not less and not more,
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For this is impossible, that the punishment should be weighed against the sin with precise weighing,
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Because there is not in human intellect to weigh the quantity and quality of the sin, and the quantity and quality of the punishment,
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Rather, it was given and engraved according to the estimation that this punishment will limit and define for the sinner, so that he will

not quickly return to his folly a second time.
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Chas v'shalom, that He gave substance to avodah zarah in order to mislead people with them.
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For in truth, there is no substance to idolatry.
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Rather, the intention is that indeed the Creator could have brought about that he would not enter, at the moment before the last
moment, a house of idolatry, or to have brought about from the Six Days of Creation that the last moment would be before his entry
into idolatry. And concerning this, he answered that therefore He conducts Himself in this manner, so that there will be room for

error, that he might think that the idolatry healed him,
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And he had the choice to entrust his healing to the decree of Hashem and to wait for the decree to end,
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And then it would become clear to him that they are faithful to their oath,
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Rather, the turmoil of his soul to prioritize what is after the Creator, the moment was pressing him, and he could not conquer his

yetzer hara, and he ran to a house of avodah zarah,
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If he is such a person, He gives him room to err, that he should think that the avodah zarah truly healed him,
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And there is literally night within it, and therefore "the righteous will walk in them and the transgressors will stumble in them’

(Hoshea 14:4).
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For according to the truth, there is no substance in avodah zarah, and the sufferings are faithful in their oath, and everything depends

only on a person's choice.
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The tzaddik who believes in Hashem does not turn to anything else, and he waits until the decree is finished, and afterwards this is

confirmed for him through his senses,
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And the wicked person who cannot wait will run to a house of idolatry, and if they give hima place to err, he will stumble in it.
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It turns out that from this very place of error, the tzaddik is built up fromt, and the rasha will be trapped by it.
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And also to justify the yetzer hara's source, to mislead him with an even more subtle error, like with Kayin's 'kosher opening' and

similar cases.
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And permission is given to people to clarify also the place of error and to overcome it.
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And this choice, to be attentive to one's ways so that he not err even in a place of error,
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It is much harder than choosing the good in general,
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Until even the people lofty in stature were not saved from this.
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Among the tribes of Hashem, we find that they suspected Yosef of something that had no substance,
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And through this, they made a falsified will,
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They listened to judge his conduct towards you for bad two times,
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As is explained in the Midrash (Bereishis Rabbah Parsha 100) regarding 'And Yosef returned to Mitzrayim, etc.’ (Bereishis 50:14),

Rabbi Levi said that he did not invite them to a meal,
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Rabbi Tanchuma said: He intended only for the sake of Heaven,
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He said, 'In the past, my father would seat me above Yehudah, who is a king,’
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And higher than Reuven, who is a firstborn,
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Now it is not proper that I should sit above them,
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And they did not say so, except, 'Perhaps Yosef will hate us' (there).
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Rebbi Yitzchak said, he went and peered into that pit.
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Rabbi Tanchuma said: He intended only for the sake of Heaven,
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And they did not say so, rather, "Perhaps Yosef will hate us” (there) (and it explains there in the Mikraos Gedolos, and this is its

wording:
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rather, for the sake of Heaven, to make a bracha, 'Blessed is He Who performed a miracle for me in this place,” until here).
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Behold for us, even though the Torah testified about Yosef HaTzaddik,
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For when Yosef saw his brothers, he remembered the dreams that he had dreamed about them (Bereishis 42:9),
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And it is not written that he remembered what his brother had done to him,
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From this we hear how high was Yosef's madreiga in rectifying his middos, to the extent that he did not remember even in his thought

all the adventures his brothers did to him, and he was utterly far from any impression of a desire for revenge,
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Nevertheless, his brothers suspected him that he wanted to take revenge on them, until they were forced to make a forged will,

P T D717 K3 MOR2 TR

And how, truly, did this suspicion come to them?
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And how did this aveirah enter among them?
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This is the matter that we said, that room was given to err and even the elevated ones could err in it
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Rather, the free choice exists, for they could have found the primordial touch that was hidden in their conscience, for that touch was

also a cause for their hatred of him and for their selling him to Mitzrayim,
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Itisa touch of a striped tunic,
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The most subtle of subtleties, which was not known to her at first,
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As explained by Chazal:
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For because of the value of two sela'im of fine wool that Yaakov gave to Yosef more than his other sons, his brothers became jealous of

him (Shabbos 10a).
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And were it not for the personal involvement, they would now see the precise judgment,
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or that they would judge him favorably,
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Rather, what their eyes saw distorted their gaze, and they suspected him of some thing that was not in him,
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But that the Creator, blessed be He, Hashem, is able to cause that they should not go on this path where the pit is found,
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Or in another way: and also that his father would command them before his death that he should sit even after his father's death at the

head of his brothers, and there would be no room for error here.
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And the answer to this, as our Sages of blessed memory said above, is "that they were smooth with words" (they spoke deceptively).
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And this means, that He left them to err, and one who wants can err, and one who has no personal interest to err does not err (and

see Yevamos 65b).
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It is permitted for a person to alter [the truth] for the sake of peace, as it is stated, “Your father commanded, etc., ‘So shall you say to
Yosef, etc.”” (Bereishis 50).
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Rebbi Nasan said, 'A mitzvah for one who has died").
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And so too, regarding the Meraglim, we find that they spoke lashon hara about the Land, and they discouraged the heart of the

people from going to war with them.
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From where did this sin come to them?
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Did they not go out from Mitzrayim and see the miracles of Krias Yam Suf and the war with Amalek,
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And they recognized that everything before Him, blessed be His Name, is as nothing, so how could they now say, "However, the
people are strong" (Bamidbar 13:28)?
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And furthermore, how did they say about the land, 'for it is a land that consumes its inhabitants' (there, Bamidbar 13:32), because

they are all occupied with burying the dead.
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Didn't Chazal say, the Holy One, blessed be He, said, "I considered it for good, that wherever it reaches,”

What was their darkness, so that they would be driven away and not be asked about afterwards (Sotah 35),
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And how did they not understand this?
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Indeed, even here Hashem could have arranged that the inhabitants of the land would not sense the spies in a different way,
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that they will achieve salvation and there will be no room for them to err,
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Rather, for this reason the Creator decreed the salvation in this manner,
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so that there should also be room to err, and the righteous will walk in them, and the unrighteous will stumble in them,
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And therefore, the Meraglim, who had a personal interest to err and to attribute the deficiency to the Land,
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for it is a land that consumes its inhabitants,
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As explained by Chazal, that they would see that if they would enter the Land, they would be removed from their leadership

positions,
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Therefore they erred, and immediately when they saw everyone occupied with burying the dead, it decided for them that the

deficiency is from the earth.
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And even when they saw the giants, they erred regarding their strength,
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For to conquer these people according to the way of nature cannot be in reality, if not through the way of a miracle.
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And it is explained in the Ramban that they said that we are not worthy of miracles, therefore they said, "But then the people,” and

we are not worthy of a miracle.
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In Mitzrayim we were on a high madreiga, and now we are not worthy of this.

......

And Yehoshua and Calev, who were pure from this touch (of self-interest),
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They did not err in the two places of error,
SRR IRANT TY L7277
And on the contrary, they were further strengthened by this,
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For they saw Hashem's salvation, to trouble them all with burying the dead in order to save them, they inferred from this that the

Creator watches over them and saves them.
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And therefore, even when they saw the giants, they were not at all moved by this,
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For they knew that before Him they are as nothing, and from the recognition of Hashgacha (Divine Providence) they reasoned that

they too are worthy of a miracle.
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And indeed, regarding this matter, whether it is fitting or not fitting, this is not a doubt of halacha,
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Rather, it depends according to the person's madreiga,
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As the verse states: 'Hashem is your shadow upon your right hand’ (Tehillim 121).
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What is this shadow? If you show it a hand, it also shows you a hand.
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And if you show hima finger, he too shows you a finger,
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At the time a person agrees in his mind that he is worthy of a nisayon, and does not turn his mind at all to another side,
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This very thing is what causes him to be worthy, and if he becomes weak in his mind and fears that perhaps he is not worthy, this very

thing is what causes him not to be worthy.
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And therefore Yehoshua and Calev, who were not personally invested in entering the Land, and they saw the reality that the Land

was good and they were worthy of miracles, therefore they did not err at all in the matter.
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And the Meraglim, who were involved in this,
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And the touch worked upon them to make them fear, perhaps they are not worthy,
,0°D17 O™IRT 1770 XPW naNa 07130 K93 I
This very thing is truly the cause that they are not worthy of miracles,
Y27 1257 K2 M7 DY 1Y 0798 NN
And truly, by them, 'this nation is mighty,” and they will not be able to conquer them,
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Rather, the demand upon them s,
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that they should have felt the touch,
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And their entire claim is vanity and falsehood, and only the spirit of personal interest speaks within them,
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For then they would have ascended from this place of error, but now, because they did not sense it, they erred in this place of error

and, furthermore, fell from their spiritual level.

WHAT TO TAKE FROM IT

We must constantly examine our hearts to uncover the subtle biases, the 'negiya’, that can twist our perception and lead us
astray, even in seemingly 'kosher’ situations. Like Yosef's brothers or the Meraglim, we can misinterpret events if we don't
recognize our own hidden agendas. Let's strive for pure intention, trusting in Hashem's hashgacha and our own worthiness

for miracles, rather than letting fear or jealousy dictate our actions and lead us into error.
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