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L.l CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this beautiful chapter of Pirkei Avos, we learn about the deep patterns of Hashem's creation and His hashgachah (divine
providence) in the world. The Mishnah begins by showing us how Hashem sstructured history and nature around the number
ten, starting from the ten utterances of creation, through the ten generations from Adamto Noah and Noah to Avraham,
and the ten trials of Avraham Avinu. We are also reminded of the ten miracles in Mitzrayimand at the Yam Suf, the ten trials in

the Wilderness, the ten wonders in the Beis HaMikdash, and the ten special things created at twilight on Erev Shabbos.

As the chapter continues, the focus shifts to the number seven and the number four, teaching us how to refine our middos
and understand the spiritual consequences of our actions. The Mishnah contrasts the seven traits of a wise man with those of
a clod, and details the seven types of punishments that come to the world for specific transgressions. Finally, we learn to
analyze ourselves through various fourfold categories, including types of temperaments, types of disciples, and types of charity
givers, guiding us on how to become truly pious in our service of Hashem.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.

Mishna 1- The Creation of the World with Ten Utterances and the Reward of the Righteous

anRR NPm i Tanha My .0RIYD NT21 ninnRn My

with utterance and is it not to say teaching  and what  the world ~ wascreated  utterances With ten
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the world — who destroy the wicked  from toexact punishment  but be created itcould  one
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— who sustain  to the righteous good  reward and to give utterances withten  that was created
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utterances with ten that was created  the world

This Mishnab explains that Hashem created the world with ten utterances rather than one to emphasize the gravity of destroying or sustaining His

creation.

n NT ﬂjg?y Mishna 2- Ten Generations from Adam to Noach and from Noach to Avrabam
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forall isbefore Him ofanger patience how much tomake known Noach anduntil from Adam generations Ten
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the flood  the watersof —  upon them that He brought until and continuing  provoking were the generations
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is before Him of anger patience how much to make known Avraham and untl from Noach generations Ten
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upon himself and received ~ Avraham  thatcame until and continuing  provoking were the generations  forall
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all of them the reward of

This Mishnab teaches the patience of Hashem with wicked generations and the ultimate reward of the righteons who offset their sins.
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inall of them and he stood  be peace  upon him ourfather =~ Avraham  was tested trials With ten
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be peace upon him our father ~ Avraham of  the belovedness how great to make known

This Mishnab teaches that Avrabam our father withstood ten distinct trialsto demonstrate his immense love for Hashem.
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plagues Ten the sea  at and ten in Mitzrayim for our ancestors were performed miracles Ten
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Ten the sea  at and ten  in Mitzrayim  the Egyptians upon isHe blessed the Holy One brought

N2TR3 MWNRIY ,72TH2 NIT N2 DIpRI NN A°DIAR 193 NiNito)

Bamidbar  asitissaid in the wilderness isHe blessed the Omnipresent —  ourancestors tested trials
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to My voice they listened and not times ten these Me  and they tested 14

This Mishnah enumeratesthe ten miracles performed for our ancestors, the ten plagues brought upon the Egyptians, and the ten times the Jewish people

tested Hashem in the wilderness.

W'[ P?: i n’:: 13°N 2 8.? k77 3_7;!27 0°91 I-lj_gl 5_7 Mishna s - Ten Wonders Wronght for Our Ancestors in the Beis HaMikdash
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awoman miscarried not the Sanctuary in the House of for ourancestors were done wonders Ten
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was seen and not ever the holy  the meatof became putrid and not  the holy  the meatof from the odor of
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on the Day of Gadol toa Kohen animpurity occurred and not the slaughterhouse in the house of  a fly
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prevailed and not  the altarpile  the wood of  of  the fire rains extinguished and not the Atonements
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loaves  and in the two in the Omer aninvalidation wasfound and not the smoke the columnof —  the wind
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aserpent harmed and not with ample space yet bowing crowded standing the Face  and in the bread of
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is the place forme narrow to his fellow a man said  and not ever in Yerushalayim  or a scorpion
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in Yerushalayim  that I should lodge

This Mishnah enumeratesthe ten supernatural miracles that occurred regularly in the Beis HaMikdash and in Yerushalayim during the pilgrimage

festivals.
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the mouth of are they and these the suns between Shabbos on the eve of were created things Ten

ORI LIET JWRT JNNT BT LIET R PN

and the staff and the manna and the rainbow the donkey and the mouthof the well —and the mouthof the earth
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the demons  also say and some  and the tablets and the inscription and the writing and the shamir
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tongs  also say and some our father Avraham of andtheram Moshe of  and the burial place
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This Mishnab liststhe supernatural creationsthat were brought into existence at the very end of the six days of creation, just before the first Shabbos.
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whois one before speak  doesnot a wise man ina wise man andseven ina clod things Seven
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hasty  andisnot hisfellow the words of into interrupt and doesnot and in years in wisdom thanhe greater
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and of first the first of andhe speaks  correctly  and answers tothe point  he asks to answer
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to  and he admits I have heard not  hesays heheard thatnot what and concerning last the last




0732 1PRIPM .NBNT

isina clod and the reverse of them  the truth

This Mishnab contraststhe intellectual and social refinement of a wise person with the uncultivated behavior of an unformed person.
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Mishna 8- Seven Kinds of Punishment that Come to the World for Varions Transgressions
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when some of them  transgression categoriesof  seven for tothe world come punishments  kindsof ~ Seven
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are hungry some of them comes  drought of afamine tithe donot and some of them tithe
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drought  and of tumult of afamine to tithe not when they decided  are satisfied  and some of them
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to the world comes pestilence  comes destruction  of  afamine the challah —  separating and whennot comes
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fruits of and for oflaw tothe court handed over that were not in the Torah stated death penalties  for
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and for justice perversion of andfor justice delayof for tothe world comes asword the seventhyear
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according to halacha not the Torah  those who teach

This Mishnab details how specific societal sins, such as neglecting tithes, perverting justice, and misinterpreting Torah, bring corresponding divine

punishments like famine, pestilence, and war.

B =.r U ,J?_: T 103 : y U ’w :.‘ Y Mishna 9- Punishments for Transgressions and the Times of Pestilence
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comes Exile  the Name profanation of and for in vain swearing for tothe world comes evil Beast
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blood spilling of  and for nakedness uncovering of and for foreign  worship  worshipers of for  to the world
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in the fourth increases the pestilence  periods At four the land release of  and for
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year  whichisin every the Festival and atthe departure of  the seventh  and at the departure of and in the seventh
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tithe of  because of  In the seventh which is in the third  the poor  tithe of  because of  In the fourth and year
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the seventh fruits of because of  the seventh And at the departure  which s in the sixth the poor

of

DMy nann P1oCew MYy MY v anp oNsinm

the poor giftsof  theftof because of andyear year whichisinevery the Festival And atthe departure
of

This Mishnab details the specific sins that bring wild beasts and exile to the world, and explains the agricultural tithe-related sins that trigger pestilence

at four specific times.

i'l? ’u::1 H;’ﬂl: niT n S?;"l N Mishna 10 Four Character Traits Regarding Giving and Taking
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average isa trait this is yours and yours ismine mine one who says in man character traits Four
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mine ha'aretz  anam ismine andyours isyours mine Sedom s the trait of this say and some
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a wicked person  ismine and yours ismine mine a piousperson isyours and yours isyours

This Mishnab outlines four distinct ethical attitudes toward personal property and charity, ranging from the wicked to the pious.

oya :1 N 57‘1' 2n 17 ny 2 1 N Mishna 11 - Four Types of Temperaments and Dispositions Regarding Anger
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his reward goesout tobe appeased and easy tobecome angry Easy in dispositions temperaments Four
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Hard  in his reward hisloss  goesout tobe appeased and hard tobecome angry Hard in his loss
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a wicked person tobe appeased and hard tobecome angry Easy a pious person tobe appeased and easy tobecome angry

This Mishnab outlines four categories of human temperament based on how quickly a person becomes angry and bow easily they are appeased.
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hisreward goesout  tolose  and quick tounderstand Quick  amongstudents  charactertraits  Four
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tounderstand Quick inhisreward  hisloss  goesout  tolose and slow tounderstand  Slow in his loss
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bad  portion this to lose and quick tounderstand  Slow  a wise person  to lose and slow

This Mishnab categorizes students based on how quickly they grasp Torah concepts and how well they retain them.
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others should give and not that he should give One whowants  charity  among givers of attributes Four
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isevil hiseye should give not andhe others should give others towards thatof isevil hiseye
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should give and not should give not a pious person others and should give he should give towards his own
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a wicked person others

This Mishnab categorizesthe four different attitudes people have toward giving charity and encouraging othersto do so.
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practice  and does not one who goes study to the house of among those who go character traits Four
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a wicked man  practice  and does not go one who does not a pious man and practices one who goes

This Mishnab categorizes the spiritual standing of individuals based on their attendance at the house of study and their practical observance of the

Torabh.
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and a sieve a strainer and a funnel a sponge Sages before  among those whosit  traits Four
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a strainer atthis andletsout atthis that takesin afunnel  everything —  absorbs ~ which  a sponge
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the flour — thatletsout  and a sieve the dregs — and retains  the wine = — that lets out
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the fine lour — and retains

This Mishnah categorizes the different ways students absorb and retain the Torah teachingsthey bear from their Rabbis.
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dependent and thatisnot  the love ceases  the thing ceases onathing dependent  thatis love Every
NN 91,9272 TPRT NION N°R APR .0PIYD mPu2 AN 1372
the love of thisis on a thing thatisdependent love is Which forever ceasing isnot  ona thing
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and Yehonasan Dovid the love of thisis ona thing dependent and thatisnot and Tamar Amnon

The Mishnah contrasts selfish love based on external factors with selfless, enduring love.
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for the sake of and that which is not to endure itsendis Heaven forthe sake of  thatis dispute Every
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Thisis Heaven  for the sake of  thatis a dispute is Which to endure ittsend isnot Heaven
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and all Korach the dispute of thisis Heaven  for the sake of and that whichis not and Shammai Hillel the dispute of
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his congregation

This Mishnab contrasts constructive disputes motivated by truth, like those of Hillel and Shammai, with destructive disputes motivated by self-interest,
like that of Korach.
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who causes tosin and any hishand through comes sin no the multitudes — who causes to be Any
righte ous
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was meritorious Moshe  repentance todo in his hand  provide opportunity they donot the multitudes —
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33 Devarim  asitissaid onhim ishung the multitudes the meritof the multitudes — and caused to be
righte ous
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and caused tosin sinned  Yaravam Yisrael with and His ordinances he executed Hashem the righteousness of
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the sinsof  for 15 I Melachim asitissaid onhim ishung the multitudes the sinof the multitudes —
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Yisrael —  he caused tosin and which he sinned which Nevat sonof Yaravam




This Mishnab contraststhe eternal reward of Moshe, who led Yisrael to righteousness, with the severe punishment of Yaravam, who led them to sin.
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Mishna 19 - The Traits of the Disciples of Avrabam and the Disciples of Bilaam
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our father ~ Avraham of  from the disciples these things three in hishand thathas who Every
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and a spirit good Aneye the wicked  Bilaam of  fromthe disciples other things and three
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and a spirit evil Aneye ourfather  Avraham of  fromthe disciples humble and a soul lowly
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of the disciples  between What the wicked  Bilaam of  fromthe disciples broad and asoul  haughty
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our father ~ Avraham of The disciples  the wicked  Bilaam of to the disciples  our father ~ Avraham
Pomamy  moobwn TMNIY N7 09iv2 1Poin mE a7iye PPN
to cause toinherit 8  Mishlei asitissaid the coming in the world and inherit this  in the world eat
YYIT 0Y72 PY 1TORPR PIN LNPRN OnNENY LW CanN
the wicked  Bilaam of the disciples But I will fill  and their treasuries substance those who love me
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G-d And You 55 Tehillim asitissaid destruction to the pitof and descend Gehinnom inherit
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andI  theirdays = shalllive out half not and deceit bloodshed menof destruction to the pit of will bring them down
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in You will trust

This Mishnab contraststhe noble character traits and ultimate reward of Avrabam’s disciples with the destructive traits and punishment of Bilaam's

disciples.
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as the gazelle and fleet asthe eagle and swift asthe leopard bold  be says Tema  sonof Yehudah
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the brazen say usedto He  Whoisin Heaven your Father the will of todo as the lion and strong

mooMEe Ty M oam Wy waonym o mmih op

Hashem frombefore You the will Mayitbe Eden isforthe Gardenof faced and the shame isfor Gehinnom faced
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in Your Torah  our portion and grant inourdays  speedily ~ Yourcity that Yourebuild  our God




This Mishnab exhorts a person to serve Hashem with the strength and speed of animals, while warning against brazenness and praying for the

rebuilding of the Beis HaMikdash.
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for Mishnah ten at the age of  for Scripture years five at the age of say used to  He
MY 13 ,TmPn? miby wen 12 Lnism? My whY 13
eighteen atthe age of  for Talmud . fifteen atthe age of  for mitzvos . thirteen  at the age of
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for a bent body ninety at the age of for special strength eighty at the age of for fullness of years  seventy
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This Mishnah outlinesthe ideal ages for milestones in Torah study, marriage, and physical and spiritual development throughout a person’slife.

i'l; n; ’.5 lj ij'l l-l-rl n U 1 157 Mishna 22 - The Supreme Value of Torah and Constant Study of It
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and grow old gaze andinit isinit  forall it and turn it Turn says Bag Bag Ben
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than it better a measure toyou forthereisnot budge donot andfromit init and wearout

| Ben Bag Bag teachesthat one must constantly delve into the Torah because everything iscontained within it.
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is the reward  the pain  According to says He He Ben

Ben He He teaches that the spiritual reward for performing a mitzvah iscommensurate with the effort and hardship endured in its fulfillment.

CHAPTER SUMMARY

The chapter flows beautifully from cosmic history to personal avodah. It begins by establishing how Hashem created the world
with ten utterances to reward the righteous and punish the wicked, tracing the ten generations of His long-suffering patience
until Avraham Avinu withstood his ten trials. After detailing the miracles of the Exodus, the Beis HaMikdash, and the twilight
creations of Erev Shabbos, the Mishnah transitions to the seven traits of a wise person versus a clod, and the seven spiritual

punishments, like famine and pestilence, that come fromneglecting mitzvos like tithes, shemittah, and justice. It concludes




with a practical breakdown of human nature into four types of character, temperaments, disciples, and charity givers, showing
us the path of the chassid (pious person) who strives to be slow to anger, quick to learn, and generous with his own

possessions.

NWYN? WHAT TO TAKE HO ME

My dear talmid, look at the beautiful picture our Mishnah paints of the Beis HaMikdash. When the Yidden stood in the
Azarah, they were packed together so tightly that there was no roomto move. Yet, when the time came to bow down before
the Ribono shel Olam, a miracle occurred: "ovdim tzfufim umishtachavim revachim’, they stood pressed together, but when

they bowed, they had ample, spacious room.

This is not just a historical miracle of the past; it is a profound blueprint for our daily avodah. When we stand stiffly, holding
onto our own space, our own ego, and our own demands, saying "mine is mine and yours is yours”, the world feels incredibly
tight, crowded, and full of friction. But the moment a Yid learns to bend, to humble himself, and to bow before Hashemand
before his fellow Jew, Hashem creates a miracle of expansion. Suddenly, there is room for everyone. Humility does not

diminish us; it is the very thing that creates space in our lives and in our homes.

Think about your interactions today. When we insist on being right, we crowd others out. But when we are "modeh al
ha'emes", when we acknowledge the truth and yield our pride, just like the wise man described in our Mishnah, we bring the

peace and spaciousness of the Beis HaMikdash into our very own lives.

Today, when you find yourself in a situation of tension or disagreement, consciously choose to "bow”, yield on a small point

of pride or let someone else have the last word, and watch how Hashem opens up the roomaround you.
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