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Mussar - Hebrew with Nikud and a Literal Translation
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This page teaches us a profound lesson about the subtle yet dangerous power of '3’ - personal bias - which can distort our
entire Torah perspective, making us believe we are on the right path when in truth we are far from Hashem's will. It
emphasizes that our middos are interconnected like links in a chain, so a flaw in one can unravel everything, and similarly,
fixing one can uplift all.

Nikud and the literal translation are a learning aid prepared by the editor (Al-assisted, pending review), not the sefer’s own

vowelization.
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And regarding the second condition, Chazal commented in their statement, "Canaan, in his hand were scales of deceit,” that he

would sit and weigh if his daughter was fitting for Yitzchak or not.
121 Py 11 091y P 12N 20N Py
To toil he loved; the beloved of the world, that is Yitzchak, etc.
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And Reish Lakish [said]: "An accursed one does not cling to a blessed one' (in Bamidbar Rabbah there).
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And this indeed, which because of its great loftiness, was truly fitting for Yitzchak.
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And the proof is that after he heard his touch, he would go to the very end to acquire another woman,
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as explained and expounded in the Torah, and he was not lacking in chassidus,
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Rather, from the outset he was unwitting regarding this touch,
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And he forgot that from the perspective that he is a servant, this thing cannot be.
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And this is what the Midrash said: "Canaan, in his hand were scales of deceit,” for he was not lacking the proper scales,
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For in this his stature is great, that his scales should be of the type of Chassidus.
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And the proof is that after he felt the touch,
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He went to the very end to bring about with all his effort to fulfill as Avraham had told him. However, all the deficiency was from the

fact that the scales were scales of deceit,
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that the needle had a leaning to one side, and therefore he forgot that 'the cursed does not cling to the blessed.’
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And from this we have to understand how much a person needs to clarify his character traits, that all his consideration should be true

and precise,
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That the danger of touching is great, for it can steal from him the entire Torah.
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And even worse than this, that this theft will never be able to be known,
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Because just as the touch takes his Torah, so too it gives him another Torah,
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And he can live all the days of his life and not know that in truth he had another Torah, which his lesser will fabricated for him,
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And all that he held onto with firmness in his calculations, which were righteous according to his own understanding,
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he distanced himself exceedingly from the center of truth, which is the Torah of Hashem,
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And according to what is explained, that from the very essence of the intention of giving the Torah to man is to heal the character

traits of a person's soul,
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As they said, 'Ts there any jealousy in you?' and so on.
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It has also become clear that a person cannot just snatch from the Torah whatever comes into his hand,
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Justas a sick person cannot jump to a pharmacy to grab medicine and drink i,
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Rather, one needs to recognize his illness through an expert doctor,
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And only through him will he take the remedies according to his illness,
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S0 too, a person, he himself needs to be the doctor who recognizes his illness,
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and to take the remedy according to his illness,
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And if he takes the remedy not precisely according to his own illness, but according to his friend's illness,
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Not only will it not help, it will even harm him.
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For what is good for his friend, it is possible that for himself it is a deadly poison.
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And just as if one who is naturally inclined to seek out the faults of others takes the warning of 'bribe him" — it will yet be for him a

deadly poison,
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For according to his nature, one must take the 'honor him' before the 'suspect him'.
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And if the advocate takes, in his nature, only the warning of "honor him',
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Even from this he will not achieve a cure, rather he needs to take also the 'suspect hin,
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For if he lacks 'suspect him," he will also lack "honor him.'
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For sometimes it will seem to him that his open rebuke will not descend so much like poison into the heart of his friend.
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And this is because he does not see boundaries in his friend's perfection, and it seems to him that he is above the boundary and there

is no need to be careful with his honor,
ANTYnT i 100w "19n XM
And this is because he lacks the 'suspect him' (i.c., the ability to suspect himself).
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So too, in the entire Torah, each person needs, according to his nature and his character traits, to take the remedy,
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A person with ga'avah (haughtiness) despises shiflus (lowliness), and a shafal (lowly person) despises ga'avah in a place where it is
needed,
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And if he changes the manner of usage because of his character traits or because of his personal interests, it will be a Torah for him,
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But not his Torah that truly fits him.
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And if the seeker will ask, 'Is not the entire reason that a person needs to go to the extreme,’
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If he is suspicious to put the merit before the obligation,
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Because everything follows the first assumption, and 'the righteous is first in his claim' (Mishlei 18:17).
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And all the structures that he builds on this side are falsehood,
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Even when he stands himself at the edge and puts the merit before the debt, even then he will make this putting-first into an

assumption, and 'the first to plead his case seems right,’ (Mishlei 18:17)
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And he will never escape from falsehood and an unrighteous judgment,
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And this is not a good counsel.
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Indeed, this matter will be understood through a parable.
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For in war there are two paths,
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Ora defensive war, to strive to defend oneself so as not to allow that the enemy come into one's domain,
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If he is victorious, it is good; and if not, he has another way, with a sweeping war, to expel the enemy from within his domain,

outwards.
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And it is understood that the first path is more assured than the second,
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For in a defensive war, as long as one has not yet entered his territory,
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He surely has the fear, and also that in this way, immediately the strength of the people dwelling in their land is revealed to the

enemies, that they do not allow even a hair's breadth to enter,
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And this is exceedingly easy.
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Not so if the enemy has already entered and it is necessary for a war of sweeping force to expel them,
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The counterattack is harder than the defense, after one already needs to extract from under the hands of the enemies what they have

already conquered.
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S0 too, if the accuser, whose nature tends to see suspicion at first glance,
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If he does not arouse himself at the first glance to give precedence to the merit,
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Then the suspicion will come into his domain, and he will need a sweeping war to drive out the suspicion from his domain and to

bring in the merit,
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This is very difficult for him, because suspicion has already conquered his heart, and 'the first to plead his case seems just," (Mishlei
18:17)
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Not so if he brings the merit first, even if the suspicion then wants to drive away the prior merit and incline his heart to the side of
guilt, behold, the merit can then go out in a defensive war to protect, so that the suspicion will not overcome the prior merit because

of its nature and inclination,
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And this is not to say that even if the merit comes first, the suspicion will not be able to fight with the merit in a war of triumph,
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And the error will be on the other side.
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This is not so, that even if the merit precedes, there will be enough strength for the suspected one to state his opinion and not be

nullified before the merit,
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Because nature assists him, and regarding suspicion, even after giving the benefit of the doubt, it is like a defensive war,
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And so too with all character traits, a person needs to see to it that he does not open a door for them, and this will be easier for him

than if he opens a door,
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But he will drive it out afterwards, because the power of defense is easier than the power of offense,
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For at the time a person is compelled to a 'tenufah’ (a spiritual uplift, a wave offering of the soul),
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Most likely, the enemy has already entered his border,
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And after he has already entered, it will be difficult for him to save himself with a shield alone,
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For he will not be able to defend the truth after his intellect has already been distorted by his opening a door in his heart to incline it

towards a life of character traits,
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Rather, one must now go out in a war of vigorous effort,
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For the evil chases after himand is tied to him like a dog; and he needs to fight with it in a war of triumph,
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And the 'tenufah’ (waving offering) demands great strength.
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Not so if there is still the choice,
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And he never tried even once to allow the enemy to come into his boundary, and he did not open a door for him,
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Then he will easily be able to go out in a defensive war to protect himself, so that he will not lose even a hair's breadth.
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However, we need to learn how to go out in a defensive war; for the Torah is 'longer than the earth's measure and wider than the

sea’,
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And the middos (character traits) require so much tikkun (rectification) and uprightness,
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From where will he begin to fix, for everything needs fixing,
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And to begin everything at one time, he cannot.
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And if he cannot, he should come to the rectification by way of from the light to the heavy,
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So, there is no hope.
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Indeed, if we will yet contemplate all the midos, all of them,
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Itis found that every individual deficiency that stems from his character traits,
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it is truly not fitting to be called by the name 'a private deficiency’,
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Indeed, it is a general deficiency, because all the middos are dependent and intertwined, each one with its fellow, and its fellow

with its fellow,
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And if he stumbles in one of them, he will stumble in all of them,
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And it is found that a person cannot think about one detail,
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What is it to him if he lacks this detail,
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For if the individual were truly only an individual,
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Soitis not so difficult if one detail is missing,
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But in truth, this one detail will cause a breakdown in all the details entirely, and if he does not stand firm in a nisayon in one

middah, it will cause him not to stand firm in all the middos entirely.
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For immediately when one gives place to this middah, he will achieve through it a thirst in all the middos entirely,
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From this to this, and from this to this, so does the nisayon show the person who watches over himself,
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And it is possible that in this Shlomo HaMelech erred, in that he multiplied his wives,
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For he held that every middah is a thing unto itself, and one will not drag its fellow,
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Rather, if'a person stumbles in one detail,
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The stumbling block is nothing but a private stumbling block,
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And therefore he thought, 'T will multiply and not turn aside,’
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For regarding this particular detail, he was confident in himself that he would overcome his yetzer hara and it would not make any

impression upon him,
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And therefore he relied on his intellect and took,
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But afterwards it became clear that 'they swayed his heart’ (MelachimI 11),
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that this matter dragged on to create a deviation in the heart, because one middah affects all the middos,
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And it also touches upon even what will grow from this at the end of his years,
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for in his old age they swayed his heart,
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And it is clear that this was caused from the very beginning,
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And through this comparison, a person will find within himself, in a more prominent and more revealed way,
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so that no individual deficiency be found, which begins from the individual and ends at the individual,
0797 10 NP 220 120007 KoK
Rather, the beginning can be from the particular,
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But the completion is in the entire general principle, all of it.
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And therefore we find many people, that if we ask them who caused all their spiritual state to be destroyed, they will tell us that

everything depends on one detail from which it is difficult to separate.
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And it is the primary middah for all the middos entirely.
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And at the time he will think about rectifying his situation,
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Immediately this detail will fall into his thought, and because of it he despairs of all the parts entirely,

For he knows within himself that even if he agrees to a hundred agreements concerning all the obstacles, all of them,
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But if this part becomes flawed, ultimately this part will cause all the other parts to be destroyed completely,
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Because all the middos are intertwined, one with the other, like links in a chain, and when the first link falls, all the links will fall

entirely,
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Justas if a person buys a fancy hat for his head, this detail will demand of him that he also buy nice clothes, and afterwards it will drag

him to buy better shoes,
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And afterwards, it will drag him to buy a clock,
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And afterwards, it will drag him to learn from their ways,
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And this will cause him to separate from his past,
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until he can remain stripped of the entire Torah.
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And itis found that all the middos, all of them, they cause one another and are caused by one another,
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And a person cannot, because of this, give up even one part,
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Not only because of the loss of one's portion,
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Rather, because of the loss of the entire collective,
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And once a person finds this feeling within himself,
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He will also open for himself a 'door of hope' (Hoshea 2:17) through the path of tikkun (rectification/improvement),
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For just as a hairsbreadth of one middah can corrupt all the middos entirely.
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So too, on the other side, if a person rectifies even one hairsbreadth,
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This rectification proceeds through all the middos, all of them,
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that in all of them he will guard according to the measure of this rectification,
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And he does not need to begin from all the middos entirely,
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Rather, one needs to learn so that he should be able to do one action that will be good in all the parts that are in it,
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And this will bring about for him that he will be able to do so with all of them.

WHAT TO TAKE FROM IT

We must constantly examine our middos with utmost honesty, like a skilled doctor diagnosing an illness, to ensure our spiritual
'medicine’ is truly for us and not a "poison.’ It's easier to prevent a negative middah fromentering our hearts than to expel it
once it has taken root, so we should always strive for 17 NIAMPN’ - defensive warfare - in our avodah. Remember, even a

small improvement in one middah can positively impact all others, giving us hope and a clear path for growth.
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