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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, our holy Sages guide us on how to direct our hearts and actions to serve Hashem with true yiras Shamayim.
We begin with the golden advice of Rabbi Yehudah Hanasi on choosing a straight path in life, balancing Torah study with a
worldly occupation, and working for the sake of Heaven. The Mishnah warns us to be careful with the ruling authorities and

teaches us to nullify our own will before the will of Hashem, ensuring our avodah is pure and complete.

We then learn the profound teachings of Hillel, who cautions us against separating from the community or trusting in
ourselves before the day of our death. The chapter transitions into the legacy of Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai and his five
chashuve disciples. Through their holy discussions, we are shown the ultimate traits a Yid must cleave to, such asa good
heart, and the destructive traits we must run away from, alongside practical guidance on honoring our friends and guarding
ourselves from the yetzer hara.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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an honor that is any  aperson for himself thatshould choose — straight apath  whichis says Rabbi
PRY ,T1R02D APR MEm2 PO MM LOINT ™R 19 naxem PRiyy
fornot aswitha grave one  light  witha mitzvah careful and be people from tohim andanhonor  toitsdoer
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against a mitzvah the loss of calculating andbe  mitzvos of  theirreward the giving of know you
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and not things at three and look its loss against a transgression and the reward of its reward
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and anear seeing aneye you above whatis know transgression to the handsof willcome  you
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are written  ina book yourdeeds and all of hearing

Rabbi Yehuda HaNasi teaches how to choose a proper path in life, the importance of valuing all mitzvos equally, and how constant awareness of

Hashem p}"é’l)é’}’l)f)’ sin.
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with  Torah study of  excellentis says the Nasi  Yehudah Rabbi of  hisson Gamliel Rabban
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work withit thatisnot Torah andall sin  causestoforget bothof them for the toil of occupation worldly
DRy D9RY VI 12T DY 2UPRYR °3) .19 N77IN m7v2 ARiD
with them labor should the community with wholabor  andall  sin and drags  nullified itsend is
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forever endures  and their righteousness  assists them  their forefathers for the meritof  Heaven  for the sake of
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you accomplished asif much reward  upon you I reckon  and as for you

Rabban Gamliel teaches the importance of combining Torah study with a worldly occupation and serving the community with pure intentions.
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themselves for the need of except  a person . draw near  for they do not with the ruling- careful Be
authority
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at the time of fora person for him stand but they donot their benefit at the time of  like friends  they appear

P
his distress

This Mishnah warns a person not to rely on the friendship of government officials, asthey only act out of self-interest.

"H:Etl I:S? ETNT:I ﬂ.}.:l:lj‘l I:W | T 1gﬁ ﬂfwy Mishna 4 - Doing the Will of Hashem and Proper Conduct with the Community

Pua 529370 7NN MY 07D 79800 197 Ty LMIN M Nn

Nullify like Hiswill ~ yourwill ~He willdo sothat like your will — His will Do say used to  He
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says Hillel your will before others the will of He will nullify so that  His will before  your will
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perhaps I will study When I amfree say and donot it will be understood thatin the end tounderstand
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be free  you will not

This Mishnab teaches the importance of aligning one’s will with Hashem's will, and provides essential ethical guidance from Hillel regarding

community, humility, and Torabh study.
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and not pious . an ignoramus and not sin is fearing of abrute not say used to  He
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in business  who increases everyone and not  teaches  the impatient person and not learns  the bashful person
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a man to be strive men where there are no and in a place becomes wise

Hillel teachesthe essential character traits required for acquiring Torah, teaching others, and taking responsibility in a leaderlesscommunity.
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because toit hesaid the water the face of on thatfloated one a skull saw he Also
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will be drowned  those who drowned ~ and the end of they drowned you you drowned

you

Hillel Hazaken saw a floating skull and noted that those who commit violence will ultimately suffer the same fate.
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Mishna 7 - Increasing Torah and Charity Brings Life and Peace while Materialism Brings Worry
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increases  possessions one who increases worms  increases flesh  One whoincreases say used to  He
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lewdness increases maidservants one whoincreases  witchcraft  increases wives one who increases worry
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one who increases life increases Torah  one who increases robbery increases servants  one who increases
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charity  one whoincreases understanding increases counsel one whoincreases  wisdom  increases sitting
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for himself one who hasacquired  for himself hasacquired good aname One who hasacquired peace increases
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tocome  the world  the life of for himself has acquired Torah  words of

Hillel teaches that while physical and material pursuits increase negative outcomes, spivitual pursuits like Torah study, wisdom, and charity bring

lasting peace and eternal life.
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If say usedto He and fromShammai from Hillel received Zakkai ben Yohanan Rabban
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you were created for this because  for yourself credit claim do not much Torah  you have learned
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Eliezer Rabbi are they and these Zakkai ben Yohanan toRabban tohim were disciples Five
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ben  Shimon and Rabbi the Priest Yose and Rabbi Hananiah ben Yehoshua and Rabbi Hyrcanus ben
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ben Eliezer Rabbi their praise list used to  He Arach  ben  Eleazar and Rabbi Nethaneel
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praiseworthy is Hananiah ben Yehoshua Rabbi a drop lose that does not plastered is a cistern Hyrcanus
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sin fears  Nethaneel ben  Shimon  Rabbi isa piousman the Priest Yose Rabbi she who bore him
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all  there would be  If say usedto He  thatgathersforce isaspring Arach ben  Eleazar  and Rabbi
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second onascale  Hyrcanus  ben  and Eliezer a balance  ona scale of Yisrael the Sages of
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the Sagesof all  there wouldbe If  in his name says Shaul Abba allofthem —  he would outweigh
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and Rabbi withthem even  Hyrcanus  ben Eliezer and Rabbi abalance onascale of Yisrael
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allof them —  he would outweigh  second onascale Arach ben  Eleazar

This Mishnab liststhe five primary disciples of Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai, detailing their unique spiritual and intellectual strengths.
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Eliezer Rabbi aperson  toit thatshould cleave straight —apath  whichis andsee goout tothem said
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a neighbor says Yose Rabbi good acompanion says Yehoshua  Rabbi good an eye says
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good  aheart says Elazar Rabbi the outcome —  one who sees says Shimon ~ Rabbi  good

99330 ,03°127% T 13 MWIX 13T N O W 077 TN

forincluded in above your words Arach sonof  Elazar the words of — I see tothem  said
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from it that should distance evil apath  whichis andsee goout tothem said are yourwords his words

himself
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Rabbi evil acompanion says Yehoshua Rabbi evil aneye says Eliezer Rabbi  a person
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one repay and does not one who borrows says Shimon ~ Rabbi evil a neighbor says Yose
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Tehillim as it is said is He blessed  the Omnipresent from is like one who borrows man from who borrows
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says Elazar Rabbi and gives isgracious but the righteous repay and does not the wicked borrows 37
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above your words  Arach son of Elazar the words of — 1 see to them said evil aheart
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are your words  his words  for included in

Rabban Yobanan ben Zakkai asks his disciples to identify the ultimate good trait and the ultimate bad trait for a person to adopt or avoid.
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dear  yourfriend the honorof Letbe says Eliezer Rabbi things three said They
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you will be burned so that not with their coal careful andbe  the Sages . the fire of opposite warming yourself
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aserpent s the hissof  and theirhiss  a scorpion is the sting of and their sting a fox is the bite of  for their bite
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fire  are like coals of  their words and all of

Rabbi Eliezer teaches the importance of respecting others, controlling anger, repenting daily, and treating Torah scholarswith immense cantion and

respect.
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remove the creations and hatred of the evil and the inclination the evil aneye says Yehoshua  Rabbi
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the world ~ from the person —

Rabbi Yehoshua warns against the destructive spiritual and physical consequences of an evil eye, the evil inclination, and misantbhropy.

.'Hj na b 713 3]1 19 = U 1 in 79 7 :: Mishna 12 - Cherishing the Property of Others and Exerting Oneself in Torah Study
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yourself and prepare asyourown uponyou asprecious your fellow the property of letbe says Yose Rabbi
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Heaven  for the sake of  be yourdeeds andletall toyou aninheritance foritisnot Torah to study

Rabbi Yose teaches us to value our fellow’s money as our own, to realize Torah requires personal effort rather than inberitance, and to dedicate all

actionsto Heaven.
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Mishna 13 - Carefulness in Shema and Prayer and Not Viewing Oneself as Wicked
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and when you and with the prayer Shema  with the reading of careful  be says Shimon  Rabbi
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before  and supplications compassion but  afixed routine your prayer  make  donot pray
DODX TIN NI DIMTY TAM G2 3 DNV MR LNIT T3 DIpwT
toanger slow isHe and merciful gracious for two  Yoel as it is said is He blessed  the Omnipresent
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yourself  in front of wicked be and donot  the evil of andrelenting kindness and abundantin

Rabbi Shimon teaches that prayer must be a heartfelt plea rather than a rote obligation, and that one should never despair and view themselves as

irredeemably wicked.
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Mishna 14 - D/‘/ziqc'im’ in Torah Study, Answering Heretics, and Knowing )b/t}'Emﬁ/qwi'
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to an epicuros toanswer what and know Torah tolearn  diligent be says Elazar Rabbi
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toyou Who will pay your work the Masterof s and faithful toil you  whom before and know
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your labor  the reward of

Rabbi Elazar teaches the importance of diligent Torah study to defend the faith, and reminds us of the ultimate reward from our Divine Employer.
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and the reward are lazy and the laborers is plentiful ~ and the work  isshort the day says Tarfon  Rabbi
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Rabbi Tarfon uses the metaphor of a short workday and a pressing master to emphasize the urgency of Torah study and mitzvos.
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todesist  freedom asonof you andnot tocomplete the work upon you not saying was He
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is and faithful much reward toyou they give much Torah  youstudied if from it
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the reward of the giving of and know  yourlabor  the reward of toyou Who will pay your work the Master of
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Rabbi Tarfon teaches that while one is not expected to complete the infinite task of Torah study, one is never free to abandon it, and the ultimate reward

ispaidin the World to Come.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter flows from foundational principles of personal avodah and communal responsibility into the deep teachings of
Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai and his disciples. We are taught to weigh the temporary loss of a mitzvah against its eternal
reward, to avoid anger, and to repent daily. The Sages outline how positive traits like a good heart, a good eye, and a good
companion bring a person closer to Hashem, while warning that an evil eye, the yetzer hara, and hatred of others can
completely remove a person from the world. Ultimately, we are exhorted to treat our fellow's property with the same care as

our own and to warm ourselves in the fire of the wise.
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In this chapter, Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai asks his greatest disciples to find the one path a person must cleave to above all
else. While they suggest beautiful paths like a good eye ora good friend, he points to the answer of Rabbi Elazar ben Arach:
a "lev tov", a good heart. The Rebbe explains thata good heart is the root of everything; if the heart is pure and aligned with

Hashem, then the eyes, the actions, and the relationships will naturally follow.

We often get caught up trying to fix every external detail of our lives, but the real avodah starts from within. When you work
on cultivating a lev tov, you are building a foundation of genuine love for Hashemand His creations. This inner goodness is

what transforms a person's entire life, ensuring that their Torah study and mitzvos are alive, warm, and true.

Today, before you speak to a family member, a coworker, ora neighbor, pause for one second and consciously bring a feeling

of warmth and genuine goodwill into your heart toward them, letting your words flow froma true lev tov.
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