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Ll CHAPTER PREVIEW

In this chapter, we delve into the very heart of the prohibition against avodah zarah, leaming that Hashemforbade us from
serving any created being whatsoever. Even if a person knows in his heart that Hashemis the true Elokim, bowing down to a
star, an angel, or any of the elements as an intermediary—just as the generation of Enosh mistakenly did—is still considered
actual idol worship. The Torah warns us to guard our thoughts with great yiras Shamayim, so that the "eye of the heart” does

not lead us astray to view these creations as independent powers.

To protect our neshamos from the spiritual poison of heresy, the Torah also commands us to distance ourselves completely
from the books and ideas of the idolaters. We are forbidden fromreading their texts, contemplating their practices, or even
looking at the images of their idols. The Rambam teaches us that we must not inquire about their rites even out of mere
curiosity, as such thoughts can easily drag a person down and cause himto copy their ways, chas v'shalom.

All introductions, summaries, and contextual notes are the editor's commentary and are not part of the original text.
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The Rambam defines the core probibition of idolatry as serving any created entity, even if one acknowledges Hashem as the supreme God and only

intends to use the creation asan intermedia ry.
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Halacha 2 - The Probibition of Reading Books of Idol Worship and Inquiring into Its Rites

ANTI2Y TPy AN ANTiaya  o°20in  U7aiy AM3m 2937 D0ED

its service the essence of  how concerning its service stars the worshipers of composed ~ many Books
7331N2 .ﬂ‘l'l?’? N’?W N7 9172 W‘I'IEU 1118 :I’TJQW?N U’W}??_ﬂ il
in those toread not isHe Dblessed the Holy One commandedus anditsstatutes itspractices and what
bonot PIN1 PR 1373 NY M3 Amm NPY bYp ovipen
to look and even  ofits matters abouta matter and not aboutit tothink andnot atall books
S'DOPOPRT DX DR PR T B RIPYY MRIW MON MIBT NInT
the idols to turn  Donot 4 19  Vayikra asitissaid isforbidden the image at the likeness of
MoK NG QPIPN?  WATR 19" P 2% 09927 NI MO 1y
how saying  concerning theirgods youseek andlest 30 12  Devarim  itissaid matter and in this
PRY OB DY AN N7 NOT ANTIZY T DY GRUA NBW "Tay
thatnot though -  even it how itsservice  the way of about you shall inquire thatnot did they serve
PRI TP MR RiEYR) YOS nieny DU MR LTI TN
do that they like what  and todo after it turning causes matter  for this serve it you
PIN D3 12 TWYNY MNIY
I also so and Iwilldo asitissaid

This halacha probibits reading books about idol worship, contemplating its practices, or even looking at idolatrous images, lest it lead to practicing

idolatry.
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This halacha explainsthat the probibition of straying after one’s heart forbids entertaining thoughtsthat undermine the foundationsof the Torah,

such as doubting God's oneness, prophecy, or the divine origin of the Torah.
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This halacha establishesthat denying idolatry isequivalent to accepting the entire Torah, while practicing it isa denial of all commandments and

prophets.
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This halacha definesthe status of a Jewish idol worshiper and a heretic, explaining that they are excluded fromthe Jewish community and their

repentance is not accepted.
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This balacha equates one who accepts idolatry as true with a blasphemer, as both deny the fundamental principle of faith and are executed by stoning

and hanging.
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This halacha defines the specific Divine Names that a blasphemer must utter and curse to incur the death penalty of stoning.
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Halacha 8 - The Warning Against Blasphemy and the Procedure for Examining the Witnesses
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This balacha outlinesthe biblical source probhibiting blasphemy and details the courtroom procedure for examining the witnesses without repeating the

actual curse until the final verdict.
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Halacha 9- The Law of a Blasphemer Who Retracts and One Who Blasphemes with an Idol’s Name
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Thishalacha teaches that a blasphemer cannot escape punishment by retracting mid-speech, and detailsthe law of one who curses God using an idols

name.
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Halacha 10 - The Obligation to Rend Garments for Blasphemy and Placing Hands on the Condemned
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This halacha detailsthe requirement to rend one’s garments upon hearing blasphemy and the unique procedure of placing handson the head of the

condemned blasphemer before execution.

CHAPTER SUMMARY
The chapter outlines the strict prohibitions against engaging with avodah zarah in thought, speech, or deed. We learn that

any action showing interest in these false beliefs is forbidden, and one who performs an action reflecting this concern receives




lashes. Ultimately, the Torah warns us to guard our minds fromany thoughts or philosophical inquiries that could uproot the

fundamental principles of our holy faith, ensuring our hearts remain entirely pure and devoted to Hashemalone.
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The core of the prohibition against avodah zarah is not just about bowing to a physical statue; it is about the subtle temptation
to look for intermediaries. The Torah warns us, 'Be very careful that your heart not be tempted,” which Chazal explain as a
warning not to let our thoughts wander after our own limited understanding. When we look at the natural systems of the
world, our careers, our doctors, our financial efforts, or even spiritual forces, and treat themas independent powers that we
must appease, we are falling into the very trap that Enosh and his generation fell into. We must remember that every single

force in creation is merely an axe in the hand of the hewer, completely subservient to Hashem.

Furthermore, the Rambam teaches us a profound rule about the human mind: 'the mind of man is short." We are forbidden
fromfilling our heads with foreign philosophies, secular skepticism, or looking at things that pull our hearts away from pure
emunah. The yetzer hara tries to convince us that we can explore every doubt and read every cynical book without being
affected. But the Torah knows our nature. If you let your mind wander into places of doubt, wondering 'maybe it is true,
maybe it is not’, you will eventually be drawn after the desires of your heart and damage your yiras Shamayim. Guarding our

thoughts is the ultimate boundary that keeps our relationship with Hashem pure.

To live this today, choose one area where you feel anxious or dependent on a human intermediary, whether it is a business
partner, a medical treatment, or a personal connection, and consciously declare: "This is only a vessel. Hashemalone is the

source of ny blessing, and I trust in Him directly without any intermediaries.’
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