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LJ CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this beautiful and inspiring perek, known as Perek Kinyan Torah, we are invited to enter the inner sanctum of the Torah's
greatness. The chapter opens with a warmand heartfelt praise of those who dedicate their lives to Hashem's Torah for its own
sake, showing how the Torah refines a person's neshama, bringing them to humility, yiras Shamayim, and true spiritual royalty.
We hear the powerful echo of the bat kol from Mount Horeb, reminding us of our deep connection to the Torah and the true

freedom that comes only through its study.

As we progress, the perek guides us in the proper derech eretz and middos required to acquire this precious gift. We learn the
immense honor we must show to anyone who teaches us even a single letter of Torah, and we are introduced to the forty-
eight essential pathways through which Torah is acquired. From minimizing worldly pleasures to loving our fellow creatures
and sharing their burdens, these mishnayos lay out a complete guide for our avodah.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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Meir  Rabbi and their teaching them whochose Blessed  the Mishnah in the language of  the Sages taught
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only and not many things merits  for its own sake with the Torah who occupies himself anyone says
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and wisdom counsel mine is eight Proverbs asitissaid and strength understanding and wisdom counsel from him
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judgment and analysis of and dominion royalty to him and it gives strength  mine is understanding Tam
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and like a river that flows increasingly like a spring and he becomes ~ Torah  the secrets of tohim and they reveal
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insult tohim  of and forgiving  spirit  and patientof modest and he becomes  cease that does not
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This passage details the spiritual and character-refining benefits that a person attains by studying Torah purely for its own sake.
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fromMount goesout avoice adaughterof andday day onevery Levi sonof Yehoshua Rabbi said
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for everyone Torah of  fromthe insult to the creations tothem woe and says and proclaims ~ Chorev
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in the snoutof gold aringof 11 Mishlei asitissaid rebuked iscalled in the Torah occupying whoisnot who
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the work of and the tablets 32 Shemos anditsays discretion and turning away from beautiful a woman  a pig
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read donot the tablets upon engraved it God the writing of and the writing  they God
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in the study of who occupies one unless freedom asonof toyou forthereisnot freedom  unless engraved
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as it is said is exalted thisone behold  Torah in the study of who occupies who and everyone Torah
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This passage teaches that true freedom and spiritual elevation are only achieved through diligent Torah study, while neglecting it brings spiritual

rebuke.

NAR NN APOR TAPY "2 72D 2im% maing

Mishna 3 - The Obligation to Treat Anyone Who Taught You Even a Single Letter with Honor
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one word or one verse or one halacha or one  chapter fromhisfellow One wholearns
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king of withDovid we find  forso withhonor toward him tobehave needs one letter even or
iDIPN 927 INTR L7272 0°M27 O3 NPN PEnUMNR TR? NPY L oNwe
his guide  his master called him alone things two  except from Achitofel learned who not Yisrael
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and ny acquaintance ny guide  ny equal aman  Andyou 55 Tehillim asitissaid and his acquaintance
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from Achitofel  learned who not Yisrael king of Dovid Andif andheavy alight mattersof And isitnot
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one who learns and his acquaintance  his guide  his master called him  alone things two  except
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even or one word or one verse or one halacha  or one  chapter from his fellow
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with honor toward him tobehave thathe needs and how much how much  one  upon one letter
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Mishlei  shall inherit sages Honor 3  Mishlei  asitissaid Torah except  honor  And there is no
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For 4  Mishlei as it is said Torah except good Andthereisno good shallinherit and the perfect 28
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This halacha teaches that even the smallest amount of Torah knowledge received from another obligates a person to showthem great respect, as

demonstrated by King Dovid’s honor for Achitofel.
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and on youshalldrink by measure  and water youshalleat withsalt bread Torah of the way is Such
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this  in the world praiseworthy are you foryou anditisgood praiseworthy are you 128 Tehillim S0
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to come in the world foryou and it is good

This Mishnab outlinesthe path of self-denial and intense labor required to truly acquire Torah knowledge.

i'ﬁj.'n lj ﬂfwyl 73 :; ;j T 73 l-l‘[?tlﬂ lj Mishna 5 - Distance from Honor and Performing the Torah

WY 9TIMPR Andc 7920 TRnn XY LARsY? mPT7) wpan OX

do than your learning  more honor covet and donot  foryourself ~ greatness seek Do not
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the reward of toyou Who will pay your work the Master of is and faithful than their crown is greater
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your labor

This halacha warns against secking honor and greatness, emphasizing that one’s actions must exceed one’s learning, and that the spiritual reward of

Torah isgreater than any earthly royalty.

Mishna 6 - The Greatness of Torah and the Forty-Eight Qualities by Which It Is Acquired
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with thirty isacquired  for the royalty the royalty and than the priesthood than  more Torah Greater
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isacquired but the Torah  and four with twenty  and the priesthood stages

and eight with forty
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lips by expression of  the ear by hearing of by study are they and these things
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by joy by humility by fear by awe the heart by discernment of the heart by understanding of
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the disciples and by debate of  colleagues by sharp analysis of Sages by attendance of by purity
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the land  way of by minimization of  business by minimization of by Mishnah by Scripture by composure
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laughter by minimization of ~ chatter ~ by minimization of sleep by minimization of  pleasure by minimization of
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the sufferings and by acceptance of Sages by faith in good  byaheart countenance by patience of
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— one who recognizes

for his words  a fence and one who makes in his portion and one who rejoices  his place
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— loving  the Omnipresent  — loving beloved for himself credit claim and does not
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the reproofs — loving the uprightness — loving  the righteous ways —— loving  the creatures
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rejoice  and does not in his study his heart making haughty and not  the honor  from keeping far
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his fellow  with the yoke bearing

in ruling

the truth  upon establishing him  merit  to the scale of judging him
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listening and answering  asking in his study his heart settling the peace  upon and establishing him
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topractice  condition on and one wholearns toteach condition on one wholearns and adding
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Mordechai

This Mishnab detailsthe forty-eight essential character traits and methods of study required to acquire Torah knowledge, contrasting it with royalty

and priesthood.
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and in the world  this  in the world to those who practice it life gives for it is Torah Great
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a healing  hisflesh andtoall to those who find them they life For four Proverbs asitissaid the coming
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life and yearsof  days lengthof For there Anditsays andhonor riches inherlefthand isin her right hand
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her pathways  and all pleasantness are waysof Herways there Anditsays foryou they willincrease and peace
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are peace

This Mishnab lists numerous verses from Proverbsto demonstrate that Torah study brings physical bealth, honor, and eternal life in both worlds.
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Mishna 8- The Seven Qualities Becoming to the Righteous and Their Fulfillment in Rabbi Yehudah HalNasi

m3M 43 WK N 12 TRy 21 Dwn AT 12 TivRY v

and strength  beauty says Yochai ben  Shimon  Rabbi in the name of Yehudah ben  Shimon  Rabbi
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to the righteous are becoming and children and gray hair and old age and wisdom  and honor  and wealth
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righteousness in the way of  gray hair glory is acrownof sixteen there asitissaid tothe world and becoming
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gray hair  old men is and the beauty of their strength  youths is the glory of twenty there anditsays itis found
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old menis the crown of seventeen there anditsays their wealth the wiseis the crown of fourteen there and itsays
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twenty-four Yeshayahu anditsays theirfathers childrenis and the glory of . grandchildren
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confounded
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seven  these says Menasya ben  Shimon  Rabbi ishonor Hiselders and before and in Yerushalayim
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and in his sons in Rabbi were fulfilled all of them for the righteous  the Sages  whichlisted qualities

This passage lists seven physical and spiritual blessings that are fitting for the righteous and the world, noting that all of them were realized in Rabbi
Yehudah HaNasi and his family.
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man  me and met onthe way walking I was one time Kisma sonof Yose Rabbi Said
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silver  all  tome  give you if  myson tohim I said and pearls precious and stones  gold
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Torah  inaplace of except dwell Idonot thatare in the world and pearls precious  and stones and gold
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Rabbi Yose ben Kisma emphasizes that spiritual achievements and Torab stucy are the only true possessions that accompany a person after death.
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Mishna 10 - The Five Possessions Acquired by the Holy One Blessed is He in His World
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Torah  are they andthese inHisworld isHe Blessed the Holy One for Himself acquired possessions Five
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full is You made with wisdom all of them Hashem Your works manifold are how 104 Tehillim  and it says
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14 Bereishis asitis written fromwhere  one  possession  Avraham  Your possessions the earth of

PR I DY MR 1Py DRD DUAN M2 WM WM
Yisrael and earth  heaven  Possessor of Most High toGod  Avram  blessed is and he said and he blessed him
NP2 7Y M ARy 3y TV, W Mmnw %027 ,PIn TR IR
passes over until Hashem Your people passesover until 15 Shemos asitiswritten fromwhere one  possession
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they  areinthe earth  who  to the holy ones 16 Tehillim  anditsays You have acquired this the nation
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asitis written fromwhere  one  possession the Sanctuary the House of isin them mydesire all and the mighty ones
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established Hashem the Sanctuary Hashem You have made Your dwelling the foundation of 15 Shemos
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His right hand

This Mishnab liststhe five special entities that Hashem designated as His cherished possessions in the universe, proving each from verses in Tanach.
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Mishna 11 - Everything Created for His Glory and the Abundance of Torah and Mitzvos
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even Iformed him I created him and for My glory by My name whois called everyone 43 Yeshayahu asitissaid
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Akashya ~ ben Chananya Rabbi andever forever willreign Hashem 15 Shemos anditsays I made him
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for them He multiplied  therefore Yisrael — tomerit  isHe Blessed the Holy One desired says
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and make glorious ~ Torah

| This passage concludes Pirkei Avos by explaining that all creation serves Hashem's glory and that He gave Yisrael many mitzvos to increase their merit.

[ CHAPTER SUMMARY ]




The chapter begins by extolling the immense spiritual rewards of learning Torah I'shma, explaining how it elevates a person
above all worldly honors and grants them deep wisdomand refined middos. It warns against neglecting this holy pursuit,
emphasizing that true freedomis found only in the Torah, and outlines the simple, self-disciplined lifestyle of one who labors
in it. Finally, the perek details the forty-eight specific attributes and practices necessary to acquire Torah, concluding with the
profound lesson that bringing Torah to life and citing our teachers in their name brings ultimate deliverance and eternal life to

the world.
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In this beautiful perek, Chazal teach us a profound secret about true freedom: "There is no free man but one who occupies
himself with the study of Torah.” We often think of freedomas having no boundaries, no rules, and the ability to indulge in
every passing desire. But the Mishnah turns this on its head. A person who is ruled by their physical desires, their worries about

parnassah, or their pursuit of honor is not free at all; they are a prisoner to their own impulses and the expectations of society.

When you sit down to learn Torah, you are breaking those chains. You are connecting your neshama to the eternal, stepping
above the noise of the world, and entering a realm of true spiritual independence. This is why the Torah is acquired through
"a minimum of pleasure” and "a minimum of sleep.” It is not about self-deprivation for its own sake; it is about realizing that
your table is greater than the table of kings, and your crown is greater than theirs. You do not need the world's validation

when you have Hashem's Torah.

To live this today, do not look at your set times for learning as another obligation on your to-do list. Look at it as your daily
escape to freedom. Even if you only have fifteen minutes, step away fromyour phone, your business worries, and your daily

stress. Realize that in these moments, you are a ben chorin, a truly free person.

Today, when you sit down for your daily shiur or open a sefer, take thirty seconds beforehand to close your eyes, breathe
deeply, and consciously think: "For the next few minutes, I amleaving the worries of the world behind to experience true

freedom with Hashem's Torah."
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