nivn - PIRKEI AVOS

27 P72 - NiaN noEn

°y"

omplete Word-for-Word Interlinear - Navy & Gold Edition

Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this beautiful chapter of Pirkei Avos, our holy Sages guide us on how to refine our middos and elevate our daily avodah.
We begin with the famous teachings of Ben Zoma, who redefines true wisdom, strength, wealth, and honor, showing us that
real success lies in our inner spiritual state and our yiras Shamayim. The Mishnah then urges us to run after even the smallest
mitzvah, warning us of how one transgression can lead to another, and reminds us to treat every single person with respect, as

everyone has their hour and place.

As we progress through the chapter, the Tannaim teach us about the immense sanctity of the Torah and the proper attitude
we must have toward its study. We learn about the severity of profaning Hashem's name, the importance of learing in order
to practice, and the warning not to use the crown of Torah for personal gain. The Sages also share profound insights on the
relationship between our efforts in this world—which is compared to a vestibule—and the ultimate reward in the World to
Come, helping us focus our hearts on what truly matters.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Tehillim asitissaid in his portion he who rejoices rich Who is acity than one who captures  his spirit
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Ben Zoma redefines worldly virtues like wisdom, strength, wealth, and honor through a spiritual and ethical lens based on Tanach.
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Ben Azzai teachesthat performing one mitzvah naturally leads to another, while committing one sin leads to further sin.

Mishna 3 - Valuing Every Person and Every Thing
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This Mishnab teaches that one must never dismiss any person or object, aseverything in creation has its designated time and purpose.
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for the hope of  spirit  humble of be  exceedingly exceedingly says Yavneh a manof Levitas Rabbi
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the Name regarding desecration
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This Mishnab teaches the extreme importance of humility and warnsof the severe consequences of desecrating Hashem's Name, whether done in secret or

openly, intentionally or unintentionally.

N 1278 NiATP TMORT NiyR N by Tinky

Mishna 5 - Learning in Order to Practice and the Probibition of Deriving Personal Benefit from the Torah
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him they enable toteach condition on Torah  he who learns says his son Yishmael Rabbi
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and toteach tolearn him they enable to practice  condition on and he wholearns and toteach tolearn
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the world  from hislife removes Torah  from the words of who derives benefit anyone you have learned

This Mishnab teaches the proper motivations for Torah study and strictly forbids exploiting Torah knowledge for personal gain or self-

agygra ndizement.
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Rabbi Yose teaches that one's personal honor among people is a direct reflection of how much honor they showto the Torah.
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enmity  from himself removes judgment from himself he who spares says his son Yishmael Rabbi
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Rabbi Yishmael teachesthat a judge who avoids unnecessary litigation saves himself from sin, while one who isoverconfident in ruling is foolish and
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This Mishnab warns a judge not to rule single-handedly unless be is a unique expert, and not to force his colleagues to accept his individual ruling.
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fromwealth is to fulfillit hisend frompoverty the Torah — fulfills whoever says Yonasan Rabbi
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from poverty istoneglectit hisend fromwealth the Torah
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This Mishnab teaches that one who perseveres in Torah study despite financial hardship will eventually merit to study in comfort, while one who neglects

it due to material distractions will ultimately lose both.
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before  of spirit humble andbe in the Torah and engage inbusiness minimizing  be says Meir  Rabbi
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Rabbi Meir teaches the importance of prioritizing Torah study over business, maintaining humility, and the consequences of neglecting or laboring in
Torabh.
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advocate for himself acquires one mitzvah  one who performs says Yaakov son of Eliezer Rabbi
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is to endure its end

This Mishnab teaches that every mitzvah creates a defending angel while every sin creates an accuser, and that only gatherings dedicated ro Heaven
will endure.
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asyourown  toyou dear your student  the honor of let be says Shammua ben Elazar Rabbi
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This Mishnab outlinesthe proper hierarchy of respect and reverence one must maintain toward students, colleagues, and Torah teachers.
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Rabbi deliberate sin is considered study for an error of in study careful  be says Yehudah Rabbi
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This Mishnab warnsthat errorsin Torah study due to carelessness are judged asintentional sins, and teaches that a good reputation surpassesthe crowns

of Torah, priesthood, and royalty.
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Mishna 14 - Exiling Oneself to a Place of Torah and Not Relying on One’s Own Understanding
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will come  thatit say and do not Torah toa place of exiling be says Nehorai ~ Rabbi
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3 Proverbs

Rabbi Nehorai teaches that one must actively seek out a place of Torah study rather than expecting the Torah to come to him.
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not andeven  the wicked  fromthe peace of neither in ourhands there is not says Yannai Rabbi
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with the greeting of  initiating be says Charash sonof Matya Rabbi  the righteous  from the afflictions of
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Rabbi Yannai teachesthat we cannot comprehend the prosperity of the wicked or the suffering of the righteous, while Rabbi Matya ben Charash advises
on humility and greeting others.
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Rabbi Yaakov teachesthat one must prepare spiritually in thisworld to merit the rewardsof the World to Come.
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This Mishnab contraststhe spiritual opportunitiesof this world with the ultimate reward of the World to Come.
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and donot hisanger atthe time of yourfriend — appease  donot says Elazar sonof  Shimon  Rabbi
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hisvow atthe time of him question and donot before him lies that his dead at the hour comfort him
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This Mishnab teaches the psychological sensitivity required when interacting with a friend who isexperiencing intense anger, grief, or embarrassment.
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Shmuel Hakatan would constantly repeat this verse from Proverbs to warn against feeling joy when an enemy stumbles.
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Mishna 20 - Learning in Youth Versus Old Age and Looking at the Substance Rather Than the Vessel
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This Mishnab contrastslearning in youth with learning in old age, and cautions that wisdom is measured by inner substance rather than external

a ppm rance.
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Rabbi Elazar HaKappar warnsthat destructive character traits can shorten a person’s life and ruin their spivitual existence.
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He the Creator  He  the Fashioner He God  that He and tobecome aware tomake known to know
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blessed  tojudge isdestined and He judgment Masterof He  witness He  the Judge He  the Discerner
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die you your will and against live you your will and against were born  you your will and against
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This Mishnab teaches that every person is held accountable for their actions and will ultimately stand in judgment before the Creator, Who isentirely

Just and all-knowing.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter flows through a series of essential teachings on personal conduct, Torah study, and the ultimate purpose of our
lives. It emphasizes the great value of humility, warning us to be exceedingly humble and to avoid arrogance in judgment. We
are taught about the spiritual reality of our actions, where every mitzvah creates a defending advocate and every sin creates
an accuser, and we leamn about the supreme value of a good name above all other crowns. Finally, the Sages prepare us for the
future by comparing this world to a vestibule where we must prepare ourselves through repentance and good deeds,
reminding us that while one hour of spiritual growth in this world is more precious than all of the World to Come, the

tranquility of the World to Come surpasses all the pleasures of this world.




TWYR? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, look at the beautiful words of Rabbi Jacob in our Mishnah: "This world is like a vestibule before the World to
Come; prepare yourself in the vestibule, so that you may enter the banqueting-hall.” He then adds a staggering chiddush:

"More precious is one hour in repentance and good deeds in this world, than all the life of the World to Come."

Think about what the Tanna is telling us here. The World to Come is a place of ultimate reward, a spiritual pleasure so great
that one hour of its tranquility is greater than all of this world combined. Yet, Hashem created a reality where this physical
world has something even the highest heavens cannot touch. In the World to Come, we can no longer grow, change, or

choose. Only here, in this physical "vestibule,” can a Yid do teshuvah, performa mitzvah, and bring pleasure to Hashem.

Sometimes we look at our daily struggles, our parnassah worries, and our spiritual ups and downs, and we wish we could just
escape to a place of pure spirituality. But the Mishnah is reminding us of the immense value of our time right now. Every single
moment in this world is an irreplaceable treasure. One small mitzvah, one moment of overcoming a temptation, or one
heartfelt word of tefillah is worth more than eternity because it is something you can only accomplish right here, in the dust

of this world.

Today, when you feel rushed or overwhelmed, stop for just one minute and realize the preciousness of the moment. Do one
small, deliberate act of teshuvah or a single mitzvah, like saying a brachah slowly with kavanah or giving a coin to tzedakah,

with the conscious joy that you are doing something that even the angels in Heaven cannot do.
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