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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this opening chapter, the Rambam, zatzal, takes us back to the very beginning of history to show us how the terrible error
of avodah zarah first crept into the world. We learn how, in the days of Enosh, mankind made a tragic mistake by thinking
that because Hashem placed the stars and spheres on high to run the world, it must be His will to honor and serve themas His

ministers.

We then see how this initial error degenerated over generations. The Rambam describes how false prophets and deceivers
arose, claiming they had received visions to build physical images and performsstrange rituals, which eventually led the masses
to completely forget Hashemand worship only these empty creations.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor’s commentary and are not part of the original text.

Halacha 1- The Original Error of the Idol Worshipers in the Days of Enosh
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In the days of Enosh, the children of man erred with a great mistake,
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and the counsel of the wise men of that generation became foolish,
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and Enosh himself was also among those who erred.
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And this was their mistake:
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they said, "Since God created these stars and spheres to guide the world,
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and placed them on high, and apportioned to themhonor,
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and they are servants who minister before Him,
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they are fitting to praise them, and to glorify them, and to apportion to them honor.
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And this is the will of God, blessed is He, to magnify and to honor whoever He magnified and honored,
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just as the king wants to honor those who stand before him, and this is the honor of a king."
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Once this thing arose upon their heart,
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they began to build temples for the stars, and to offer sacrifices to them,
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and to praise themand to glorify them with words, and to prostrate themselves towards them,
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inorder to obtain the favor of the Creator, in their evil opinion.
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And this was the essence of the worship of stars.
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And thus its worshipers who knew its essence would say;
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not that they say that there is no God there except this star.
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This is what Yirmeyahu says: "Who will not fear You, King of the nations? For to You it is fitting,
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for among all the wise men of the nations and in all their kingdom there is none like You.
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And in one thing they are foolish and senseless; the instruction of vanities, it is wood."
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Meaning to say, all know that You are He alone,
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but their mistake and their foolishness is that they imagine that this vanity is Your will.

Halacha 2- The Spread of Idol Worship and the Forgetting of God s Name
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And after the days lengthened,
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there arose among the children of man prophets of falsehood,
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and they said that God commanded and said to them:
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"Serve such and such a star, or all the stars,
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and sacrifice to it, and pour libations to it in such and such a way,
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and build for it a temple, and make its image
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inorder for all the people —the women, the children, and the rest of the common people of the land—to bow down

to it."
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And each false prophet would inform them of an image that he devised from his heart,
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and say, "This is the image of such and such a star that they informed him of in his prophecy.”
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And they began in this way to make images in the temples,
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and under the trees, and on the tops of the mountains, and on the hills,
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and they would gather and bow down to them,
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and say to all the people that this image benefits and harms,
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and it is proper to serve it and to fear it.
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And their priests would say to them,
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"Through this service you will multiply and you will succeed,
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and do such and such, and do not do such and such.”
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And other deceivers began to arise and to say
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that the star itself, or the sphere, or the angel spoke with them,
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and said to them, "Serve me insuch and such a way,"
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and he informed them of the way of his service,
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saying, "Do this, and do not do that."
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And this matter spread throughout the entire world,
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to serve the images with services that were different from one another,
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and to sacrifice to themand to bow down.
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And since the days lengthened,
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the glorious and awesome Name was forgotten from the mouth of all living things and from their minds,
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and they did not recognize Him.

And it turned out that all the common people of the land, the women, and the children
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knew nothing except the image of wood and of stone,
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and the temple of stones, which they had been trained from their childhood
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to bow down to, and to serve, and to swear by its name.
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And the wise men that were among them, such as their priests and the like of them,
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imagined that there is no god there except the stars and the spheres,
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for whose sake and in whose likeness these images were made.
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But the Rock of the worlds—there was no man who recognized Him or knew Him,
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except for unique individuals in the world, such as Chanoch, Metushelach, Noach, Shem, and Ever.
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And in this way, the world was going and rolling along,




1028 DTAN NI DY DU iy 124w 1Y

until the pillar of the world was born, and he is Avraham our Father.

Halacha 3 - Avrabam's Discovery of the Creator and the Transmission of Monotheism

MEINOR PRaw 113

Once this giant of a mind, this mighty one, was weaned from nursing,
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he began to explore in his mind, even though he was still small,
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and he began to think by day and by night.
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And he was wondering: How is it possible that this sphere should be revolving always,
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and there should not be to it a controller, and who causes it to revolve?
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Foritis impossible that it should cause itself to revolve.
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And he did not have a teacher, nor anyone who informs him of anything,
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rather he was mired in Ur Kasdim among the foolish worshipers of stars,
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and his father and his mother and all the people were worshipers of stars, and he worshiped with them.
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But his heart was exploring and understanding,
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until he grasped the path of truth, and understood the line of righteousness from his correct understanding.
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And he knew that there is there one God,
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and He controls the sphere, and He created everything,
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and there is not among all the entities a god besides Him.
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And he knew that all the world were erring,
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and the thing that caused themto err
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was this: that they worshiped the stars and the images,
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until the truth was lost from their minds.
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And at forty years of age, Avraham recognized his Creator.
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Once he recognized and knew the truth,
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he began to return answers to the people of Ur Kasdim, and to arrange arguments with them,
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and to say: This is not the path of truth that you are walking in!
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And he broke the idols,
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and he began to make known to the people that it is not proper to serve anyone except the God of the world,
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and to Him it is proper to bow down, and to sacrifice, and to pour libations,
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in order that all the coming creations should recognize Him.
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And it is proper to destroy and to break all the images,
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in order that all the people should not err with them,
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like these who imagine that there is no god there except these.
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Once he prevailed over them with his proofs,
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the king sought to kill him, but a miracle was performed for him and he went out to Charan.
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And he began to stand and to call with a loud voice to all the world,
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and to inform them that there is one God for all the world, and Him it is proper to serve.
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And he was traveling and calling, and gathering the people fromcity to city and from kingdom to kingdom,
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until he arrived at the Land of Canaan, and he was calling out,
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as it is said: And he called there in the name of Hashem, God of the world.
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And once the people were gathering to himand asking him about his words,
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he would inform each and every one according to his understanding,




until he would return him to the path of truth,
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until thousands and myriads gathered to him,
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and they were the men of the house of Avraham.
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And he planted in their hearts this great principle, and he composed books concerning it,
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and he taught it to Yitzchak his son.
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And Yitzchak sat teaching and warning the people.
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And Yitzchak taught it to Yaakov, and appointed him to teach,
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and he sat teaching and strengthening all those who joined him.
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And Yaakov our father taught all of his sons,
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and he separated Levi and appointed him head,
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and established him in the academy to teach the way of Hashem and to keep the commandment of Avraham.
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And he commanded his sons that they should not interrupt from the sons of Levi a leader after a leader,
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in order that the teaching should not be forgotten.
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And the matter was going and growing stronger among the children of Yaakov and among those who joined them,
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and there became in the world a nation that knows Hashem.
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Until the days grew long for Israel in Mitzrayim,
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and they returned to learn from their deeds and to worship stars like them,
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except for the tribe of Levi, which stood by the commandment of the patriarchs.
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And never did the tribe of Levi worship stars.
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And almost, by a little, was the principle that Avraham planted uprooted,
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and the children of Yaakov would return to the error of the world and their crookedness.
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And from the love of Hashem for us, and from His kee ping the oath to Avraham our father,
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He brought forth Moshe our teacher, the master of all the prophets, and sent him.
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Once Moshe our teacher prophesied, and Hashem chose Israel for an inheritance,
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He crowned them with mitzvos, and made known to them the way of His service,
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and what shall be the law of star worship and of all those who err after it.

CHAPTER SUMMARY
The chapter traces the historical descent of humanity from the initial, mistaken honor given to the stars in the generation of
Enosh, through the rise of false prophets who commanded the worship of physical images, until the true knowledge of

Hashem was almost entirely forgotten. This darkness prevailed until our father, Avraham Avinu, used his own intellect to




recognize the Creator, began teaching the truth to the world, and established a nation dedicated to the service of the one

true God, a legacy that Moshe Rabbeinu later sealed with the giving of the Torah.
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The great tragedy of the generation of Enosh was not that they denied Hashemy; they knew He was the Creator. Their
mistake was looking at the "stars and spheres”, the natural systems, the powerful forces, and the influential people of the

world, and deciding that they needed to flatter and serve these middlemen to get what they wanted. They believed that
honoring the king's ministers was the way to honor the King. Over time, this subtle shift in focus completely erased the

memory of Hashem from their hearts, leaving themin total darkness.

We often make the very same mistake in our daily lives. When we worry about our parnassah, our health, or our standing, we
are tempted to put all our energy into flattering the "middlemen.” We might think we must bow to the demands of the market,
appease influential people at the expense of our values, or rely entirely on natural means. We tell ourselves we still believe in

Hashem, but our focus and trust have shifted to the creation rather than the Creator.

Like Avraham Avinu, who looked past the stars and realized there must be a single Guide directing the wheel, we have to
look past the natural causes in our lives. True emunah means knowing that no boss, no doctor, and no financial system has
any power of its own. They are merely tools in the hand of Hashem. When we direct our hearts solely to Him, we free

ourselves from the anxiety of serving the world.

Today, when you find yourself worrying about a natural obstacle or trying to please someone for your own success, stop and
remind yourself: "This person or situation is just a star in the sky. Only Hashem runs the world." Direct your request and your

trust to Him alone.
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