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Mussar - Hebrew with Nikud and a Literal Translation
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This page begins by explaining that the one who doesn't even know what to ask is in the worst spiritual state, like a foolish
person who misses out on everything because he's focused on trivialities. It then transitions to a profound chiddush from
Chazal: what we perceive as 'nature’ is actually a constant miracle, and what we call 'miracles’ are truly the natural order for
those who cling to Hashem. The core lesson is that everything exists only by Hashem's decree, and this decree is conditional
on our avodah.

Nikud and the literal translation are a learning aid prepared by the editor (Al-assisted, pending review), not the sefer’s own

vowelization.
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And for one who does not know how to ask, you open for him.
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The one who does not know how to ask is worse than all of them.
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The wicked person does not want the neshama at all,
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And there he errs in the means of clarifying the midos,
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And one who does not know how to ask, knows nothing at all about the fulfillment of the Torah.
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Like the well-known parable where two people argued in a din (judgment) about the adornment.
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This one said that the halacha is with the Taz, that the adornment of the cup is thus, and this one said that the halacha is with the

Magen Avraham, that the adornment of the cup is thus.
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And another man sat there, and he said in this language:
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And I say that the judgment is with one who holds that the adornment is only within him, and not that it should be full over all its
banks.
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And they asked him, 'From where do you know?'
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Answer with complete simplicity:
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Certainly so.
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For if it will be full to all its banks, it will spill from it onto his clothes and become a stain upon them.
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This person is in the category of one who does not know how to ask.
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he knows nothing at all what Torah s,
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What is avodah? What is 'lishmah' (for its own sake)?
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And what is the clarification of character traits? Rather, he is zealous only about the mixture in his garment, and all his actions are

like a golem.
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To this person, you need to open up to himand explain to him that Hashem took us out from Mitzrayim and gave us the Torah,
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And to open his mind so that he should know to critique his life, in what world he is found, and after what he pursues,
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And how his life is like the well-known parable,
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that one dog had one wedding inside the city,
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And a second wedding outside the city, and he wanted to enjoy from both of them.
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He made an accounting for himself thus:
;03122 ANIR TR K21 A7 21N 2171 ° 72 7 W Py 7inaw nannn
The wedding that is within the city, I have it in my hand, and I am close to it, and I will not lose anything of it,
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And the wedding that is outside the city, I am far from it and I might lose it,
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I will do so:
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I will go first to the distant wedding and grab there, and the nearby one I will not delay, and he did not feel his foolishness.
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For if he goes outside the city, Plonis will be the close one, and inside the city, the distant one.
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He went outside the city, when he arrived there, one of the appointed times had already passed.
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He went back to the city; before he even arrived, the wedding was already over, and he was left bald from here and bald from here.
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Soit is in his world:
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He wants to swallow all the money and the honor, and he wants to dance at all the weddings,

42 PRW P 780 1Y 10K 17 U

And what he has, he does not want, and he wants only what he does not have,
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And what he does not have, he does not attain, and in the interim, he loses what he does have.
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If he merits, you should explain to him until he begins to see with his own eyes and hear with his own ears what to distance himself

from and what to draw close to.

AVl

Chapter 6.
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It is accustomed in a person’s mind to judge a thing that is always in existence, and there was never a time that its existence was

lacking, to consider it as nature,
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he does not wonder about this matter at all,
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Asif he had an awareness and a necessity that this matter is obligated to be so.
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And on the contrary, all the difficulty and wonder was at the time it was conceived that the thing would fundamentally cease to be

and disappear from its existence.
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And the matter that occurs by way of chance, and he sees it as a new thing, that yesterday it was not so,
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And it is not so well known, he judges it as a miracle.
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For according to his recognition, the matter is prevented from being, and its existence is built only from the negation of nature,
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and the absence of obligation, and why was the matter so,
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To this, he too will respond.
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And our comprehension does not necessitate this, and it is included in "the ultimate knowledge is that we do not know.’
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For example, the persistence of the earth, suspended and existing,
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it will not arouse any wonder concerning a person's mind and his recognition,
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And never did a person stop himself while walking on the earth to stand and wonder how this sphere stands,
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And upon what does this thing exist, and never did it enter a person's mind to fear perhaps the earth will fall,
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And perhaps this entire connected sphere will be shaken?
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This is not difficult for himat all.
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The persistence of its existence removes from it the question of the habit of the senses,
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He carries into his mind a complete decision that this is how the matter is obligated to be, and from where will the change be born?
TR MR APRY NingInnmn f2¥N NI NN 7Y
And this knowledge, for him, is among the well-known truths that do not require proof.
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The past is a conclusive proof that decrees concerning the matter that you are obligated to fulfill and to stand firm in the present and

in the future.
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And one thing I know, that it is nature, and such is the nature of the matter.
Yav 11 19 NN 9KYA *2)
And if you ask him, "What is nature?’
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What is its essence? Truly, he does not know what is understood by him after the word 'nature’,
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And for what reason does He sustain him still,
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He shows favor to his old habit, not to rebel against it, to break his imagined decisions that come from his external senses, which do

not delve deeply into the essence of the matter, for they see the appearance and are satisfied with that alone,
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And upon the foundation of the senses, man built the structure of nature and its existence,
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without seeking what is the nature and what is the power that is created for him,

And for the miracles and wonders that have passed over us from the day we became Hashem's nation until now,
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Because their existence is by way of happenstance and occurrence,
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He calls these matters miracles, like exceptions to nature,
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and they crossed the boundaries of understanding, and he sees them as if they plundered the dominion of nature,
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and they rebelled against His Kingship, and he does not understand at all the way of their existence,
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And it is far that all of themare fromit, and he wonders about them greatly,
Dot MY Yaui 71700 DY 71 200 N30 DI RinY 9210 XD
And he will not be able to find any reason that would obligate this according to the way of nature and the decree of the intellect.
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And so too, regarding the continuity of a person's life, a person does not ponder or doubt it at all, how its continuity and existence

can be conceived, even if, chalila, death suddenly snatches a person after the health of the body and the joy of the soul.
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About this, a person will be amazed and astonished at this sight, and he will ask questions and wonders.
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And indeed, we find that Chazal have a completely different path in this matter.
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They saw all these matters reversed from one extreme to the other.
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Their judgment on all wonders and habitual occurrences was as if completely new, and their perspective on all ways of nature and
ways of miracles was with a more inner gaze, and they brought forth the true decision in these matters, from which the judgment

appears to be reversed,
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For nature is the miracle, and the miracle is nature.
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The earth, which the senses judge to be nature,
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They truly said about him that he 'hangs the earth on nothingness,’ (Iyov 26:7)
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Upon nothing, and only their son stands.
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There is nothing here that will support the sphere, and there is no foundation here whatsoever upon which this entire earth will be

established.
?MI 7227 1377 22 1210 ,NpRa 10 oY)
And upon what, truly, does this entire weighty matter depend?
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Only through a miracle, through the decree of Hashem, that thus the Creator decreed upon him that he should rise, and therefore he

rises and stands.
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His entire existence and his downfall are not dependent on the essence of the ball, nor on anything else at all,
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And there is not within it and at its base any power, foundation, or support that will connect and bind all parts of the sphere, and

strengthen themand tie them together,
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And he should grasp for himself that he will rise and not fall.
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Rather, what is the power that connects and holds?
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Itis only the strength of Hashem.
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His word and His utterance, which He decreed that so it should be, and so it was.
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Itis a miracle, and nature is not found at all in reality.
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The miracle is the foundation, and the miracle is the strength,
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And the miracle is what sustains the entire matter and supports it so that it should not fall, and nothing is found there besides this.
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And a person cannot even dream or imagine that perhaps there is there,
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For there is nothing there, for He hangs the earth upon nothingness,
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Concerning nothingness and naught, concerning the complete negation of being.
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And what s all the 'yesh' (substance/being), and the 'bayis achiza' (grasping house/foundation), and the 'yesod' (foundation/root)?
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Itis only a decree of Hashem.
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And it is found from this, that nature is the miracle.
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And so too, if we look at a person's life, the essence of life is not something understood by a person, that he could dare to say before
it, 'Life is this," or 'Life is that.'
;0322 0717 70 Y7 23N 1PN a7 NNT T 13nn 2w nN® wiar K9y nTi qwN OTNT RPN

TT T

Rather, the person who admits and is not ashamed will say, "This comprehension has been completely taken away from me, and I

know nothing at all of the secret of life.'
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And I do not understand how a thing moves from this place to that place,
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for I do not see Him with my intellect,
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but only through the senses, and the senses do not see the essence of the movement and its nature, how an eye sees and how an ear

hears,
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And how do feet walk, and how does the brain recognize,
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For this is a secret to themand hidden from them,
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And this is included in the ultimate knowledge: that we do not know.
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And only what the senses see is the action of movement and the action of life,
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But the essences and the true natures and the powers are completely wondrous and hidden from them,
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And the intellect does not know the reality of movement and life except through the existing thing that the senses perceive.
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And it is found in truth, thatlife is also, and it is not within our grasp to understand this at all,
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And all the more so that sudden death, and even habitual death, is hidden from the eye of the intellect,
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what lives within him and what dies within him,
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what was in him before and what came out from him,
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For the senses do not see a difference between the living and the dead, and what has died within it,
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what was in him before and what came out from him,
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For the senses do not see a difference between the living and the inanimate, except for movement alone,

And this movement, they did not see it before and not afterwards,
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Rather, beforehand they saw the action, and afterwards, no,
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And because of what is the action now lacking,
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he does not know, and therefore the matter is a hidden and concealed secret,
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And no person knows what it is at all.
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Also he, and the intellect does not obligate so, and no wise man knows anything from him.
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And the opposite of this, the miracle, is nature, as it is written in the Torah, "One who guards a mitzvah will not know evil."
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If'a person observes a mitzvah, then he will not know any evil thing,
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For all the bad things and the harmful things will not be able to do him bad and to harm himat all,
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The waters will not sweep himaway, and the fire will not burn him, and the evil beast will not harm him,

And all of nature was nullified before him; on the contrary,
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that all of nature is for the one who observes a mitzvah,
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like the level of the servant to his master,
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that he will serve Him for himself, and submit to Him, and do everything that He decrees upon him to do,
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And because of what were all the forces of nature nullified for him,
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Because he observes a mitzvah, and even though a person does not see this cause as a natural cause,
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For according to an imaginary vision, what connection does this cause have to this effect? And is it because he observes a mitzvah that

nature will tremble before him, and all forces will be subservient to him, to do with them whatever his heart desires?
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This is no refutation at all.
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s it not so that everyone knows that a magnet draws iron to itself;
TIY0 NINY WIDT?1 PR TN TV ONY
And if one dares to cry out and deny this with an argument,
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Who said this, and how will he draw it,
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And why is he like this? Is he not a great fool?
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For things that are well-known do not require proof.
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Yes, truly, for one who guards a mitzvah will not know an evil thing; it is not a new thing, and not an incident of a miracle, rather this

miracle is nature itself.
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For this matter is very well known to us,
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For all true yirei Shamayim saw this with their senses and discerned this through nisayon,
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Just as we find concerning Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa, who took the arud (a venomous snake) upon his shoulders and carried it into
the Beis HaMidrash to teach a halacha publicly,
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For the arad (a type of snake) does not kill.
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And if the nature of the matter were not so, for the arad (serpent) has no power to kill except through the means of sin,
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And why did He not put to death Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa?
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It was a miracle then, and it is a negation of nature, and this thing does not continue to be,
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Rather, it is by way of happenstance, for to Rabbi Chanina a miracle occurred to him,
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For what reason did they bring him to the Beis HaMidrash? Was it to boast?
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And what judgment did he derive from this? That the arad (snake) does not kill, but rather the sin.
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Was it not a miracle? And according to nature, even the arad snake would kill one who observes a mitzvah as well.
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Rather, this is the matter that we said, that what appears to us as a miracle is in essence nature.
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For nature itself, what is it?
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Only the decree of Hashem, and without the decree it cannot exist at all,
;12 W2 Mwnn DY ND1 XN 0DX) X °D
for it is naught and nothingness, and there is no substance whatsoever in it,
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Rather, all this tangibility and all this existence that we see is only because thus the Creator decreed it to be, and it was so,
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And the decree was from the Six Days of Creation on this condition: that it will not harm one who fulfills His will,
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As it is written: "If not for My covenant day and night, the statutes of heaven and earth I would not have set."
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And therefore, in the place of the mitzvah, there the ancient decree is removed,
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And since the decree has departed, there is no nature here at all,
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And in the place of the sin, there the decree exists,
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And therefore, it is not the snake that kills, but rather the sin, that is what kills,
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And such is the nature of the matter.
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And so too with Rabbi Pinchas ben Yair, who went to fulfill the mitzvah of pidyon shvuyim (redeeming captives) and encountered a

river,
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He said to him, 'Divide, river!" And the river said to him, 'You are in doubt if you will fulfill the mitzvah, but I certainly fulfill the

decree of Hashem!'
A2V 22713 17 KR 102 InEn
And they were victorious through what he said to him, T decree upon you.'
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And with what did they merit victory?
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Itis only for the aforementioned foundation, that all the river's flow and its existence is only for the fulfillment of the Torah, as it says,

"If not for My covenant day and night, I would not have set the statutes of heaven and earth” (Yirmiyahu 33).
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And therefore, in the place of fulfilling the Torah, the decree of Hashem did not live,
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Therefore, you are compelled to separate for it,
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And my doubt is greater than your certainty,
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And your entire certain existence, it is because of my doubr,
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And not only in the place of fulfilling the Torah's positive and negative commandments,
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Also, because of the ways of peace, He decreed upon the river to divide,
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For even on behalf of the idol worshipper who went with him, he said to the river to split because of the reason,
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For this is what we do for the Bnei Levi, and it is for the sake of peace (Chullin 7a).
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See for us how great is the strength of one who observes a mitzvah, and even a mitzvah of 'ways of peace,’ that all of nature is
nullified for him,
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And from the Six Days of Creation, all of nature was built upon this condition: that it should be nullified and subservient to those who

do the will of the O mnipresent.
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And the Gemara (Kiddushin 39) raises a difficulty regarding sending away the mother bird from its nest, concerning which the Torah

said, "and you will lengthen your days,”
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If he fell from the roof, where is the length of this one's days?
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And carlier the Gemara asks, "Who will say that it was so? But one who guards a mitzvah, no!
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He will know an evil thing, but this thing will not be able to harm him in reality,
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And the Gemara is forced to say that they saw an incident that it was so,
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And afterwards the Gemara asks, perhaps he had a sinful thought,
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And therefore, the questioner asked that on this very point, the mitzvah needs to protect him, that he should not have sinful thoughts.
237197 ¥au NI ¥ 127 YT KD MY i v 11 TI0°2 0ORm 0Omna 17 102 TV THR 1K PRID

From this we see how much they were secure and strong in this principle, that 'one who keeps a mitzvah will not know an evil thing' is

a nature before all,
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And this is the true nature.
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And the nature that we call nature, for them it was a miracle and a false nature, until they were astonished at the deed, how he fell

from the roof and how he died from.
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This falling, is it not a falsehood that for one who keeps a mitzvah, the falling will harm him? For the true nature is the one who keeps

mitzvos, and this is our life.
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And these lives, the falling will not be able to harm,
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For what connection does this fall have to the life of Torah observance? And did the fall cause him to sin and turn away from the

Torah then?
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And since he did not turn away from the Torah, why did he die from the fall?
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For truly, the falling itself does not kill, rather the sin kills. And since he rose to fulfill the Torah, there is no sin here, rather he is

guarding the mitzvah.
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And one who guards a mitzvah will not know an evil thing,
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And how does he die?
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And even though Chazal said that 'the one destined to fall, falls' from the Six Days of Creation, and it turns out that the decree was

before the observance of the mitzvah, and if indeed 'one who observes a mitzvah will not know evil,’
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That s, that He should not decree upon him, at the time of fulfilling the mitzvah, a decree of death,
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and no harmful thing will harm him then,
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But one upon whom it was decreed before he dies, how will the fulfillment of this mitzvah nullify his prior decree?

T 03 YRy vHWH Do KW Ty PiT) 92 P2 MmN iY PW mdY ynwn '3 NoRY 10 NN
NPT P2y TR IPURII R NWWn 999 NW AX NiT 2010 v MURI2 R nwwn nmiTe
JPURII "R NYWR 7Y 30 AR 10 iKY vy 1377 mIna 2Y 1Tnen 18 My

Indeed, from the third question, it is implied that the power of one who observes a mitzvah is so great that even the ancient decree
from the Six Days of Creation cannot rule over him, for regarding this one who falls, even though he was destined to fall from the Six
Days of Creation, the Gemara challenges this, saying that the protection of the mitzvah should have protected him, to guard him from

the death decreed upon him from the Six Days of Creation.
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And the Gemara is forced to answer that perhaps he had a thought of avodah zarah, and it was not the fall that killed him, but rather
the thought caused him to fall and die, for regarding avodah zarah, the thought is joined to the deed.

WHAT TO TAKE FROM IT

‘We must open our eyes and minds to understand that our lives are not about chasing fleeting desires, but about recognizing
Hashem's constant presence and His Torah. Let's internalize that 'nature’ is really a continuous miracle, and fora Yid who
keeps mitzvos, miracles are the true 'nature,’ as all of creation is subservient to Hashem's will and His tzaddikim. Our avodah is
to live with this emunah, knowing that everything is only by Hashem's decree, and our connection to Him determines our

reality.
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