
ה נָ שְׁ  מִ  ·  P I R K E I  A V O S

ן וֹ אשׁ ק רִ רֶ פֶּ בוֹת ·  כֶת אָ סֶּ  מַ
Learned like the daf, the literal words in bold, flowing with the elucidation

C HA P T E R  P R E V IE W

We begin our learning of Pirkei Avos by establishing the golden chain of the mesorah, tracing how Moshe Rabbeinu received

the Torah at Sinai and passed it down through the generations. This holy transmission went from Yehoshua to the elders, the

prophets, and the Men of the Great Assembly, showing us that our oral tradition is unbroken and divine. From there, the

chapter introduces the early pairs of Sages, the Zugos, who carried the torch of Torah with immense holiness.

As we delve into their teachings, we find fundamental guidance for our daily avodah and yiras Shamayim. The Sages guide

us on how to build a home of Torah, how to conduct ourselves in judgment, how to treat our fellow Jews with warmth, and

how to guard our speech. We are introduced to the timeless wisdom of Hillel and Shammai, who teach us the path of peace,

diligence in learning, and serving Hashem with absolute sincerity.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

נָה א שְׁ  מִ Mishna 1 · The Chain of Torah Transmission and the Three Directives of the Great Assembly

י, ינַ סִּ ה מִ וֹרָ ל תּ בֵּ  ה קִ שֶׁ מ

Moshe  rece ived Torah from Sinai,  directly from Hashem,

, עַ שֻׁ  יהוֹ הּ לִ רָ סָ וּמְ

and he  transmitted it to Yehoshua,  his faithful disciple,

ים, נִ קֵ זְ עַ לִ שֻׁ  יהוֹ וִ

and Yehoshua transmitted it to the  e lders  who succeeded him,

ים, יאִ נְבִ ים לִ נִ קֵ וּזְ

and the  e lders  transmitted it to the  prophets ,

לָה. דוֹ גְּ ת הַ נֶסֶ י כְ שֵׁ  נְ אַ רוּהָ לְ סָ ים מְ יאִ וּנְבִ

and the  prophets  transmitted it to the  Men of the  Great Assembly.

ים, בָרִ ה דְ שָׁ ל שְׁ רוּ  מְ ם אָ הֵ

They said three  thing s  as guiding principles for the leaders of the generation:

ין, דִּ בַּ ים  תוּנִ הֱווּ מְ

Be  de liberate  in judg ment,  taking your time to analyze the case carefully,



בֵּה,  רְ ים הַ ידִ מִ לְ ידוּ תַ מִ עֲ הַ וְ

and e stablish many disciple s ,  teaching Torah to all who wish to learn,

ה: וֹרָ יָג לַתּ וּ סְ שׂ עֲ וַ

and make  a fence  for the  Torah to protect its sacred mitzvos from being violated.

נָה ב שְׁ  מִ Mishna 2 · The Three Pillars Upon Which the World Stands

לָה. דוֹ גְּ ת הַ נֶסֶ י כְ יָרֵ שְּׁ   יָה מִ יק הָ דִּ צַּ ן הַ עוֹ מְ שִׁ

Shimon the  Rig hteous was  from the  remnants  of the  Great Assembly,  the Anshei Knesses HaGedolah.

ר, מֵ יָה אוֹ הוּא הָ

He would constantly say:

ד, מֵ לָם עוֹ עוֹ ים הָ בָרִ ה דְ שָׁ ל שְׁ ל  עַ

On three  thing s  the  world stands  and is sustained:

ה וֹרָ תּ ל הַ עַ

on the  Torah,  which we must study and keep,

ה דָ עֲבוֹ ל הָ עַ וְ

and on the  Temple service ,  which brings us close to Hashem,

ים: דִ סָ ילוּת חֲ מִ ל גְּ עַ וְ

and on acts  of kindness  that we perform for one another.

נָה ג שְׁ  מִ Mishna 3 · Serving Hashem Out of Love and the Fear of Heaven

יק. דִּ צַּ ן הַ עוֹ מְ שִּׁ   ל מִ בֵּ  כוֹ קִ ישׁ סוֹ נוֹס אִ יגְ טִ נְ אַ

Antig onus, a man of Socho, rece ived the Torah tradition from Shimon the  Rig hteous.

ר, מֵ יָה אוֹ הוּא הָ

He would constantly say to his talmidim:

ס, רָ פְּ ל  בֵּ  קַ נָת לְ ל מְ ב עַ רַ ת הָ ין אֶ שִׁ  מְּ שַׁ  מְ ים הַ דִ עֲבָ יוּ כַ הְ ל תִּ אַ

Do not be  like  servants  who serve  the  master on condition to rece ive  a reward, for that is serving out of self-interest;

ס, רָ פְּ ל  בֵּ  קַ נָת לְ ל מְ לֹּא עַ  שֶׁ ב  רַ ת הָ ין אֶ שִׁ  מְּ שַׁ  מְ ים הַ דִ עֲבָ לָּא הֱווּ כַ  אֶ



but rather, be  like  servants  who serve  the  master not on condition to rece ive  a reward, serving Hashem purely out of love;

יכֶם: לֵ יִם עֲ מַ שָׁ א  י מוֹרָ יהִ וִ

and le t the  fear of Heaven be  upon you, so that you have both love and awe of Hashem.

נָה ד שְׁ  מִ Mishna 4 · The Transmission of Torah and Honoring the Sages

ה דָ רֵ ישׁ צְ זֶר אִ עֶ ן יוֹ י בֶ סֵ יוֹ

Yose  ben Yoezer, who was a man of Zeredah,

יִם לַ שָׁ ישׁ יְרוּ נָן אִ חָ ן יוֹ י בֶ סֵ יוֹ וְ

and Yose  ben Yochanan, who was a man of Yerushalayim,

ם. הֶ לוּ מֵ בְּ קִ

rece ived the Torah tradition from them, the previous leaders of the Sanhedrin.

ר, מֵ ה אוֹ דָ רֵ ישׁ צְ זֶר אִ עֶ ן יוֹ י בֶ סֵ יוֹ

Yose  ben Yoezer, the man of Zeredah, says:

ים, מִ כָ חֲ ד לַ עַ ית וַ ךָ בֵ יתְ י בֵ יְהִ

Let your house  be  a house  of meeting  for the  Sag es , so that talmidei chachamim will always find a welcoming place to gather

and discuss Torah in your home,

ם, יהֶ לֵ גְ פַר רַ עֲ בַּ בֵּק   אַ תְ י מִ וֶהֱוֵ

and be  attaching  yourse lf in the  dust of the ir feet, sitting humbly on the ground before them to absorb their teachings,

ם: יהֶ רֵ בְ ת דִּ א אֶ מָ צָ ה בְ וֹתֶ י שׁ וֶהֱוֵ

and be  drinking  with thirst — the ir words, eagerly taking in every holy word of Torah they speak.

נָה ה שְׁ  מִ Mishna 5 · Hospitality to the Poor and Limiting Conversation with Women

ר, מֵ יִם אוֹ לַ שָׁ ישׁ יְרוּ נָן אִ חָ ן יוֹ י בֶ סֵ יוֹ

Yose  son of Yochanan, a man of Yerushalayim, says:

ה, חָ וָ רְ ךָ פָתוּחַ לִ יתְ י בֵ יְהִ

Let your house  be  open wide  to guests,

, ךָ יתֶ י בֵ נֵ ים בְּ יִּ נִ יוּ עֲ יִהְ וְ

and le t poor people  be  members  of your household, so they can find sustenance there with dignity.



ה. שָּׁ   אִ ם הָ ה עִ יחָ בֶּה שִׂ  רְ תַּ ל  אַ וְ

And do not increase  conversation with the  woman.

רוּ, מְ וֹ אָ תּ שְׁ  אִ בְּ

Even regarding his  own wife  they said this, that one should not engage in idle chatter,

. ת חֲבֵרוֹ שֶׁ  אֵ ר בְּ חֹמֶ ל וָ קַ

and it is a lig ht and heavy logical deduction, a kal vachomer, that this applies with the  wife  of his  fe llow.

ים, מִ כָ רוּ חֲ מְ אן אָ כָּ  מִ

From here  the  Sag es  said:

ה, שָּׁ   אִ ם הָ ה עִ יחָ בֶּה שִׂ  רְ ם מַ דָ אָ שֶׁ ן  מַ ל זְ כָּ

All the  time  that a man increases  conversation with the  woman,

, מוֹ צְ עַ ה לְ עָ ם רָ גּוֹרֵ

he causes  evil to himse lf by bringing about improper thoughts,

ה, י תוֹרָ רֵ בְ דִּ ל מִ טֵ וּבוֹ

and he desists  from words of Torah, wasting precious time that should be spent in learning,

נֹּם:  יהִ שׁ גֵּ פוֹ יוֹרֵ סוֹ וְ

and his  end is that he  inherits  Gehinnom.

נָה ו שְׁ  מִ Mishna 6 · Appointing a Teacher, Acquiring a Companion, and Judging Others Favorably

ם. הֶ לוּ מֵ בְּ י קִ לִ בֵּ  רְ אַ אי הָ תַּ נִ יָה וְ חְ רַ פְּ ן  בֶּ עַ  שֻׁ  יְהוֹ

Yehoshua son of Perachyah and Nittai the  Arbe lite  rece ived the tradition from them,  from Yosei ben Yoezer and Yosei ben

Yochanan.

ר, מֵ יָה אוֹ חְ רַ פְּ ן  בֶּ עַ  שֻׁ  יְהוֹ

Yehoshua son of Perachyah says :

ב, ךָ רַ ה לְ שֵׂ עֲ

Make  for yourse lf a teacher to guide you in Torah and halacha,

בֵר, ךָ חָ נֵה לְ וּקְ

and acquire  for yourse lf a companion to study with and grow in yiras Shamayim,



כוּת: כַף זְ ם לְ דָ אָ ל הָ כָּ ת  ן אֶ י דָ וֶהֱוֵ

and be  judg ing  — every man to the  scale  of merit,  always giving them the benefit of the doubt.

נָה ז שְׁ  מִ Mishna 7 · Distancing Oneself from an Evil Neighbor and the Wicked

ר, מֵ י אוֹ לִ בֵּ  רְ אַ אי הָ תַּ נִ

Nittai the  Arbe lite  says :

ע, ן רָ כֵ שָּׁ   ק מִ חֵ רְ הַ

Distance  yourse lf from a ne ig hbor who is evil,  so that you do not learn from his bad deeds,

ע, שָׁ  בֵּר לָרָ  חַ תְ ל תִּ אַ וְ

and do not associate  with the  wicked person, even if he is not your immediate neighbor,

נוּת: עָ פֻּרְ  ן הַ שׁ מִ יָאֵ תְ ל תִּ אַ וְ

and do not despair of re tribution,  but remember that Hashem runs the world and justice will ultimately be served.

נָה ח שְׁ  מִ Mishna 8 · The Conduct of a Judge Toward Litigants

ם. הֶ לוּ מֵ בְּ ח קִ טָ שָׁ ן  בֶּ ן  עוֹ מְ שִׁ  אי וְ בַּ  ן טַ ה בֶ יְהוּדָ

Yehudah son of Tabbai and Shimon son of Shetach rece ived the Torah tradition from them,  from the previous zugos.

ין. יָּנִ  דַּ י הַ כֵ עוֹרְ ךָ כְ מְ צְ שׂ עַ עַ תַּ ל  ר, אַ מֵ אי אוֹ בַּ  ן טַ ה בֶ יְהוּדָ

Yehudah son of Tabbai says , do not make  yourse lf like  the  arrang ers  of the  judg es ,  by acting as a lawyer who coaches the

litigants on what to argue.

ים. עִ שָׁ  רְ יךָ כִ ינֶ עֵ יוּ בְ , יִהְ יךָ נֶ פָ ים לְ דִ מְ ין עוֹ ינִ י דִ לֵ עֲ יוּ בַ יִּהְ שֶׁ  וּכְ

And when the masters  of judg ment,  the litigants, are standing  before  you in court, they should be  in your eyes  like

wicked ones ,  meaning you must suspect both of lying and remain completely impartial.

ין, אִ כָּ זַ יךָ כְ ינֶ עֵ יוּ בְ , יִהְ יךָ נֶ פָ לְּ ים מִ רִ טָ פְ נִּ שֶׁ  וּכְ

And when they are  dismissed from before  you after the trial, they should be  in your eyes  like  innocent ones ,  and you

must judge them favorably,

ין: דִּ ת הַ ם אֶ יהֶ לֵ לוּ עֲ בְּ קִּ שֶׁ  כְּ

when they accepted upon themse lves  the verdict of the  judg ment.



נָה ט שְׁ  מִ Mishna 9 · Thorough Interrogation of Witnesses and Caution in the Words of Judges

ר, מֵ ח אוֹ טָ שָׁ ן  בֶּ ן  עוֹ מְ שִׁ

Shimon the  son of Shetach says  to the judges:

ים, דִ עֵ ת הָ קֹר אֶ חְ בֶּה לַ  רְ י מַ הֱוֵ

be  much to investig ate  — cross-examining the  witnesses  thoroughly to find any contradictions,

, יךָ בָרֶ דְ יר בִּ י זָהִ וֶהֱוֵ

and be  careful with your words  when you question them,

ר: קֵּ שַׁ  דוּ לְ מְ לְ כָם יִ וֹ תּ א מִ מָּ  שֶׁ

le st from within them — from the hints in your questions — they will learn to lie  and fabricate a story.

נָה י שְׁ  מִ Mishna 10 · Loving Work and Shunning Lordship and Government Intimacy

ם. הֶ לוּ מֵ בְּ ן קִ יוֹ לְ טַ בְ אַ יָה וְ עְ מַ שְׁ

Shemaiah and Abtalion rece ived the tradition of the Torah from them,  from Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon ben Shatach.

אכָה, לָ מְּ ת הַ הֹב אֶ ר, אֱ מֵ יָה אוֹ עְ מַ שְׁ

Shemaiah says , love  — work,  so that a person can support himself and not rely on others,

נוּת, בָּ  רַ ת הָ נָא אֶ וּשְׂ

and hate  — lordship and positions of power over the community,

וּת: שׁ ע לָרָ דַּ וַ תְ ל תִּ אַ וְ

and do not make  yourse lf known to the  ruling  authority,  for they draw a person close only for their own benefit.

נָה יא שְׁ  מִ Mishna 11 · A Warning to Sages to Guard Their Words to Prevent Desecration of Heaven's Name

ר, מֵ ן אוֹ יוֹ לְ טַ בְ אַ

Avtalyon says:

יכֶם, רֵ בְ דִ זָּהֲרוּ בְ ים, הִ מִ כָ חֲ

Sag es , be  careful with your words,

לוּת חוּבוּ חוֹבַת גָּ א תָ מָּ  שֶׁ

le st you will oblig ate  yourselves to the  oblig ation of exile ,



ים, עִ רָ יִם הָ קוֹם מַ מְ לוּ לִ גְ תִ וְ

and you will be  exiled to a place  of evil waters  of heretical teachings,

יָמוּתוּ, יכֶם וְ חֲרֵ ים אַ אִ בָּ  ים הַ ידִ מִ לְ תַּ  וּ הַ תּ שְׁ  יִ וְ

and the  disciple s  who come after you will drink from these teachings and they will die  spiritually,

ל: לֵּ  חַ תְ יִם מִ מַ שָׁ ם  שֵׁ צָא  מְ נִ וְ

and it will be  found that the  Name of Heaven is  profaned.

נָה יב שְׁ  מִ Mishna 12 · The Conduct of Hillel to Love Peace and Draw Creations Close to Torah

ם. הֶ לוּ מֵ בְּ אי קִ מַּ  שַׁ  ל וְ לֵּ  הִ

Hille l and Shammai rece ived the tradition of the Torah from them,  the previous leaders of the Sanhedrin.

ר, מֵ ל אוֹ לֵּ  הִ

Hille l says  in his teachings: Be

רֹן, הֲ ל אַ שֶׁ יו  ידָ מִ לְ תַּ  י מִ הֱוֵ

among  the  disciple s  of Aharon the Kohen Gadol, who was famous for his ways of chessed, by

לוֹם, שָׁ ף  דֵ רוֹ לוֹם וְ שָׁ ב  אוֹהֵ

loving  peace  and pursuing  peace  between people, and

יּוֹת רִ בְּ ת הַ ב אֶ אוֹהֵ

loving  the  creations ,  even those who seem far from Torah, and by

ה: וֹרָ ן לַתּ בָ רְ קָ וּמְ

drawing  them close  to the  Torah through warmth and darkei noam.

נָה יג שְׁ  מִ Mishna 13 · The Danger of Seeking Fame and Neglecting Torah Study

ר, מֵ יָה אוֹ הוּא הָ

He ,  Hillel, used to say:

. הּ מֵ שְׁ ד  בֵ א, אָ מָ שְׁ ד  נָגֵ

One who makes  g reat his name  for his own self-aggrandizement, destroys  his  name  and loses his reputation.

יף, יָסֵף. סִ לֹא מוֹ דְ וּ



And one  who does  not add to his Torah learning ceases  and his existing knowledge will decrease.

יָּב.  לָא חַ טָ יף, קְ לֵ לֹא יָ דְ וּ

And one  who does  not learn Torah at all, death he deserves  at the hands of Heaven.

לֵף: א, חָ גָ תָ שׁ בְּ מֵּ  תַּ  שְׁ  אִ דְ וּ

And one  who makes  use  of the  crown of Torah for his personal benefit passes  away from the world.

נָה יד שְׁ  מִ Mishna 14 · The Obligation of Personal Responsibility and Avoiding Procrastination

ר, מֵ יָה אוֹ הוּא הָ

He ,  Hillel, used to say to inspire people in their avodas Hashem:

י. י לִ י, מִ י לִ נִ ין אֲ ם אֵ אִ

If I am not for myse lf,  meaning if I do not arouse my own neshama to do mitzvos, who  will be for me  to help me acquire merit?

י. נִ ה אֲ י, מָ מִ צְ עַ י לְ נִ אֲ שֶׁ  וּכְ

And when I am for myse lf alone, relying only on my own limited righteousness, what am I and what is my worth before Hashem?

י: תָ ימָ יו, אֵ שָׁ  כְ ם לֹא עַ אִ וְ

And if not now,  while I still have life and the opportunity in this world, when will I ever do it?

נָה טו שְׁ  מִ Mishna 15 · Making Torah Study Fixed, Speaking Little and Doing Much, and Welcoming Everyone Warmly

ר, מֵ אי אוֹ מַּ  שַׁ

Shammai says:

ע. בַ ךָ קֶ תְ ה תוֹרָ שֵׂ עֲ

Make  your Torah study fixed and primary, rather than secondary.

בֵּה,  רְ ה הַ שֵׂ עֲ ט וַ עַ מֹר מְ אֱ

Say little  and do much, promising little but performing a great deal for others,

ם דָ אָ ל הָ כָּ ת  ל אֶ בֵּ  קַ י מְ וֶהֱוֵ

and be  rece iving  of every person

ים יָפוֹת: נִ פָּ בֶר  סֵ בְּ

with a cheerful expression of face , showing them warmth and kindness.



נָה טז שְׁ  מִ Mishna 16 · Appointing a Teacher and Avoiding Doubt and Estimations in Tithing

ר, מֵ יָה אוֹ ל הָ יאֵ לִ מְ ן גַּ בָּ  רַ

Rabban Gamlie l would say:

ב, ךָ רַ ה לְ שֵׂ עֲ

Make  for yourse lf a teacher to guide you in halachic decisions,

פֵק, סָּ  ן הַ לֵּק מִ  תַּ  סְ הִ וְ

and remove  yourse lf from doubt by avoiding situations where the law is unclear,

דוֹת: ר אֹמָ שֵּׂ  עַ בֶּה לְ  רְ תַּ ל  אַ וְ

and do not increase  to tithe  your produce by e stimation,  but rather measure it precisely to avoid any uncertainty.

נָה יז שְׁ  מִ Mishna 17 · The Virtue of Silence and Action Over Mere Words

ר, מֵ נוֹ אוֹ ן בְּ עוֹ מְ שִׁ

Shimon his  son says  in his father's name:

ים, מִ כָ חֲ ין הַ י בֵ תִּ לְ דַ י גָּ ל יָמַ כָּ

All my days  I g rew up among  the  Sag es ,  the great Torah scholars of the generation,

ה. יקָ תִ שְׁ לָּא   י לַגּוּף טוֹב אֶ אתִ צָ לֹא מָ וְ

and I did not find for the  body anything better than s ilence ,  which guards a person from forbidden speech.

ר, קָּ עִ שׁ הוּא הָ רָ דְ מִּ לֹא הַ וְ

And it is not the  study of Torah that is  the  main thing  on its own,

ה. שֶׂ עֲ מַּ  לָּא הַ  אֶ

but the  action,  the actual fulfillment of the mitzvos.

א: טְ יא חֵ בִ ים, מֵ בָרִ בֶּה דְ  רְ מַּ  ל הַ כָ וְ

And anyone  who increases  words  unnecessarily bring s  about s in.
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ר, מֵ ל אוֹ יאֵ לִ מְ ן גַּ בֶּ ן  עוֹ מְ שִׁ ן  בָּ  רַ

Rabban Shimon ben Gamlie l says ,



ד, מֵ לָם עוֹ עוֹ ים הָ בָרִ ה דְ שָׁ ל שְׁ ל  עַ

on three  thing s  the  world stands:

ין דִּ ל הַ עַ

on justice ,

ת מֶ אֱ ל הָ עַ וְ

and on truth,

לוֹם, שָּׁ   ל הַ עַ וְ

and on peace ,

ר זכריה ח מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ

as  it is  said in the Sefer of Zechariah, chapter 8,

יכֶם: עֲרֵ שַׁ  טוּ בְּ פְ שִׁ לוֹם  שָׁ פַּט   שְׁ  ת וּמִ מֶ אֱ

"truth and judg ment of peace  judg e  in your g ates ."

C HA P T E R  S U M M A RY

The chapter opens with the Men of the Great Assembly and Shimon the Righteous establishing the pillars of the world,

followed by Antigonus of Socho's warning to serve Hashem without expecting reward. We then progress through the

teachings of the Zugos: Yose ben Yoezer and Yose ben Yochanan on bringing Sages and the poor into our homes; Yehoshua

ben Perachiah and Nittai the Arbelite on acquiring teachers and avoiding evil neighbors; Yehudah ben Tabbai and Shimon

ben Shetach on careful justice; and Shemaiah and Abtalion on avoiding the ruling power and guarding one's words. Finally,

Hillel and Shammai teach us to pursue peace, fix our Torah study, and receive everyone with a pleasant countenance,

leading into the instructions of Rabban Gamaliel and his son Shimon on silence and action, and concluding with Rabban

Shimon ben Gamaliel's declaration that the world stands on justice, truth, and peace.



ה שֶׂ עֲ מַ לְ W H AT  T O  T A K E  H O M E

My dear friend, look at how this first chapter of Pirkei Avos begins. It does not start with abstract philosophies, but with a

chain of transmission: Moshe received the Torah from Sinai and passed it down, generation after generation, until it reached

us. This tells us that our Torah is not a theory; it is a living, breathing legacy of connection. When you learn, you are not just

reading a book, you are joining a chain of holy souls. And what do these sages tell us? They tell us that the world stands on

Torah, avodah, and gemilus chasadim, and that the ultimate goal of all our learning is not just to speak, but to do. Shimon his

son says it clearly: 'Study is not the most important thing, but actions.'

Think about Shammai's golden rule: 'Say little, but do much, and receive all men with a pleasant countenance.' How often

do we promise ourselves or others big things, only to fall short? The Torah wants us to build our lives on quiet, solid action.

When you greet another Yid with a warm, genuine smile, you are literally sustaining the world. You are bringing the peace

and truth that Rabban Shimon ben Gamaliel says keeps the world standing.

Let us also take to heart the famous words of Hillel: 'If I am not for myself, who is for me? But if I am for my own self, what am

I? And if not now, when?' We cannot wait for someone else to do our avodah for us, nor can we live only for ourselves. We

must step up, take responsibility for our spiritual growth, and do it today, without putting it off.

Today, choose one small, concrete action instead of just talking about it. When you meet someone, greet them with a

genuine, warm smile and a pleasant countenance, and make a fixed five minutes to learn Torah today without any

distractions.
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