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Nikud and the literal translation are a learning aid prepared by the editor (Al-assisted, pending review), not the sefer’s own

vowelization.
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However, it is necessary to understand the reason for these matters, that a person, even though he knows everything and recognizes

everything,
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And despite all this, after all the reckonings, he finds himself like the "bank”,
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that it will sometimes happen that after all the precise calculations, money will be missing from the till,
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That one must wonder, who is this thief, and from where did this deficiency come?
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So the seeker asks himself, even after clarifying the middos and recognizing the path of how to act, "Who steals the deed from him?’
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Indeed, we can understand all this according to a proper illustration,
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If we ask one content, how great is the star,
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He will answer according to calculation that it is many, many times greater than the carth,
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And there are stars so very large that the entire Earth, compared to them, is exceedingly small in value,
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And his reckoning is precise, and one may not budge fromit even a hair's breadth,
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And despite all this, if we would ask him afterwards,
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But say, how much do you perceive with your senses the greatness of the star,
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And even though with your mind's eye you see the greatness of the star so much so that the sphere of the earth is of small value

compared to the star,
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But how does it appear to you, in your sense-perception, from the greatness of the star?
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He will answer us that, in truth, all the greatness of the star, in the eye of his sense, it is small like a small coin.
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So it is with this matter:

;02197 227 NN 7721 NI 7AX 792 OIND NN XY O

TT T

If we ask a person, "How much do you see and recognize the vanity of the world,’
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And how much do you know the virtues of the Torah,
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He will answer us according to his mind's reckoning that the world is utter vanity,
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For what difference does it make, if he lives like this or if he lives like that.
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On the contrary, he recognizes the world's deficiency, that it can harmeven a single strand of hair,
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And the world only takes froma person and gives him nothing,
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If he pursues to be greater than his friends and to rule over them,
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Time will turn over upon him and roll him,
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who will be less than them, and he recognizes how the middos take revenge from him for all his will,
MBI NN 7B RIM 72 1% NI

He wants it this way, but he achieves the opposite.

He returns to being appeased and finding favor in the eyes of the masses, and on the contrary, people flee from him and are not

satisfied with him.
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And also in the Torah, he has a great aspect, how the Torah gives to a person,
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that whatever he gives up and relinquishes, the Torah will repay him double and redouble,
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and it gives him a new heart, and he feels with a strong feeling that at that very time when he breaks his middos, a source of life has

opened for him,
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And his talents begin to develop more and more,
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Until he feels a great and very pleasant taste in every breaking of his middos.
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And the sum of this is that the world is like a garlic peel,
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In contrast to the Torah, which is high above high,
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And the person who is impressed by the ways of nature will skip over all the branches and remain bald from here and from here.
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And one who dedicates himself to Torah completely, will stand strong on one level, and his path will be going and illuminating, until

the day is established.
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This one has no path and has no life, and this one has a path and has life.
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For he, besides that he rectifies his character traits and educates himself that all his actions should be for the sake of Heaven.
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He has a spirit of life, and it is evident about him that he is alive and happy,
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And he will transgress the middos and admit his deficiency, and speak against kings and not be ashamed,
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and he feels that the main part of his vitality is the breaking of his middos,
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And one who is not complete, and his recognition is greater than the deed he does,
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If we encounter himat every step full of criticism,
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whose action contradicts his word, he wants to elevate himself in his awareness,
JTIP20 NoR 2197 Aiox
And in the end, he will fall under criticism,
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And one who truly desires to reach perfection will not be overwhelmed by all this,
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He desires to know his lack, and he pursues completing his deed to his recognition, and he feels in the depth of his soul that the Torah

is the great happiness that it is possible to reach in life,
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And he came to the conclusion that the world, compared to the Torah, is like the earth compared to the largest star.
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However, like the content, which proves definitively,
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According to the calculations that the quantity of the star is many times greater than the quantity of the earth,
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Nevertheless, it is common in his language, when he wants to give a measure of greatness,
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In which clump, will he exaggerate and say that it is as big as the earth,
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that this is for him the truth, the greatest measure,
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And he should not say that he is as great as a star,
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Because in his perception, the image of the star is small compared to the earth,
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And man measures according to the judgments of the senses,
22t T3 Nanw Y 7w Dipna 03
Even in a place where he knows that it is against the intellect.
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So too, a person recognizes the world as if it is everything, and the Torah as if it is everything, according to his intellectual

perspective.
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But if we ask him, 'How do you feel in your senses,’
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How great is the world's lowliness to you, in your perception,
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Will he not answer us that, in actual experience, the matter will be reversed, that the Torah will appear as a tiny dot,
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And the world is a wide and deep place,
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For according to his senses, the world is greater than what appears to him through his intellectual recognition, and he turns over in his

mind, perhaps if he pursues, he will attain,
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And perhaps he will err if he does not pursue money and honor,
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And even though his recognition is clear and true,
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Behold, despite all this, everything depends on the recognition of his feeling,
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And since his sense shows him that it is impossible to abandon the delights of the world, and that in this way he will not be able to

resolve his life's questions,
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Behold, he will become confused at the beginning of his ascent in the levels of Torah,
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And it was done a year, and he explained regarding the loftiness of the middos and pure avodah,
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And what is the counsel for this, that a person needs to toil much to achieve a sensory recognition, until he will be able to see all
matters of Torah according to what they truly are, the absolute good, upon which a person can rely in his path like one walking on an

iron bridge,
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And he should completely surrender himself to everything the Torah chooses for him,
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that through sensory recognition he will be able to reach upward,
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a higher level, and in contrast to what will become clear regarding the lowliness of natural life and the vanities of this world for a
person, from this he will rise to recognize with a felt sense the greatness of perfection and pure avodah, for this is the whole person,

both in body and in spirit,
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and no worldly touch will nourish him, and he will live a life of perfection with the tranquility of his soul, without any confusion

whatsoever,
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And it will come up in his hand to establish his deeds and his ways according to their saying, may their memory be for a blessing,

And all your deeds should be for the sake of Heaven, and as it says here, 'In all your ways, know Him."
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An essay on the paths of teshuvah.
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Therefore, the masters will say, 'Come, let us reckon,’ etc.
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The rulers, these are those who rule over their yetzer.
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Come, let us reckon; come, let us consider the world's account: the loss of a mitzvah against its reward, and the reward of a

transgression against its loss.
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(Bava Basra 78).
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If we contemplate all types of reckoning that are practiced in the world, we will find that a person can make a calculation without

any error at all.
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Behold, in monetary matters we see that the entire beginning of the business, its middle, and its end will be completed only through

true accounting, and were it to be imagined that the calculator would add even one zero,
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And even though the born thing, in and of itself; is worth nothing,
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But if he connects it to a number, how many, many times will the number grow,
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Until if one connects it to a number of thousands, a great damage will come out from this.
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And even though there is great danger in error — whether in excess or in deficiency,
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For even if one single null is subtracted,
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he will lose much money, nevertheless, the entire matter of the business will be completed only through the reckoning, and everyone

is confident in it and devoted to it,

DIYY DI 292 PN 11awn nivy? oeg 9102 v 1y

TT T

Because a person is able to make an exact calculation without any error,
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Therefore, in every matter and endeavor that he engages in,
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The accounting will guide him, and he gives and takes according to it, and he conducts all his affairs according to a straight and

correct accounting.
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And so too in matters of medicine, we find that a person can make a calculation of measurement,
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to measure the warmth of the sick person,
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And even though there the danger is more immense if he errs in the measurement,

AN N3TTR 7997 "D AP0NA T20RT 2

For the illness will change according to the number of the level of warmth,
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And also the cure will change, with what to heal him, with warmth or with coolness,
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Nevertheless, all matters of healing will be completed only through the calculation of measurement,
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— Because there a person can measure the warmth as it is, without any error of less or more,
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And he will complete the healing through it.
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