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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, our holy Sages guide us on how to build a deep, enduring connection to Hashemand His Torah, starting
with the powerful words of Akabyah ben Mahalalel on maintaining yiras Shamayim by remembering our humble beginnings
and our ultimate accountability before the King of kings. We are shown the immense holiness of learning Torah, whether we

are learning alone, in pairs, or in larger groups, and how the Shechinah dwells among those who occupy themselves with

Hashem's words.

The Sages also warn us against the dangers of letting our minds wander to idle matters or interrupting our learning to focus
on worldly distractions. Through these mishnayos, we learn the proper attitude a Yid must have toward his avodah,
emphasizing that our fear of sin and our good deeds must always precede our wisdomif we want our learing to truly endure.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.
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willcome  you  andnot things upon three reflect says Mahalalel son of Akabyah
AN w199 L9990 AQN INPY QN2 OTNR YT .may TP
you  whom and before are going you and towhere youcame fromwhere know sin into the hands of
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you  and to where putrid froma drop youcame fromwhere and reckoning judgment togive are destined
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judgment togive are destined you  whom andbefore  and worm  maggot dust toa place of are going
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He blessed is  the Holy One the kings kings of the King of before and reckoning

Akabyab ben Mahalalel teachesthat reflecting on one’s humble origins, ultimate physical end, and future accountability before Hashem prevents a

person fro msinning.
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the government  of  for the welfare praying be says of the Kohanim the deputy ~Chanina  Rabbi
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Teradyon sonof Chanina Rabbi would swallow alive  hisfellow —  aman its fear for if not for
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is a session of this behold  Torah  words of between them and there are not who sit two says
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who sit two but  did he sit not scorners and in the session of 1 Tehillim asitissaid  scorners
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3 Malachi asitissaid between them  dwells the Shechinah ~ Torah  words of between them and there are
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and was written and heard Hashem and hearkened his fellow  to each Hashem those who fear spoke then
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Hashem for those who fear before Him remembrance a book of

tome there isnot His name and for those who
value
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that the Holy One with the Torah and occupies himself  who sits one thateven  from where two unless
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let himsit 3  Eichah  asitissaid areward forhim establishes isHe  blessed
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upon him

He laid it for and be silent alone

This balacha emphasizes the necessity of government authority to prevent anarchy, and details the spiritual reward for studying Torah in groups or

individually.
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words of  upon it said and not  one table upon  whoate three says Shimon  Rabbi
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tables all  for 28 Yeshayahu asitissaid dead fromsacrifices of  they ate asif Torah
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and said one table upon  whoate three but  the Omnipresent without filth  vomit are full of
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as it is said He  blessedis the Omnipresent  of  fromthe table of they ate asif Torah  wordsof upon it
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Hashem before ~whichis  the table thisis tome and He spoke 41 Yechezkel

Rabbi Shimon teachesthat eating a meal without wordsof Torah islike eating idolatrous sacrifices, whereas speaking Torah makesthe meal like eating

from the table of Hashem.
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alone on the way and one who walks  atnight  one who awakens says Chachinai  son of Chanina Rabbi
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his life forfeits this one behold toidleness  his heart and one who turns

This Mishnah warnsthat a person who wastes time on idle thoughts when alone at night or on a journey puts hislife in spiritual and physical danger.
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they remove Torah  the yoke of upon himself who accepts anyone says Hakkanah ben Nechunya Rabbi
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the yoke of from himself who casts off and anyone concerns worldly and the yoke of government the yoke of from him
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concerns worldly and the yoke of government the yoke of upon him they place Torah

Rabbi Nechunya ben Hakkanah teaches that accepting the yoke of Torah stucy exempts a person from worldly burdens, while rejecting it invites them.
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who sit ten says Chananya Kfar manof Dosa sonof  Chalafta  Rabbi
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God 82 Tehillim asitissaid  among them dwells the Shechinah ~ with Torah  and occupy themselves
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those who fear spoke then 3 Malachi as it is said two even  and fromwhere He judges judges
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one even and fromwhere  etc. and heard Hashem and hearkened his fellow to each Hashem
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and bless you

This halacha teaches that the Shechinab rests upon those who study Torah, whether they are a group of ten, five, three, two, or even a single individual.
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andso are His andyours foryou fromHisown toHim give says Bartotha man of Elazar Rabbi
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and from Your hand iseverything fromYou for 29 I . Chronicles says it regarding Dovid
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from his study and interrupts and reviews on the road one who walks says Shimon ~ Rabbi toYou we have given
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the Scripture upon him  reckons  this plowed field beautifulis and how this  tree  beautifulis how  and says
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with his soul  he is guilty asif

This Mishnab teaches that all our possessions belong to Hashem and warns against interrupting one’s Torah stucly to admire physical nature.
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a matter who forgets anyone says Meir  Rabbi in the name of Yannai son of Rabbi Dostai Rabbi
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Deuteronony  as it is said of his life he is guilty asif  the Scripture upon him reckons  fromhisstudy  single
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saw which the things — youforget lest greatly yoursoul and watch toyourself take heed only 4
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they depart and lest  ibid says instruction his study him  overpowered  even  one might youreyes
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and removes them that he sits until  of his life guilty he isnot behold yourlife the daysof all fromyour heart
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from his heart

This halacha warns against forgetting one’s Torah learning, stating that one isonly culpable if they actively and deliberately remove the teachings from

their beart.
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his wisdom his wisdom precedes hissin ~ whose fear of anyone says Dosa  ben Chanina Rabbi
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endures his wisdom  not his sin the fearof  precedes  whose wisdom and anyone endures
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endures his wisdom his wisdom are greater than  whose deeds  anyone say would He
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endures his wisdom  not his deeds is greater than  whose wisdom and anyone

Rabbi Chanina ben Dosa teaches that wisdom isonly enduring when it is built upon a foundation of fear of sin and practical action.
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Mishna 10 Pleasing One's Fellow Creatures and Actions that Remove a Person from the World
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the Omnipresent the spirit of ~ withhim  is pleased the creatures with whom the spirit of anyone say used to  He
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the spirit of isnot  withhim is pleased the creatures the spirit of with whomisnot and anyone  withhim is pleased
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morning of sleep says Harkinas  sonof Dosa  Rabbi withhim ispleased the Omnipresent
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of assemblies  the houses of and sittingin  the children  and the chatterof ~ midday of and wine
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the world  from the man — remove of the land  the ignorant

This Mishnab teaches that divine favor corresponds to human favor, and warns against habits that waste a person’slife and potential.

N;U ﬂ?\}?; 1[’77 ﬂ T :87: U Mishna 11 - Those Who Forfeit T in the World to Come

NN Manm DOWIRT DR PRmnd iR CyTing TyeR 021

— and one who despises the sacred things —  one who profanes says the Modiite Elazar Rabbi
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of  the covenant and one whoannuls  in public  his fellow the face of and one who whitens the festivals
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according to halacha not in the Torah aspects and one whoreveals  be peace upon him our father  Avraham
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in the world a portion tohim there is not good and deeds Torah  inhishand thatthere is though - even
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to come

Rabbi Elazar of Modiin lists five severe transgressions that cause a person to lose their portion in the World to Come, even if they possess Torah

knowledge and good deeds.
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—  receiving and be to youth and pleasant toaleader yielding be says Yishmael Rabbi
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with joy man every

Rabbi Yishmael teaches the proper ethical conduct of humility before leaders, pleasantness toward the young, and welcoming all people cheerfully.
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afence traditionis to sexual immorality accustom head and lightness of  laughter says Akiva Rabbi
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towisdomis a fence to abstinence afence  vowsare towealth afence tithes are to the Torah
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silence

Rabbi Akiva teaches that certain behaviors lead to sin, while protective boundaries safeguard Torah, wealth, abstinence, and wisdom.
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tohim was made known  extra love  in the image forhe wascreated isman Beloved say used to  He
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—  He made God in the image of for 9 Bereishis asitissaid in the image thathe wascreated
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was made known  extra love  to the Omnipresent children for they were called Yisrael Beloved are man
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to Hashem areyou children 14  Devarim  asitissaid tothe Omnipresent children that they were called to them
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was made known  extra love desire avessel of tothem for was given Yisrael Beloved are your God
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4 Mishlei  asitissaid the world ~ wascreated withwhich  desire  the vessel of tothem that wasgiven tothem
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forsake donot My Torah  toyou Ihavegiven good instruction for

This Mishnab highlightsthe unique spiritual status of humanity created in God's image, the special relationship of Yisrael as Hischildren, and the

precious gift of the Torah with which the world was created.
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and everything isjudged the world and withgoodness  isgiven  and the permission is forescen Everything
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the deed the majority of is according to

This Mishnah teaches the coexistence of Hashem's foreknowledge and man's free choice, and that the world is judged with benevolence based on the

majority of one's deeds.

Mishna 16 - Everything is Given on Pledge and the Judgment is Truth
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the store the living all  over isspread and a net on pledge  isgiven everything  saying was He
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and anyone writes and the hand  isopen  and the ledger givescredit and the storekeeper is open
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day onevery regularly  goaround  and the collectors and borrow may come toborrow who wishes
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what upon forthem and there is his knowledge and without with his knowledge man from and exact payment
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for the banquet is prepared and everything of truth isa judgment and the judgment to rely

This Mishnab uses the metaphor of a store and collectorsto describe free will, divine accounting, and ultimate justice.
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Mishna 17 - The Interdependence of Torah and Deeds and the Parable of the Deeply Rooted Tree
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thereisno if  conduct proper thereisno  Torah  thereisno if says Azariah  ben Elazar Rabbi
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fear there isno  if fear there isno  wisdom  thereisno if Torah there isno conduct  proper
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there isno knowledge thereisno  if  knowledge there isno understanding there isno  if wisdom  there is no
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he flour  there is no Torah  thereisno  if Torah  thereisno  flour  thereisno if understanding
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°39 By RDZIM MR KD MM LPURR YUY PRI 1Ry

itsface upon and overturnsit and uprootsit comes and the wind are few and itsroots  are many whose branches
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comes when shallsee andnot in the wasteland like a lonely tree  and he shallbe seventeen Yirmeyahu asitis said

b2 D3N .3WD N) AMPR P IR DN DY 3w

anyone but  inhabited and not = of’salt aland in the wilderness in parched places and he shall dwell good
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and itsroots  are few  whose branches toatree  compared ishe towhat than hiswisdom are greater whose deeds
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move they donot upon it and blow come in the world the winds all  thatevenif  are many
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fruit  frommaking itshall cease and not itshall worry not  drought

This mishnab emphasizes that intellectual wisdom must be grounded in practical deeds and fear of Heaven, just as Torah study requires physical

sustenance.
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the bodies of they they menstruation and the openings of bird offerings says Chisma  son of Eliezer Rabbi
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to wisdom are desserts and gematrias astronomy halachos

Rabbi Eliezer Chisma teaches that the complex laws of bird offérings and calculations of impurity are the core of Torah, while astronomy and

mathematics are merely secondary aids.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter flows from the fundamental principles of self-reflection and the fear of sin to the practical ways we bring the
Shechinah into our daily lives, such as speaking words of Torah at our tables and accepting the yoke of Torah to be freed
fromworldly burdens. The Sages caution us against forgetting our learning, wasting time on empty pursuits like morning sleep
or midday wine, and committing severe sins like embarrassing a fellow Yid in public or showing contempt for the Torah, which
can cost a person his share in the World to Come. Finally, we are taught the value of silence as a fence to wisdom, the

preciousness of mankind being created in the image of Elokim, and the special love Hashem has for Klal Yisrael as His

children.
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My dear talmid, look at the beautiful words of Rabbi Hanina ben Dosa in our perek: "Anyone whose fear of sin precedes his
wisdom, his wisdom is enduring.” We spend so much of our lives trying to accumulate knowledge, to understand more, and
to be clever. But the Mishnah is teaching us a deep secret about how the mind of a Yid actually works. If your learning is just
an intellectual exercise, it has no foundation to stand on. It is only when your simple yiras Shamayim, your desire to do the

will of Hashemand your fear of stepping away from His path, comes first, that your Torah has a vessel to hold it.

This is not just about learning; it is about how we live every single day. The Mishnah also tells us that "anyone whose deeds
exceed his wisdom, his wisdom is enduring.” We cannot wait until we understand everything perfectly before we start acting
like a kosher Yid. The foundation of our avodah is action and commitment. When you put your hands and feet into doing

the mitzvos, your mind and heart will follow and find clarity.

Today, before you sit down to learn or pray, take ten seconds to stop and think: "I am doing this simply because I want to do

the will of Hashem.” Let that simple yiras Shamayimbe the foundation for everything you do today.
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